
Village Design Guide & Chapter 25 Requirements 

The village design guide specifically calls out signs. Any sign requirements should be merged into 

Chapter 25, not Chapter 42.  

Language from Village Design 

Guide 

WDB Chapter 25 Language Staff Comments 

The Williston Sign Ordinance 

provides specific guidelines for 

sign proposals. This bulletin is 

not intended to replace the 

specific information listed in the 

Ordinance but rather provide 

useful suggestions. Please ask 

for a copy of the Sign Ordinance 

if you have specific concerns. 

Table 25.A sets standards for 

VZD signs  

Staff proposes bylaw revisions 

to Chapter 25 to incorporate 

design standards for VZD 

signage, not merging with 

Chapter 42.  

Keep signs subordinate to 

buildings and streetscape. Sign 

colors, materials, sizes, shapes, 

and type of illumination 

should reinforce the 

composition and preservation of 

the facade. 

Table 25.A limits size & number 

of freestanding signs, wall signs, 

and directional/building 

numbers.   

Bylaw is sufficient. Restricting 

sign content is a violation of 

first amendment rights. Our 

bylaw can only regulate signage 

structures, mounts, or lighting 

fixtures  

The size of free standing signs 

should be limited so that they do 

not obscure the building's main 

facade, break patterns of the 

streetscape's facades and yards, 

or cause alteration to the 

greenbelt. 

25.A limits to 1 sign of 16 SF, 

height to 8-ft, 5-ft setback, 

“permanent freestanding signs 

will be placed in greenbelt, 

additional landscaping 

optional.”  

Bylaw contradicts design guide 

in regards to Greenbelt.  

Low monument signs are 

recommended. 

Freestanding signs limited to 8-

ft in height  

Bylaw is sufficient  

Signs placed on buildings 

should be limited to small 

identification panels at the 

entrance instead of projecting 

off the building. 

Table 25.A projecting signs are 

not permitted, suspended signs 

under overhangs permitted 1 per 

entrance. Limited to 1 wall sign 

of 16 SF.  

Bylaw contradicts design guide. 

Wall signs are allowed, by the 

smallest size allowed in town: 

16 SF (other districts are 24 or 

32 SF)  

Signs should be illuminated with 

indirect light rather than 

internally. They should be 

downward shielded. The source 

of illumination should not be 

visible from adjoining properties 

or the road. 

WDB 25.6.7  

Only fully shielded, downward 

facing lighting is allowed. Time 

illuminated is limited.  

Bylaw is sufficient.  

Wood is the preferable material 

for signs, whether they are 

located in neighborhoods where 

older buildings of brick or wood 

prevail, or associated with new 

construction. 

No bylaw requirement.  Create material requirement for 

sign panels, mounts and 

freestanding monuments.  

 


