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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of September 16, 2020 
Approved 

 Members Present: Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Gary Hawley, Carl Runge, Kim Coleman 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:  Melinda Scott  

Others Present: Reid Willis, Jo Lamarche, Doug Goulette (Lamoureux and Dickinson), Liz 
Grades (SE Group)  

 
1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:30 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: Laura Meyer announced an invasives workday to take place at 

Catamount Community Forest. This event has not been widely publicized because Laura 

believes she has enough volunteers already, including a Boy Scout troop. Chittenden 

County Forester Ethan Tapper will assist in this project by applying glyphosate to cut 

stumps. 

 
3. Approval of September 2, 2020 minutes: Laura made a motion to approve the minutes as 

revised, Kim seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.  

 
4. DP 19-03 Brownell/LaMarche Subdivision: Doug Goulette gave an overview of the 

proposed project. The 52-acre subject parcel would be subdivided into 4 lots – one for the 

existing dwelling, 2 additional residential lots and 1 38-acre open space lot. The proposed 

trail easement was discussed. It terminates close to but not connecting to South Brownell 

Rd. Another easement would be required from an abutting property to connect to the 

road. There is an unofficial pulloff at this location that is sometimes used to access 

Brownell Mt. The trail easement location is far away from existing and proposed 

residences. There is the possibility of a future trail connection to South Burlington 

conserved lands, just across the Muddy Brook from the subject parcel. A connection would 

require another trail easement to be obtained from the Friscia property to the west of the 

subject parcel. 

 
Laura asked about the Class III wetland delineated on the site plan, and whether the bylaw 

afforded protection of Class III wetlands. Melinda stated that the Conservation Commission 

may recommend to the DRB that a Class III wetland be protected if it has high functional 

value. At preapplication the WCC did not recommend that a functional assessment be 

completed. Doug stated that the area of the wetland has been regularly mowed so he does 

not think it has high value. Doug stated that the Class III wetland has been excluded from 

the building envelope. The WCC discussed the building envelopes. Gary noted that there 

are 2 building envelopes on Lot 1, one of which is on the east side of the driveway outside 

the Class III wetland. Is this allowed under the Williston bylaw? Eric and Gary also noted 
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the building envelopes are a lot larger than is typical. Reed noted the apparent presence of 

steep slopes in both lots and asked whether it makes sense to build on those slopes. Doug 

stated the building envelopes were designed to provide as much flexibility for the lot 

owners as possible. Melinda noted that a change in building envelop location would 

require an amendment to the discretionary permit, so she understands the need for 

flexibility. Williston’s regulations stipulate that homesites are restricted to a maximum of ½ 

acre of clearing. 

 

The WCC discussed the recommendation to locate the building envelope on Lot 2 so as to 

minimize tree clearing and protect the hemlocks on the ridge. The term “old growth” used 

in the recommendation is not technically correct and will be deleted. The WCC would like 

the building envelope to be shifted and reduced in size so as to minimize impacts to the 

hemlock grove. 

 

Eric made a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations as revised. Gary 

seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote. 

 
5. Town-wide Trail Assessment (Liz Grades, SE Group): Liz presented the work she and 

Melinda did this past summer to assess the town trails. In order to maintain a sustainable 

trail system its important to know what we have and what condition it is in. WE used a 

digital survey to assess the condition of the trails. The Survey 123 App was used to collect 

data in the field. The data was uploaded to the cloud, and a map and report made for each 

trail system. The data can be easily updated and shared with managers. General trail 

information, access and parking, trail tread conditions, steepness, trail corridor 

information, trail structures and signage was documented. Six areas were assessed – Allen 

Brook Natural Area, Five Tree Hill, Sucker Brook Country Park, Mud Pond Conservation 

Area, Schmoker Trail, and Commons Trail. Liz prepared a maintenance schedule with 

estimated costs based on the information from the field surveys. Melinda said she will 

provide access to all the deliverables – there is an impressive amount of information. 

Melinda will also summarize the information on costs and present it to the Conservation 

Commission and Selectboard. Reed asked whether this app could be used by volunteers to 

conduct future assessments. Melinda stated that this particular app may be too technically 

complex for volunteers to use, but could be simplified for them. This app could be used by 

future staff or interns, or volunteers with adequate training. Carl asked which trail needed 

the most work, and Liz stated Sucker Brook needed the most work both because of the 

high use it receives and that there are a lot of wet areas on the trail system. Gary stated 

the amount of use would be good to know, does Liz have ways to quantify use? Liz stated 

trail counters are a good tool, but they are expensive. She suggested a lower cost 

alternative is to have volunteers do trail user surveys. Trail counters cost $2-5K. The town 

could consider purchasing with another town to reduce the cost, or perhaps Winooski 
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Valley Park District could purchase one for their member towns to use. SE Group also rents 

out counters. Gary asked if SE Group could provide an estimate for rental. 

 

6. Staff Report/Other Business 

• Carl announced that the Green Mountain Audubon Society was sponsoring a 

presentation on grassland birds given by Kevin Toland, Vermont Center for Ecostudies. 

• Melinda stated that a tree had come down over the driveway entrance to Sucker Brook 

Hollow Country Park and that the park was temporarily closed. Barretts Tree Service 

was hired to remove the tree. 

• Melinda stated that the Planning Commission would hold a public hearing to consider 

the watershed protection buffer standards amendments on October 20. 

• Upcoming meetings – October will focus on budgeting (CIP, operating and ERF). 

November will focus on refinement of Significant Wildlife Habitat Area (Jens Hilke, 

Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife will assist). 

 

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: October 7, 2020 

Approved by WCC:  October 7, 2020 

 


