Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of Oct 16, 2019
Approved

Members Present: Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Eric Howe,
Kim Coleman

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Kevin Mazuzan (DP 20-15), Tessa McGann, Reid Willis

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:04 AM. Melinda requested an addition to
the agenda — the final review and approval of the FY21 Conservation Operating Budget.

Public Comment: None.

. Approval of October 2, 2019 minutes: Laura noted a correction needed on the last page —

she announced the talk by Jeff Speck but did not say anything about the walk. Gary made a
motion to approve the minutes as amended, Laura seconded the motion. The motion was
carried with a 7-0 vote.

DP 20-15 Mazuzan subdivision: Kevin Mazuzan provided an overview of a proposed 2-lot
subdivision on Butternut Rd. He proposes to subdivide an existing 5.2-acre parcel into a
3.27 and a 2 acre parcel. Protected open space is not required because the parent parcel is
less than 10.5 acres. The driveway is proposed to be relocated to the east, while the
existing right-of-way will be retained by the Howards. The existing home has a 50-foot
underground connection to the existing above ground power located on the second of two
existing poles on the parcel. The proposed unit will also have an underground connection
to the first existing pole on the parcel. The applicant is considering placing utility lines
underground between the first and second existing poles leading to the existing home. The
parcel is within a Significant Wildlife Habitat Area. Kevin stated, if the project is awarded
allocation, they will conduct a Habitat Disturbance Assessment. Reed made a motion to
approve the Findings and Recommendations as written. Jude seconded the motion. The
motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.

FY21 Operating Budget: Melinda presented the proposed FY21 budget for final review and
approval. Melinda stated if the WCC wants to attend more conferences they should
consider adding some money to the training and conferences budget. Gary proposed
adding $300 to this, to bring the total to $2,000. Eric made a motion to approve the FY21
budget as amended. Gary seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.



The WCC briefly discussed the Winooski Valley Park District’s upcoming budget request.
Melinda stated she has not heard from Nick Warner.

6. Outdoor Recreation Needs Assessment: Todd Goodwin is looking for specific input into
the scope of services in the Outdoor Recreation Needs Assessment RFP. Kim stated there is
a need to compile a list of stakeholders and user groups. Melinda stated Todd is looking for
WCC members to participate in a subcommittee with Rec Committee members to help
select a consultant. Reed stated he is willing to serve in this capacity. Eric asked about
whether any cultural resources should be included in the inventory. Jude asked what the
timeline is. Melinda is not sure, but thinks the RFP will be sent out in late fall or this coming
winter. The WCC proposed a total of $6,000 broken out into $3,000 from FY20 and $3,000
from FY21. Jude stated that the Official Map Committee is proposing a town-wide survey,
and there is an opportunity for coordination. The WCC wanted to know how much the Rec
Department is contributing to the study. Kim suggested proposing the amount stated,
getting more information from Recreation, and then voting on it at the next meeting.

7. Staff Report — Other Business

e Champlain Valley Conservation Partnership updates — The CVCP will be holding an
outreach event in Shelburne on October 19 from 9-11. Melinda will send out info on the
outreach event to the WCC.

e Mud Pond parking — Staff will present to the Selectboard a couple of options to
consider. It is important to have a variety of viewpoints represented. Carl suggested
proposing a dawn to dusk policy as one compromise solution.

e Town Hall Nature Trail — Chapin Kaynor has been working to develop a trail on the town
hall field, which highlights both native plants and invasives. He is soliciting input from
the WCC and will lead a walk on the proposed trail Thursday, weather permitting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 am.
Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: November 6, 2019

Approved by WCC: November 6, 2019



