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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of June 13, 2012 

 
Members Present: Jude Hersey, Carl Runge, Mike Harris, Gary Hawley, Jean Kissner 
Members Absent: Marie-Claude Beaudette, Eric Howe 
Staff Present:  Jessica Andreoletti, Zack Theberge 
Others Present: none 
 
Call to Order:  7:09 AM  
 
1. Approval of Minutes:  
 
Jean MOTIONED to approve the minutes of the May 23rd WCC meeting as drafted by Jessica with a few 
corrections. Mike SECONDED the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
2. Summer Intern Zack Theberge 
 
New WCC intern Zack Theberge introduced himself to the group and gave an update of how he spent the first 
few weeks on the job. Work included trail maintenance, working with Lauren from the Winooski Valley Park 
District to help remove and map invasives, identifying stream and wetland buffer infringement on private land, 
inventorying Allen Brook restoration sites and salvaging tree protection materials, and researching how to 
identify sources of  E. coli through a process called ribotyping ($30,000). The group decided that ribotyping 
may not be a reasonable choice for the Allen Brook because the brook is not typically used for swimming - 
money could be better spent towards restoration projects. The WCC suggested that Zack look into Cl sampling 
results and the different types of road salt used (liquid, etc) in the winter. They also suggested that Zack ask 
Home Depot, and other local businesses, about their donation and volunteer program. 
 
3. Conant Lease Agreement 
 
The WCC discussed the terms of a revised land lease agreement for the Conant’s who have been cropping the 
former Mehan land south of Route 2 for many years. The group discussed options including charging for the 
lease, stream buffer widths ranging from 50-feet to 150-feet, and allowing other agricultural activities on the 
land by advertising the option to the public via the Observer. The group agreed to allow 6-yrs for the 
development of an alternative a process. 
 
Jude MOTIONED to approve the Conant minutes of the May 23rd WCC meeting as drafted by Jessica with a 
few corrections. Jean SECONDED the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
4. FY13 VAST Agreement 
 
The WCC reviewed the previous year’s VAST agreement and found that no changes were necessary to fulfill 
the FY13 Agreement. With the understanding the town did not receive any complaints over the 2011 – 2012 
season, and since Public Works is not requesting any changes to the proposed Agreement, the WCC 
recommends that the Selectboard approve and accept the VAST FY13 Annual Agreement as drafted by Jessica. 
 
Carl MOTIONED to accept the FY13 VAST agreement as drafted by Jessica. June SECONDED the motion and 
it passed unanimously.  
 
5. Staff Report 

• New Items 
i. Lake Iroquois Overlay District – Jessica explained that the District project was 

underway. The WCC was interested in learning if the Lake Iroquois Recreation District 
mowed the land on the west side of the lake. The group also suggested that staff prepare 
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a conservation write-up of the land around the lake – part of the FN program (carl has a 
copy).  

ii. Sucker Brook Footbridge Construction Schedule – Jessica reported that the bid 
announcements were released for the construction of the footbridge and would be due 
on June 14th. 

• Follow-up Items 
i. Improve trail signage at MPCP – The group recommended that Zack display a trail 

map at the confusing locations.  
ii. Generate a list of Management Plans with dates - tabled  

iii. Update the proposed trails map after P&Z work plan is complete – no progress. 
iv. Revisit the WVPD work plan – no progress. 
v. Review new easement language for the Siple Farm as drafted by VLT – The WCC 

was very concerned about the dump site along the Allen Brook and urges that the VLT 
ask the Siples to take action within next 2 months.  

 
6. Other Business:  

• Isham barn lighting 6/15 8 PM.  
• Ginger WCC suggests the WCC prepare a Home Grown Heroes float for July 4th.  

 
7. Adjournment:   9:12 AM 
 
 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jessica Andreoletti: 7/11/12 
 
Approved by WCC: Approved 
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