Town of Williston
Board of Civil Authority
September 1, 2016

Members Present: ~ Deb Beckett Andy Mikell
Ben Rose Terry Macaig
Jim McCullough Ginger Morton

Others Present: Charles Coney (Lister) Harold Cort (Lister)
Bill Hinman (Assessor)

Ch. Andy Mikell reconvened the Hearings at 6:00 PM for the Appeals of the decision of
the Board of Listers.

1. Asten Johnson 192 Industrial Ave

Ginger Morton read the report of the inspection committee. She explained that the
inspection was conducted on August 22 with Tommy Li, representing Asten Johnson, and
Mr. Swan from Asten Johnson present.

The report of the Inspection Committee is attached.

On a motion by Andy Mikell, seconded by Ginger Morton it was unanimously voted
concur with the findings of the Inspection Committee to lower the building value to
$3,371,010 and the total assessment lowered to $3,955,410.

2. David & Pamela Simendinger 88 Callaway Drive

Ginger Morton read the report of the inspection committee and explained the process
used by the Inspection Committee noting that a site visit was done on the land only.

The report of the Inspection Committee is attached.

On a motion by Terry Macaig and seconded by Ginger Morton it was unanimously voted
to concur with the Inspection Committee findings and that the value of the Simendinger
property remain at $1,236,000.

3. Home Depot 759 Harvest Lane

Ch. Andy Mikell reconvened the hearing at 6:20 PM.

No representative of Home Depot was present for this hearing.

Bill Hinman, Assessor, explained the theory of “dark stores” in regards to the big box

stores. He pointed out that the “dark store” argument is that that even though the
buildings are fully occupied with successful businesses now the stores are constructed for



the sole purpose of their retail establishment that it would be very costly for anyone else
to come in and take over the space and have to completely redo it. He also noted that
many of the buildings have an incumbrance that no other similar business can go into that
space which they are arguing makes the value of the building much less than what is
considered fair market value.

Bill also explained that this property is assessed using the same model as all other retail
properties.

Ch. Mikell recessed the hearing and appointed the Inspection Committee of Terry
Macaig, Andy Mikell and Jim McCullough.

Ch. Mikell recessed the hearings to September 6, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.

Minutes submitted by
Deborah Beckett
Town Clerk



