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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of October 15, 2014 

 

Members Present: Gary Hawley, Mike Harris, Jean Kissner, Carl Runge, Eric Howe, Jude Hersey 

Members Absent: Marie Claude Burdette  None 

Staff Present:   Ken Belliveau 

Others Present: None 

 
1. Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:09 AM. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes  
 
Carl MOVED to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2014 WCC meeting as drafted by Ken. 
 
3. Emerald Ash Borer Preparedness Plan 
The commission reviewed the plan that was prepared over the summer by Nick Clemens one of our 
interns.  Ken explained that the Selectboard is scheduled to review the plan soon.  Jude said there are 
some regional efforts that might be worthwhile for Williston to partner up with.  Jude also suggested 
that a public education effort will be necessary.  Gary said that he knows of a short video that might 
be useful in helping people visualize the potential problem.  Carl said we’d want to get this in front of 
the Selectboard before the budget gets formulated.  The cost could vary depending on how rapidly 
the town moves forward and whether both tree removal and tree replacement is included.  The 
commission discussed a number of possible dates to talk about this with the Selectboard.  Gary said 
he would favor only cutting trees down that it was planned to replace.  Jean said she agreed.  
Diseased trees, on the other hand, should be cut right away.  It was suggested that the town should 
consider budgeting $10,000 a year to start dealing with the issue, but that might have to increase as 
the disease progresses.  There was consensus to try to get on the Selectboard agenda on November 
3, 2014.  Jude said she would try to get some additional information. 
 
4. Conservation and Trail Easements, Burnett Property Williston Road 
Ken said he spoke with Jessica and she confirmed that the existing trail across the Pine Crest Village 
property.  The conservation easement will be funded by the Vermont Land Trust.  We would get a 
trail easement, and then the town would have to develop and maintain. 
 
6. Update on Chatham Woods Trails and Paths 
Ken said he will follow up will Peter Keibel from the local Act 250 office about what amendments to 
the Act 250 permit might be needed and what the fees would be to change the trail and path plan 
across the property.  Jude said she didn’t think there would be any opposition from the Heritage 
Meadows HOA. 
 
7. Other Business 
Ken provided an update on the recruitment for the conservation planner position.  There are 
approximately 30 applications.  There was some discussion about forming a search committee.  Jean 
said has experience with recruitments.  Gary said he would also participate.  They will come in on 
Friday morning at 7:30 AM to help sort the resumes.  Gary said it would help if they had a brief sent 
of hiring guidelines they could rank against. 
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Eric asked about the upcoming budget cycle.  Ken said it would be opening up soon. 
 
Eric also asked if James from public works could get on the agenda soon. 
 
Eric said he has a grant with the Intervale on doing some tree planning along the Allen Brook. Ken 
said he had been contacted by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and will be writing a letter to the property 
owners (Snyder) in support of the project and permits. 
 
Gary brought up the Friends of the Winooski project.  Mike summarized some of the discussion from 
the last meeting.  Ann said she would like to make this a priority project.  She would like to do 3-4 
acres in Williston with a town contribution of $2-4,500 over two fiscal years.  Gary asked if this could 
be part of the budget for matching funds with other grants.  Carl said this would be 2/3 of our match 
funds and this would be a very large proportion.  Jean and Carl said we would need a proposal to 
properly evaluate.  Jean said it seems like a good project but it needs to have some limits. Gary said 
he would speak with Ann and would get some additional information 
 
Jude also asked about getting a new schedule of people bringing breakfast treats to the meetings.  
She said she would put one together. 
 
9. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:22 AM. 
 
Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 11/5/2014 
Approved by WCC:  11/5/2014 
 


