Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of January 9, 2013

Members Present: Marie-Claude Beaudette, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Gary Hawley, Mike Harris, Jean
Kissner

Members Absent: Eric Howe

Staff Present: Jessica Andreoletti

Others Present: Bob Heiser, Jon Ramsay

Call to Order: 7:08 AM
1. Approval of Minutes

Mike MOVED to approve the minutes of the December 12" wcc meeting as drafted by Jessica. Carl SECONDED
the motion and it passed unanimously.

2. Lyons Property Management Plan

Jessica presented a draft of the Lyon Property Management Plan. The group discussed details of the plan
including history of the property and how the property should be managed moving forward. The group agreed
that the WCC should be responsible for general management and that Public Works should be responsible for
general maintenance in cooperation with the WCC. The group had questions about the effect that the
development of the rest area may have had on the 8-acre development limit on the Lyon property. The group
also asked if the parcel had been surveyed. Jessica agreed to research those questions and revise the draft plan
based on the group’s comments.

3. Bruce Farm Conservation Easement, VLT

Bob Heiser and John Ramsay from the Vermont Land Trust spoke about the status of the Bruce Farm
conservation easement and explained Mr. Bruce’s proposal to exclude 12 acres from the easement area. The
12 acre exclusion would allow Mr. Bruce to convey that 12 acres to a friend via subdivision once growth
management allocation became available in the ARZD, which could take as long as 2016. Bob and John also
discussed the benefits and drawbacks to requiring a 50, 100, or 150 ft buffer along the Allen Brook, which runs
through the Bruce property. The group also discussed the idea of accepting a smaller buffer with a
requirement to install the appropriate Best Management Practices (BMP) for the proposed use, such as fencing
the buffer if the land is used for grazing. Other BMPs should include those that are required of Medium Farm
Operations (MFO), even if the farm is not registered as a MFO. The group settled on requiring a 100 foot buffer
with a requirement that the appropriate BMPs would be used.

4. Staff Report
e New Items - None
o Follow-up Items
i.  State Wide Tree Nursery — no progress
iii. UVM Assessment of Allen Brook WQ Monitoring Data Results — no progress
iii.  Siple Farm Dump Site — no progress
iv. Update the proposed trails map after P&Z work plan is complete — no progress
V. Review new easement language for the Siple Farm as drafted by VLT — no progress

5. Other Business
e 1/7 Selectboard Meeting Report — Mike, Carl, and Jude shared what happened at the 1/7
Selectboard meeting in regards to the WCC, ERF, and WVPD budgets.
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6. Adjournment —-9:00 AM

Minutes Submitted by Jessica Andreoletti: 1/22/13

Approved by WCC:
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