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TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
May 20, 2013 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Jay Michaud, Debbie 

Ingram, Chris Roy. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Bruce Hoar, Public Works 

Director. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Rebecca Tharp, Keith Gaylord, Louise Porter, Scott Moody 

(CCTV-Ch. 17). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 

2. Approval of Minutes 
May 6, 2013 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to approve the minutes of 
May 6, 2013 with the following corrections/clarifications: 

Page 1, Item #4, Appointments, Recreation Committee – correct “Mr. 
Thomas” to read “Mr. Watson”; 
Page 2, Appointments, Community Justice Board, Motion – remove the name 
of Lindsey Lozell who was not present at the meeting; 
Page 2, before Item #5 – insert that Jeff Fehrs left the meeting at 7:30 PM 
and returned at 8:30 PM; 
Items #5 through #9, Motions – correct the vote to reflect “(4-0)” because Jeff 
Fehrs was not present for the votes; 
Page 4, before Item #10 – insert that Jeff Fehrs returned to the Selectboard. 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 

3. Public Comment 
There were no comments from the public at this time. 

4. Interviews/Appointments Town Boards 
Development Review Committee 
The Selectboard interviewed Rebecca Tharp for a position on the Development Review 
Board. Ms. Tharp briefly explained her experience in water quality and natural resources 
and her interest in serving the town. 

MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to appoint Rebecca Tharp to 
the Development Review Board for a term ending June 30, 2016. 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD.
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DISCUSSION: It was noted the term begins July 1, 2013.  The Selectboard 
concurred Ms. Tharp’s provided very thoughtful answers to the interview 
questions. There were no further comments. 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 

Cemetery Commission 
The candidate interested in serving on the Cemetery Commission was not present. The 
interview was postponed. 

5. Public Works Facility Task Force Revision 
 A revision to the previously adopted charge for the Task Force is proposed.  the change, 
if adopted, will increase membership from three to a maximum of five, including one 
representative from the Selectboard. 

MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to adopt the proposed 
change to the Public Works Facility Task Force as presented in the draft, dated May 
20, 2013. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 

The Selectboard interviewed Keith Gaylord for membership on the task force. Mr. 
Gaylord  said he enjoys working with contractors and business partners. Mr. Gaylord 
expressed his interest and the interest of his neighbors in having him serve on the task 
force. There was discussion of identifying the location of the public works facility on the 
site and potential future uses of the surrounding land including affordable housing, 
recreation, and path connections. 

MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to appoint Keith Gaylord 
to the Public Works Facility Task Force. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion 
carried. 

6. Transmission Line Review Process 
Chris Roy recused himself from the discussion because Vermont Gas is a client. 

Louise Porter, attorney for Public Service Department, explained the purpose of meeting 
with the Selectboard (to hear concerns the town has with the Vermont Gas transmission 
line project).  There was a public hearing in March (in Hinesburg) and a second public 
hearing will be scheduled in August or September in Middlebury after which the 
application will be addressed by the Public Service Board. 

The Selectboard mentioned the following: 

• Members of the school board have concerns about the location of the line by a 
school in Williston - Ms. Porter offered to hear the comments and explained how 
to submit correspondence to the Department of Public Service for transmittal to 
the Public Service Board. 
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• Residents have expressed interest in expanding natural gas distribution to the 
town - Ms. Porter assured communities and individuals can submit input per the 
process to the Public Service Board. 

• There are safety concerns about the transmission line and potential for explosions 
– Ms. Porter noted there is a gas safety engineer on staff and on-site plus two 
additional engineers have been retained to help with the Certificate of Public 
Good. 

• Impact of the transmission line project on national gas rates and impact on rate 
payers is a concern – Ms. Porter stated Vermont Gas is rate regulated by the 
Department of Public Service and the Public Service Board and every quarter the 
rates are reviewed and the economic benefit and cost to the state are considered. 


7. Champlain Water District Appointment 
There was discussion of both candidates interested in the position on the CWD Board 
being well qualified, one bringing an engineering background and the other bringing a 
policy background. There is only one position available making the decision very 
difficult. There was mention that the work of the CWD Board at this point in time may 
lend itself more toward engineering than policy. 

MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to appoint Joe Duncan to the 
Champlain Water District Board for a term ending March 2014. VOTING:  3 ayes, 
2 nays (Jeff Fehrs, Debbie Ingram); motion carried. 

8. Storm Water Funding Study Phase 2 
Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director, briefed the Selectboard on work to date by staff and 
the consultant on Phase 2 of the storm water study. A different consultant worked on 
Phase 1 of the study which looked at a storm water utility, full time coordinator, and user 
fee.  A policy paper has been drafted to include program funding policies and impervious 
imagery and analysis. Regional Planning did an aerial photo of the town which the 
consultant will use to determine impervious areas. Finalization of rates will be based on 
the impervious analysis. The policy paper covers operational polices and impact of a user 
fee. Staff will work on ordinance development. Public outreach will be done. 

9. Storm Water Management Plan 
Bruce Hoar briefed the Selectboard on the information provided by the town to the state 
with regard to the MS-4 permit and the town’s storm water management plan. The 
document must be submitted by June 3, 2013 or the town will be out of compliance with 
the MS-4 permit.  There are many issues to be settled and more information is needed 
from the state. Potential cost to the town to bring Allen Brook out of impaired status 
ranges from $8 million to $12 million.  Muddy Brook is now an impaired water in the 
town and the tributary to Muddy Brook is impaired due to location in a superfund site. 
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MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to approve the Williston 
Storm Water Management Plan and authorize submittal of a Notice of Intent to the 
state. 

DISCUSSION: Jeff Fehrs said he will abstain from the vote not because he 
disagrees with the information presented by staff, but because he wants more 
time to read and better understand the information before making a decision. 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Jeff Fehrs); motion carried. 

Bruce Hoar mentioned National Public Works Week and events at the local schools (show 
of equipment and a coloring contest). Mr. Hoar briefly explained the sharing of 
equipment with South Burlington. 

10. Public Works Facility Sewer Service 
There was discussion of connecting the new public works facility to town sewer rather 
than having a mound septic system. Rick McGuire reviewed limitations with an on-site 
system for a public works facility. The public works task force supports connection to the 
town sewer service. The sewer allocation ordinance could be modified to allow extension 
of service only for public facilities. Bruce Hoar added state regulations for on-site 
systems are changing so an even larger mound system may be needed for the public 
works facility in order to handle vehicle washing. Mr. Hoar pointed out that while the site 
can support a mound system there are wetlands so other uses on the land in addition to 
the public works facility may not be feasible. The public works facility is the #1 priority 
for the property. 

Jeff Fehrs expressed concern about making an exception for the town with regard to 
sewer service when requests from residents outside the sewer service area have been 
denied. The town should not treat itself differently than how the townspeople are treated. 
Chris Roy pointed out the public works facility is a public project with a community 
purpose serving the town and having the facility on sewer service will be cheaper and 
better for all the citizens of Williston. 

MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to request that a revision to 
the Sewer Allocation Ordinance be prepared to allow for an exception for properties 
located outside the sewer district to connect into the public sewer system as long as 
that property is used for municipal purposes.  VOTING: 4 ayes, one nay (Jeff 
Fehrs); motion carried. 

11. Declaration of Official Intent 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to adopt the declaration of 
official intent for reimbursement of certain expenditures for the new public works 
facility from the proceeds of indebtedness. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion 
carried. 
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12. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported the following: 

• Per the financial report revenues and expenditures are on target overall. Local 
options tax revenue figure has not yet been received and is forthcoming. 

• Attorney Joe Fallon sent an email regarding appeal of the tax assessment process 
with Maple Tree Place. The Selectboard can decide the action to take. 

• Information on Meadow Run is forthcoming. 
• The Town Manager will be on vacation the week of May 27, 2013. 


13. Other Business 
Catering Permit 
Rick McGuire reported request was received for a catering permit for a wedding and 
reception (150 guests) at Catamount Family Center on June 15, 2013. There will be 
outdoor music to end at 11 PM.  Jeff Fehrs recused himself from the discussion because 
his property is adjacent to Catamount Family Center. 

MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to approve the catering 
permit request for the June 15, 2013 event at Catamount Family Center. VOTING: 
4 ayes, one abstention (Jeff Fehrs); motion carried. 

Selectboard Retreat 
The retreat is May 22, 2013 at 4 PM at the Police Station. 

14. Adjournment 
There was no further business before the Selectboard and the meeting was adjourned at 
9:09 PM. 

RScty: M.E.Riordan


