
 1 

Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of January 11, 2012 

 
Members Present: Marie-Claude Beaudette, Jean Kissner, Jude Hersey, Eric Howe, Gary Hawley 
Members Absent: Carl Runge, Mike Harris 
Staff Present:  Jessica Andreoletti, Andy Rowe, Howard Novak 
Call to Order:  7:00 AM  
 
1. Approval of Minutes:  

 
Jude MOTIONED to approve the minutes of the December 28th WCC meeting as drafted by Jessica. Marie-
Claude SECONDED the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
2. Projects Under Review 

 
DP 12 – 08; Howard Novak, 353 Golf Course Road, request Pre-Application approval to subdivide his 
property into three lots in the Agriculture Rural Zoning District (ARZD). 

 
The group met onsite with Mr. Novak to walk the Novak property. After the site walk the group reconvened 
with Mr. Novak in the town offices to discuss the findings and recommendations. The group agreed that while 
the project was simple, a wetland delineation still needs to be conducted and discrepancies still exist in terms of 
the existing lot size. 

 
Marie-Claude MOTIONED to approve the Findings and Recommendations for DP 12-08 as drafted by Jessica. 
Jude SECONDED the motion and it passed unanimously.  

 
DP 09-01 (Phase 1-B); Snyder Taft Corners LLC, request for a Discretionary Permit to construct Phase 
1-B including 8 row houses, 22 townhouses, and 18 single family homes as well as streets, parking areas 
and appurtenances at 5987 Williston Road in the Tafts Corner Zoning District (TCZD). 

 
Project Engineer Andy Rowe explained the revisions to the landscaping plan in response to the WCC’s 
recommendations from the December 28th WCC meeting. Revisions included the following: 

• Snow storage areas where shown on the plans where practical.   
• Areas outside of Phase 1B were eliminated.  
• The plant list was added to sheet 22. 
• Existing contours, proposed contours, and flow arrows were added. 
• Red chokeberry and Siberian dogwood shrubs were substituted for the arborvitae along the watershed 

protection buffer.  A fourth option of using river birch trees was also added for marking the watershed 
protection buffer. 

The group discussed the proposed changes. The group supported the proposed combination of boulders, 
trees/shrubs, and fence to delineate the 150-foot watershed protection buffer for the Allen Brook, but noted that 
plant species should be native to Vermont and well suited for the existing soil conditions. The group 
recommended that the applicant consider additional ways to further incorporate runoff and erosion control 
measures into the landscaping. The WCC also suggested that the Williston Tree Warden be involved with the 
oversight of the landscaping installation in some way. 
 
Gary MOTIONED to approve the Findings and Recommendations for DP 09-01 as drafted by Jessica. Jude 
SECONDED the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
3. Staff Report: None 

 
4. Other Business: Eric reported on the outcome of the January 9th Selectboard meeting where he and Carl 

Runge presented the WCC’s memo regarding the FY13 town allocations for the Environmental Reserve 
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Fund and the Winooski Valley Park District. Eric also reported that members from the Williston Green 
Initiative Committee made a case for the proposed FY13 town allocation for the solar tracker project. 

 
5. Adjournment:   9:00 AM 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jessica Andreoletti: 1/23/12 
Approved by WCC: 1/25/12 
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