Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of October 7, 2015
Approved

Members Present: Mike Harris, Carl Runge, Eric Howe, Jude Hersey, Jean Kisner

Members Absent: Gary Hawley

Staff Present: Ken Belliveau, James Sherrard, DPW

Others Present: Deb Bell, Trudell Consulting Engineers, Mike Fontaine

1. Call to Order: Mike called the meeting to order at 7:05 AM.
2. Public Comment: None

3. Approval of Minutes:

Eric moved, Jude seconded approval of the minutes from the September 16, 2015 meeting
with the following recommended revisions, motion passed 5-0.

#3 should read “Jean moved Jude seconded”

#5 should read “the memo was reviewed”, the motion was tabled in favor of Ken getting
some additional information from the funding agency, remove the sentence 4th line up

#7 should read capitalize Mike Harris’s first initial

4. DP 16-03 Settlers Village (Fontaine) 9-units Residential Development

Mike Fontaine and Deb Bell discussed the proposed development. It involves a proposed
solar farm along with a proposed nine unit residential development. The solar project is
driving the application right now. There is some concern with VT ANR about the deer
wintering area. Deb Bell said they’d like to identify up front what the protected areas would
be. The residential development is in the same area of the site where the sand mining
operation is located. The deer wintering area was what derailed the previously proposed
residential development on this property. Ken reviewed the bylaw language in WDB Chapter
27 dealing with wildlife assessments. Mike asked if the WCC needs to request a new wildlife
assessment or whether it can be waived. Jean suggested that the wildlife habitat has already
been extensively assessed and perhaps a new assessment is not necessary. Deb said there is
extensive tree growth rimming the proposed development area which will shield this from
view from N. Williston Road.

Jean asked about a trail easement for a primitive path. Mike Fontaine said there already is
one on the east side of the site. Jean said it should be shown on the site plan. Deb said her
recollection is that the precise location was still to be determined by town staff and Fish and
Wildlife staff. Deb said she will research this before the plan goes to the DRB. Carl asked
about the timing of the solar panels. Mike said ANR is looking for a town approval.

Recommendation Jean moved to waive the wildlife assessment because of previous
assessments, Jude seconded, motion carried 5-0. Any existing trail easements should also be
shown on the site plan.



5. DP 16-05 Cottonwood Crossing (Allenbrook Development, Inc.) 268 unit Mixed Use
Development

Jean said she recalled there being wetlands on the site. Ken explained that the wetlands are
on the property bordering the former driving range property. Ken recommended that the
proposed sidewalk line up with the ROW to the west of the site along Williston Road and be
built to the east property line. Carl asked about the street connections through the Maple
Tree Place Housing. Ken said these were contemplated when the housing development was
approved.

Secondary middle ground across the property to the north. Mike the secondary middle
ground extended over part of the property and should be considered in determining the
heights of the buildings.

6. James Sherrard DPW

James came to bring the WCC up to speed on the upcoming permitting on some of the
existing storm water facilities for residential developments. The town is going to take over
the maintenance of these going forward. These are related to the flow restoration of the
Allen Brook and remove it off of the impaired waterway list. These will be coming through
the DRB permitting process very soon. James brought a map of Old Stage Estates as an
example of what will be coming through as part of this permitting. DPW is trying to make
everyone familiar with the planning on these improvements to streamline the approval
process. Ken said the threshold for requiring a discretionary permit is 1,000 sq. ft. of site
work. There are 26 stormwater projects, and 17 are residential neighborhoods. These are all
developments with expired permits. Some have more than one pond. Mike said these
should all be reviewed by the state prior to coming forward with their town permitting. Mike
said any crossing of buffers should be done in manner that minimizes impact to the
watershed protection areas. Some will require a road access for maintenance. These will
require easements from these associations. Carl asked who determined what improvements
will be necessary. James said that each of these projects needs to meet the 2002 state
stormwater standards. The design is being done by private engineers that will be reviewed by
town staff. Some of these were required to be modified after review by staff. Projects that
already meet the 2002 design standards will not be taken over by the town. The HOAs will be
responsible for the documentation of maintenance of their stormwater facilities. Approval of
these is the responsibility of the VT DEC stormwater program.

7. Staff Updates

Ken provided an update on the recruitment for the planner that will staff the WCC.
Preliminary interviews are scheduled for this coming Thursday afternoon between 4-6:30 PM.

8. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:55am
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