Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of September 16, 2015
Approved

Members Present: Mike Harris, Carl Runge, Eric Howe, Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey, Jean Kisner

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Ken Belliveau

Others Present:

Call to Order: Mike called the meeting to order at 7:08 AM.

Public Comment: None

. Approval of Minutes:

Carl moved, Eric seconded approval of the minutes from the August 19, 2015 meeting,
motion passed 6-0. Moved, Jean moved, Jude seconded approval of the minutes from the
September 2, 2015 meeting, motion passed 6-0.

Herskowitz Property Update

An EAS study is proposed for the Herskowitz property which is proposed to be purchased by
the town. Carl moved that the fee be paid from ERF monies, seconded by Jean, motion
passed on a vote of 6-0. The town would pay 100% of the cost. The commission discussed
the possibility of sharing the cost with the existing property owner, but in this case it is for the
benefit of the town, so the proposal is for the town to shoulder the entire cost. The plan for
the Mud Pond Country Park will need to be updated.

Mud Pond Country Park

The memo was reviewed concerning the grant for proposed parking lot. If the proposal is
abandoned, the monies already spent will have to be returned. There was a discussion about
whether the parking lot is really necessary. $1,850.00 has already been spent. If the project
is abandoned, the sooner the better to reduce the town’s financial obligations. Expanding the
existing parking lot was discussed. The neighbors in the Mud Pond area have been advocates
for this parking lot. At the public hearing, it was primarily project opponents who showed up.
The cost estimates would only likely increase over time. Jean asked if it was noise that the
neighbors disliked? Jean said she thought it was the activity level. Gary suggested delaying
this project. Ken will contact the funding agency to see if the town can delay the project or
we’d have to return the grant funds. Carl suggested scrapping the parking lot project, then
speaking with the neighbors and asking what other alternatives might be helpful. Motion was
made to scrap the project return the grant funds and talk to the residents on Mud Pond Road
about other possible measures, seconded by Jean, the motion was tabled in favor of Ken
getting some additional information from the funding agency. Some other possible uses of
the funds were discussed, including improving some of the existing parking lots serving
country parks, such as the Five Tree Hills lot or creating a lot on Gov. Chittenden Road. The
WCC asked Ken to speak to the funding agency to identify what options might be available.

6. Mud Pond Country Park Management Plan



The management plan for the park will need to be updated to facilitate the purchase of the
Herkowitz property adjacent to the existing park. Ken spoke to Bob Heiser to find out what
this update will entail. There was a discussion about when this was last updated, the answer
is unclear. The closing is scheduled for the next few months. Ken will look around for most
recent update of this plan. Mike said he thought it was 3 years ago. The most recent
discovered was from 2002, Jean said she thought it was more recent than that. Ken
suggested that updating the park plan might also include an examination of the parking lot
qguestion. The WCC will look at the most recent plan and comment.

7. Staff Updates

Ken provided an update on the recruitment for the planner that will staff the WCC. The
application deadline closed on September 11, 2015. We received about 60 applications with
a similar span of qualifications as the recruitment from 2014. Ken said he and Matt had
reviewed all of the resumes and narrowed the list down to about 20 potential interview
candidates. Ken will send copies around to Jean, Mike and Jude with a score sheet to review
the applications.

8. Town Plan

Mike asked for an update on the town plan process. There was a discussion about some of
the things the WCC might want to address in the town plan, for example green infrastructure.
Ken said some members of the WCC might want to interface with the planning commission as
this unfolds.

9. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:25am

Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 10/07/2015
Approved by WCC: 10/07/2015



