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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of Oct 2, 2019 
Approved 

 Members Present: Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, 
Kim Coleman 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Marty Sienkiewycz, Zoltan Horvath, Gary Scott, Jeremy Stevens, Joe Aja, Scott 
Holmsted (all representing the applicant for DP 20-13) 

 
1. Call to Order:   Meeting was called to order at 7:04 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: None. 

 

3. Approval of Sept 18, 2019 minutes: Carl noted a typographical error on page 3 – “roll” 

should be changed to “role.” Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, 

Jude seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.  

 

4. DP 20-13 Public Safety Facility: Marty Sienkiewycz, project architect, gave a brief overview 

of the project. New state police barracks are proposed to be located south of the interstate 

and proposed park and ride. Melinda noted that the parcel splits two zoning districts – the 

ARZD and the GZDS. The development area is in the GZDS. The project includes the primary 

barracks building and 2 storage facilities for vehicles, boats, etc. The site is sloped, and the 

buildings are proposed to be built into the slope. There are two separate public areas – one 

for the public and the other for staff parking, which is secure. Storage buildings are also 

within a secured fenced area. There are 95 parking spaces open to the public and staff. The 

proposed access road will be shared with the Park and Ride. VTrans will build the access 

road, and the public safety facility will utilize two curb cuts off the access road. Questions 

came up about potential further delays in the Park and Ride project. VTrans is expected to 

start construction before this proposed facility, but if not, then a temporary curb cut will 

be needed. Gary asked about traffic impacts, Melinda stated that at Preapplication the DRB 

can request a traffic study. Carl asked about bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Melinda 

stated there is a trail easement on the Lacasse parcel to the west and a desired trail 

connection to Hurricane Lane and beyond. Scott Holmsted asked if the WCC wants an 

easement or a built path, and where would pedestrians cross Route 2A? Could the town 

get an easement from the adjacent landowner to the south instead? The desired 

pedestrian path along Route 2 was discussed, as was the fact that VTrans would be 

responsible for construction of pedestrian facilities along Route 2A from the police 

barracks south. The recommendation #1 was modified to only include the desired trail 

easement from the existing easement to Route 2A. Scott Holmsted discussed the wetlands 
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on the property. There are Class III wetlands on the development site and Class II wetlands 

on the undeveloped portion of the parcel. A functional wetland assessment was done on 

the Class III wetlands that found no significant functional values. Holmsted pointed out 

where the stormwater treatment would be located on the site. Eric asked about use of 

pervious pavement, Scott stated that the soils would make it unfeasible. Joe Aja stated 

they have not had positive experiences with pervious pavement. Melinda reviewed the 

requirements of the wooded hillside provisions of Chapter 34. Structures must blend into 

the wooded hillside and be hidden from view.  The WCC members discussed the conflict 

between the requirement for structured parking and the requirement for the development 

to be hidden from view, and decided to modify Recommendation # 6 to note that 

inconsistency. Reed made a motion to approve the Findings and Recommendations as 

amended, Laura seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.  

 

5. FY21 Operating Budget and CIP: The WCC will wait to get more information about the 

current budget before adopting recommendations for FY21. The WCC discussed the budget 

request for the ERF. The WCC has a goal of keeping at least $250,000 in the ERF, so should 

request enough money to bring the balance back up to $250,000. Melinda noted that the 

town was expecting to be reimbursed for $200,000 that was spent to acquire Catamount. 

Gary made a motion to request $65,000 for the ERF. Jude seconded the motion. The 

motion was carried with a 6-0 vote. 

 

6. Desired Trails Prioritization: Jude provided an update on the Mobility Williston 

Committee, which met for the first time on Monday. Several topics currently under 

consideration by that Committee have been objectives since the 1990’s, such as the Park 

and Ride. Melinda showed the WCC some of the work that the Mad River Planning group 

has done with trails planning, and suggested it was a good model to use for trails 

prioritization in Williston. Melinda suggested using some of the trails planning funds in the 

conservation budget to hire a consultant to assist with desired trails prioritization. Jude 

suggested asking Hinesburg which consulting firm they used to develop their Official Map. 

Melinda will look into getting a cost estimate for this, broken up into components (public 

survey, mapping, etc.)  

 

7. Staff Report – Other Business 

 Champlain Valley Conservation Partnership updates – The CVCP will be holding an 

outreach event in Shelburne on October 19 from 9-11. Melinda will send out info on the 

outreach event to the WCC. 

 Mud Pond parking – Staff will present to the Selectboard a couple of options to 

consider. 
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 Laura stated Jeff Speck will be giving a talk on Oct 16 at the UVM Davis Center. Melinda 

will send out information on this to the WCC. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 am. 

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: October 16, 2019 

Approved by WCC:  October 16, 2019 


