Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of March 27, 2013

Members Marie-Claude Beaudette, Jude Hersey, Eric Howe
Present:

Members Carl Runge, Gary Hawley, Jean Kissner, Mike Harris
Absent:

Staff Present: Jessica Andreoletti

Others Present: Ross Saxton, Keith Thompson

1. Call to Order: 7:10 AM

2. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the March 13" WccC meeting were not approved due to lack of a quorum.

3. WCC Participation in the Lake Champlain International BLUE Program (Ross Saxton, 8 AM)

Ross Saxton, Director of Conservation and Education with Lake Champlain International, gave an
overview of the BLUE program. Ross explained that the BLUE program was currently active in five
towns: Colchester, Shelburne, Winooski, Waterbury, and Burlington. He currently has $10,000 in
grant dollars to initiate the program in Williston contingent upon a $5000 match from the town.
Jessica suggested that a combination of funds from the capital budget, WCC, and Public Works may
be enough to cover the requested amount. Ross said the payments could be broken up between FY13
and FY14. Ross requested a commitment by the end of April. The WCC agreed to revisit this topic at
the April 10" WCC meeting.

4. Invasive Species Program (Keith Thompson, 8:30 AM)

Chittenden County Forester, Keith Thompson, gave an overview of the Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area (CISMA) Champlain Valley Group and program called the Invasive Terrestrial Plant
Treatment on Working Forests and Conserved Natural Areas in Vermont’s Forest Priority Areas. The
purpose of the program is to:

1. Increase recognition by the public and local governments of the impact that invasive plants

have on valued natural resources.
2. Advance neighborhood awareness of invasive plants across parcel boundaries, town and
county lines through the facilitation of direct conversations among neighbors.
3. Map invasive plants on individual parcels in a manner that leads to identification, selection
and pursuit of control options on private, and public properties in targeted priority areas.
4. Equip landowners and communities with the understanding and skills to communicate
invasive plant issues, prevent them where possible and respond to them where problems
exist.
The program was developed for Huntington, Hinesburg, Richmond, Shelburne, Charlotte, Ferrisburg,
Monkton and Starksboro, however Keith explained how Williston could adopt the model. Keith
suggested coordinating with our neighboring towns, especially Hinesburg, in our efforts to control
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invasives. He suggested planning for a demonstration site at a town park so that landowners can
recognize the town’s commitment to managing invasives. He suggested a goal of targeting 10
properties, developing 10 maps, and developing 10 weed management plans. Then funding could be
sought (perhaps from NRCS) to do the work. He suggested hosting neighborhood events. Keith would
participate in these events as long as there was a neighborhood commitment for action. The overall
goal of the neighborhood events is to encourage landowners manage invasives on their own land.
The next CISMA meeting is in early April 9" in Hinesburg Town Hall. The first 20 towns to develop a
weed management plan will receive a $500 implementation grant. Keith explained that barberry,
common or glossy buckthorn, honeysuckle, multi flora rose, bittersweet, phragmitis and knotweed
are potentially good focus invasives for Williston.

5. Natural Resource Assessment of the Lyon Property (south of I1-89) - Tabled
6. Discussion of Open Meeting Rules - Tabled

7. Staff Report
a. New ltems
i. AVCC Update - Tabled

ii. Mud Pond Trail Report — Jessica shared the Timber & Stone Mud Pond Trail
report with the group and explained how David Raphael’s UVM class is
planning to design and construct the trail in April.

iii. Trail Building at Mud Pond (volunteer needed) — Jessica reported that the
students are providing all the necessary volunteer labor.

iv. 2013 LaRosa Partnership Grant (QAPP signature) — As the Quality Assurance
Officer, Eric Howe signed the LaRosa Partnership Grant Quality Assurance Plan
for the Allen Brook water quality monitoring project.

v. Allen Brook Plantings Update (removal of tree guards) — Jessica informed the
group of the various restoration plantings scheduled for May.

vi. Sucker Brook Plantings Update - Tabled

vii. Muddy Brook Restoration Update (Town Plan Section 11.2.4) - Tabled
b. Follow-up Items
i. Vermont Gas Line proposal — no progress

ii. State Wide Tree Nursery — no progress

iii. UVM Assessment of Allen Brook WQ Monitoring Data Results — no progress

iv. Siple Farm Dump Site — no progress

v. Update the proposed trails map after P&Z work plan is complete — no

progress

vi. Review new easement language for the Siple Farm as drafted by VLT — no

progress

1. Other Business — None

2. Adjournment-9:15 AM



Minutes Submitted by Jessica Andreoletti: 4/8/13

Approved by WCC: 4/10/13
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