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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of July 10, 2013 

 

Members Present: Carl Runge, Mike Harris, Eric Howe, Marie-Claude Beaudette, Jean Kissner 

Members Absent: Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey  

Staff Present:   Jessica Andreoletti, Tommy Nieuwenhuis 

Others Present: None 

 

1. Call to Order:  7:10 AM  

 

2. Approval of Minutes  

 

Mike MOVED to approve the minutes of the June 26
th

 WCC meeting as drafted by Jessica.  Eric SECONDED the 

motion and it passed unanimously.  

 

3. Projects Under Review  

 

DP 13 – 22:  Howard, Butternut Road, Williston, a request for a boundary line adjustment between 

two undeveloped parcels off Butternut Road in the Agricultural Residential Zoning District (ARZD).  

 

The WCC met with Gary Howard on site to assess the proposed lot and development site. The WCC 

concluded that the proposed building site would not obstruct a visual focal point and would not 

adversely affect the viewshed from Butternut Rd in general. The WCC did point out that the required 

set back from Butternut road is 50 feet and that the side and rear yard setbacks are 10 and 15 feet 

respectively and so the building envelope should be revised to reflect the setbacks.  

4. Emerald Ash Borer, Emergency Preparedness Plan, Matt Leonard  

 

This item was tabled. This item will be postponed to either an 8/14 or 8/21 WCC meeting depending 

on if the group decides to start meeting again on the 1
st

 and 3
rd

 Wednesday’s as opposed to the 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 Wednesdays.  

 

5. Environmental Reserve Fund Priority Map Discussion 

 

Tommy gave the group a revision of the ERF priority map. Tommy asked if there are any further 

adjustments. The WCC suggested adding footnotes on maps explaining what “protected lands” 

means; confirming whether or not a conservation easement exist for Landvator; explain the 

differences between the two priority maps (old and new); make a table showing the natural resource 

protections on the high priority parcels (such as why is the Beebe parcel high priority?); add more 

descriptions to the point system; present the final product in a 3 ring binder; give a point to 

ridgelines; add focal points as a category from the visual assessment overlay; give undeveloped land 2 

points instead of 1; make Chatham Woods and Wildflower Circle common land white; break the 

excluded lands into two categories – white and hatched for really conserved; improve the color 

scheme to make the more important lands darker than the less important lands and stick with one 

hue. Tommy agreed to make the revisions and present them at the next WCC meeting. 

 

6. Staff Report 
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a. New Items 

i. Intern report  

b. Follow-up Items 

i. Vermont Gas Line proposal – no progress 

ii. State Wide Tree Nursery – no progress  

iii. UVM Assessment of Allen Brook WQ Monitoring Data Results – no progress 

iv. Siple Farm Dump Site – no progress 

v. Update the proposed trails map – no progress 

vi. Invasive Species Program Initiation – no progress 

 

5. Other Business  

 

The WCC considered going back to the 1
st

 and 3
rd

 of the month as opposed to the 2
nd

 and 4
th

 since the 2
nd

 and 

4
th

 always follow an evening Development Review Board meeting, which makes for a late night and an early 

morning for staff.   

 

The WCC also asked Jessica to follow up with Bob Heiser or John Ramsey from the Vermont Land Trust 

regarding that status of the Bruce Farm project. 

 

6. Adjournment – 9:02 am 

 

Minutes Submitted by Jessica Andreoletti: 7/22/13 

 

Approved by WCC: 7/24/13 


