Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of October 21, 2020
Approved

Members Present: Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Gary Hawley, Carl Runge, Kim Coleman,
Terry Marron

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Reid Willis, Jens Hilke (VT DPW), Dan Tesini, Brendan McMahon

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:02 AM.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

. Approval of October 7, 2020 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as

amended, Kim seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote. Laura noted
that under Section #4 the statement “similar to how Rock Point trails are operated” should
be changed to “similar to how Rock Point trails were operated.” Laura also noted that in
Section #9 the term “Boy Scouts” should be changed to “Scouts.” Eric suggested that the
Staff Report section, first bullet point, the sentence “No cost estimate was given except for
a not to exceed cost of $6,000” should be changed to state, “an estimate was given not to
exceed $6,000.” Carl noted that no voice vote was taken to approve the budget items and
that in the future this should be done.

Reevaluation of Significant Wildlife Habitat Area: This item was tabled to a future meeting
due to technical difficulties experienced by the guest presenter Jens Hilke.

Staff Report/Other Business

e Mud Pond Country Park connector trail: residents of Sherwood Forest Rd are
requesting permission from the town to construct a trail along a boundary of Mud
Pond Country Park to establish a connection from their neighborhood to the MPCP
trails. Dan Tesini and Brendan McMahon were present to discuss the proposal with
the Conservation Commission. The Conservation Commission members stated that
they would agree to such a trail connection as long as written consent was obtained
from all abutting landowners and the Fellowship of the Wheel.

e ERF follow-up: Melinda has created a web page for summary of the ERF prioritization
process and results. She would like input from the WCC on whether to post a list of
high priority parcels with property owners names and addresses, or just a map. The
WCC members agreed that posting just the map and not the list seems appropriate.
The summary paragraph should have language clarifying the purpose of the exercise.
The map should have a legend with “Low/Medium/High” classifications rather than
numerical score ranges and the parcel ID numbers should be removed.

e BLUE Certification and Raise the Blade campaign: Eric said Emily Porter-Goff contacted
him about trying to get more Williston residents to sign up to participate in the BLUE
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program. This program offers free technical assistance for property owners who wish
to implement stormwater mitigation actions on their property, and incentive
payments for certain properties. The BLUE program serves all types of properties, but
only single-family residents are eligible for the incentive payments through Williston's
Stormwater Program at this time. The BLUE Program coordinators are looking for
different outreach methods. Melinda suggested including a sentence in the next
Planners Corner. Front Porch Forum is another avenue.

Eric stated that Linda Patterson from the UVM Lake Champlain Sea Grant Program
contacted him about trying to get the Town of Williston to adopt the Raise the Blade
campaign. The City of South Burlington recently adopted the campaign. WCC
members suggested having Linda attend a WCC meeting to provide more information
about the program.

6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 am.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: November 4, 2020
Approved by WCC: November 4, 2020



