Chapter 22 This chapter establishes a design review
overlay district and some broadly applicable

Design Review standards for architectural and site design in
that overlay. Additional, more specific
architectural and site design standards also
apply in many zoning districts. Landscape
design is addressed in Chapter 23.

22.1 Purpose

22.1.1 What is the purpose of the design reviewrdits and standards adopted in this chapter?
Design review is intended to help ensure that neldings and major additions to existing buildings
along Williston’s major roads make a positive cimttion to the visual character of the community,
and thus to its continued success as a placegpléiarn, play, work, and conduct business.

22.1.2 Does the town have the authority to reguldasign?Yes. 24 V.S.A. 4414(1)(E) authorizes
Vermont municipalities to create design reviewrilits and require a detailed review of the design
features of development within those districtsidjof.2 of theTown Plan states:

The Town of Williston will continue to promote commercial site planning and architectural
design that responds to the vision stated in Chapter 2. This will be accomplished via the
existing design review process, with some additions and revisions.

22.1.3 Isn’t design just a matter of preference taste?No. While most design review standards
cannot be made quantitative like the dimensiorahddrds adopted in this bylaw, the standards
adopted here address definite, easily identifiechehts of proposed developments and call for levels
of performance with which compliance can be asskissa way that is consistent and fair.

22.2 Design Review District

22.2.1 What are the boundaries of the design revidistrict? The design review district that is
established in this chapter is not a separate gatistrict (the zoning established in Chapters 21-4
of this bylaw applies everywhere in Williston).i#t an overlay that includes the BPzZD, GZDS,
GZDN, GZDW, MUCZD, MURZD, and TCZD, and all lots the 1ZDW that abut Marshall Avenue
or Route 2.

Isn’t there also design review in the Village?es, but the VZD is a separate zoning districtwhich design review is
established under a different authority in Chaggeof this bylaw.

22.2.2 Is all development in the design review idstsubject to the standards adopted henda.
The design review standards adopted in this chapelly broadly: all new commercial, industrial,
and institutional buildings and multiple-family dilegs, and major additions to those buildings are
covered. The design review standards adopted snctipter do not apply to one and two family
dwellings or to accessory structures that are isithle from a public way.

22.2.3 If these standards only say “should,” dodally have to comply¥es, to the extent feasible.
The use of ‘should’ and similar formulations ofrglards in this chapter does not exempt anyone
from compliance. This language is, instead, an @ask@dgement of the wide range of building and
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site types, and contexts, and of the difficultywiting design review standards that can addréss th
diversity. ‘Should’ provides some flexibility foné DRB to accept practical solutions that are é th
spirit of theTown Plan and these standards.

22.3 Architectural Design: Form, Color and Materials. The form (shape), colors, and materials used in
the surrounding buildings are, after signs, thetmo$iceable feature of a streetscape. How wel} dre
designed will be a major determinant of the sucedssth commercially and as a part of the community
of a development.

22.3.1 Respect the ConteAthe choice of building form, colors, and matergiisuld be compatible
with the surrounding landscape and built environimkns especially important that the bulk and
proportions (height, width, depth) not be a radasgparture from the context, except in redeveloping
areas where larger buildings are consistent wigfTtwn Plan or an applicable specific plan.

22.3.2 Form Should Follow FunctionBuilding facades should reflect true building foomto say
it another way, the building’s functions. Falsenfisvare generally inappropriate.

22.3.3 Provide EnclosureStreets and outdoor spaces like urban parks (gre#azas, squares,
whatever you call them) function best if the surmding buildings are tall enough to provide a sense
of enclosure. Construction of multiple story buigs is strongly encouraged in some zoning districts
(BPZD, MUCZD, MURZD, TCZD), but this principle appb everywhere.

22.3.4 Size Outdoor Spaces Propetlirban parks (the generic term for greens, plaszasares, and
similar outdoor spaces) are not comfortable forsiffethey are too large. These spaces should be
sized appropriately so that a sense of enclosugragided by the surrounding buildings and
landscaping.

How Big is Too Big?A rule-of thumb is that the width of an urban péhe distance between the surrounding buildings,
including sidewalks and streets, if any are presmntvell as the urban park should be no more abant twice (2X) the
height of the surrounding buildings. So, the maximwidth of an urban park where there is a 36-faght limit should
not be much more than 72 feet. The performancedatdnadopted above provides designers and the Di@Bsame
flexibility by not stating a number.

22.3.5 Use a Variety of Colors and Materials, buttiVRestraint. A variety of colors and materials
with different textures should be used to creasealiinterest in buildings, but the variation irloro
and materials should not be simply for variety’gesdt should reflect the functions that must be
served. For example, the sign band on a buildingroup of buildings could be used to introduce a
different color and material. Likewise, differentatarials could be used to mark entrances, as
required by WDB 22.4.1.

22.3.6 Avoid Dead WallPead walls are prohibited in the most pedestria@ated zoning districts
(MUCZD, MURZD, TCZD), but should be avoided in mamgher situations. At the least
architectural features, including doors, windows] detailing should offer some horizontal and/or
vertical relief from monotonous walls.

22.3.7 Do Not Use Reflective MaterialPesigners should choose building materials thahato
generate glare. The DRB may require that roof, vealbther materials be non-reflective. The DRB
may also limit the glass area presented by a Imgltdo minimize glare. WDB 31.9.8.3 provides
additional authority to limit the use of reflectiveaterials in the ARZD and GZDS.
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22.4 Architectural Design: Doors and Windows.Doors and windows connect a building to the
community. How they are placed and spaced is aoitapt element of the streetscape.

22.4.1 Mark Building Entrances
22.4.1.1 _Entrances and Architecture. Principal ding entrances should be marked by

architectural features that make their locatiowlilgavisible from the parking areas, pedestrian
ways, and streets that serve the building.

22.4.1.2 Entrances and the Site Plan. Way-findinthé principal entrances of the building
should be reinforced by the site plan, including gilacement of sidewalks, landscaping,
outdoor lighting, signage, and the location of fimal outdoor areas, which may relate to,
but not obscure the entrance.

22.4.1.3 Relationship to the Street. A strong,alirelationship between principal building
entrances and the street is required in some zodisigicts. See the BPzZD, MUCZD,
MURZD, and TCZD.

22.4.2 Protect Building Entrances

22.4.2.1 From the Climate. Principal building entras must be provided with permanent
overhead protection from the elements, includirgand snow falling from the roof.

22.4.2.2_From Conflicts. Service areas, includingngster and utility enclosures, must be
separated from principal building entrances.

Isn’t that obvious? Williston actually has some particularly egregioigations of this standard. People who want
to dine at the Ponderosa walk right by the dumpstetosure. Depending on where they park, officekess in
Building C of Maple Tree Place must pass betweangters and loading doors.

22.4.3 Provide AirlocksPrincipal entrances to buildings must incorpogateirlock. This standard
does not apply to entrances for vehicles, to lapdors, or to emergency exits used for that p&pos
only. The DRB may permit other exceptions to ti@ndard for minor entrances.

22.4.4 Use Doors and Windows to Provide a Strongf, Gompatible Visual Pattern or Rhythm.
The placement and spacing of doors and windowsldlweate a consistent rhythm and the size and
design of doors and windows must be compatible thighbuilding’s overall size and bulk, and with
the pattern of entrances and fenestration of neigid buildings.

22.4.5 Shield Light Spill from WindowaNhere the terrain does not provide it, landsaapimall be
used to screen and diffuse the light emanating feoge banks of windows. Compliance with this
standard is especially important for proposed lngjs on slopes. For the application of this statidar
in the GZDS see WDB 34.8.5.5.

22.5 Architectural Design: Roofs
22.5.1 Use Pitched RoofRitched roofs are preferred over flat, but itdkreowledged that a flat roof

may be most practical for some types of buildirgpeeially in the IZDW. Pitched roofs are required
wherever a height incentive is claimed under WDE 3V, 38.5.4, or 41.5.4.
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22.5.2 Consider Sliding Ice and SnoBuilding entrances (see WDB 22.4.2.1), parkingayand
pedestrian ways must be protected from ice and shidmg off roofs. This may be accomplished
by a roof plan that directs ice and snow away ftbese areas and/or by structural protection.

22.5.3 Use Compatible Colors, Forms, and Materid®of colors, forms, and materials should be
compatible with the colors, detailing, and materiased on the building and on neighboring
buildings. Variations in roof form should reflettet building’s function, reinforce the architectural
detailing (for example, roof form could be usedh@p mark entrances, as required by WDB
22.4.1.1), and not be overly complicated.

22.5.4 Hide Roof DrainsRoof drains must be integrated into the desigh®facade on which they
are mounted, not added as an afterthought.

22.5.5 Consider the View from AbovEhere are a few places in Williston's design rewiistrict
where a roof may be viewed from above. New devetayirin those places must provide a rendering
of the view of the roof in its application for asdretionary permit and the DRB may require
modifications of the plans submitted (switchingnfrooof-mounted to ground-mounted mechanical
equipment for example) to minimize the impact oavlew.

22.6 Mixed Use BuildingsWilliston’s Town Plan encourages mixed-use development, with the goal of
making it possible for people to live near commaraervices and places of employment. There is,
however, a higher potential for conflict among uaesmixed, and especially where they are mixatién
same building.

22.6.1 What must mixed-use developments do to emswmpatibility?First, the plans submitted
for a proposed mixed-use development must clesenahstrate compliance with the standards
adopted in this chapter. In particular, the appliciould anticipate the need for sound-proofindy an
show how that has been provided in compliance @itapter 18 of this bylaw.

22.6.2 Are there additional standards for buildinglsat house both residential and commercial
uses?Yes.

22.6.2.1 Entrances

» Different uses may share an entrance, but the ipeh@&ntrance/s to the
dwellings shall not pass directly by solid wastataiers or other equipment
or installations that must be screened or locatealydrom neighboring uses,
as required by Chapter 23 of this bylaw.

» The principal entrance to the dwellings should fteenfthrough a pedestrian-
scale space, not directly from a parking lot tlsatliso used for commercial
purposes. This could mean entry from a pedestriandly commercial
streetscape or entry via a private courtyard oilaimapace.

22.6.2.2 Hours of Operation

» As provided in Chapter 18 of this bylaw, the DRBynimapose limits on the
hours of operation of businesses in mixed-use dewetnts to help maintain
use compatibility.
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 The DRB may also impose limits on the hours duvitich deliveries may be
accepted and/or trash collection may be scheduled.

22.6.2.3 Outdoor Space. Residents of mixed-uselibgs shall have reasonable access to an
outdoor space. This could be in the form of a pew@urtyard or door yard garden, but can
also be in the form of an urban or neighborhood gaait is within a five-minute walk.

22.6.2.4 _Signs and Lighting. The location and desifysigns and outdoor lighting is even
more important than usual in mixed-use developmérite DRB may impose limits on signs
and outdoor lighting that are more stringent tHasé established elsewhere in this bylaw to
ensure use compatibility in mixed-use developments.

22.6.2.5_Soundproofing. The DRB will require apphts to demonstrate that night-time
interior sound levels in the residential portiohpmposed mixed-use developments will not
exceed 40 dBAo.

22.6.2.6 Views. Dwellings in proposed mixed-usddings must be designed to provide their
residents with views to the mountains, nearby ggpartes, or attractive streetscapes. Designs
that feature views primarily of rooftops, parkinmgas, or service spaces will be rejected.

22.7 Outdoor Lighting. Chapter 24 of this bylaw regulates the intensity sype of outdoor illumination
that may be provided. Beyond those standards, mlesigew will consider the choice of luminaires)go
pole bases, and other elements of the outdooitiglst/stem, which should complement and be comigatib
with the other design features of the building drelsite.

22.8 SignsArchitectural and site design must anticipate thedhfor signs as required by Chapter 25 of
this bylaw.

22.9 Site PlanningThe functional aspects of site planning are covaeredher chapters of this bylaw and
additional site design standards apply in manyrapuristricts.

22.9.1 Respect the TerraifConsistent with the watershed protection standafdshapter 29 and
the specific standards adopted in some districtldihgs, parking areas, and other site
improvements should fit the terrain, rather thasltnd being fit to the building.

22.9.2 Build a Strong Street Line, as Appropriate the Area.Buildings, not parking areas, should
dominate streetscapes in the commercial and misedzoning districts, while an ample green
planting strip and buffer should be provided in iti@ustrial zoning districts.

22.9.3 Leave Front Yards Opefront yard (along the street) fencing is genenadlyy permitted for
commercial, industrial, institutional, or multi-fagn developments. The DRB may allow an
exception to this standard for industrial developtaavhere it finds that the presence of hazards or
need for security outweigh the aesthetic valuenaben streetscape.

22.9.4 Fencing and ScreeningVhere fencing is provided, it shall be of a typat is compatible
with the surrounding landscape and uses. Traditiferecing patterns, like stone walls or picket
fences, will be preferred. The DRB may permit sggdencing of side and back yards where it is
necessary to prevent public access.
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