Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of Nov 6, 2019

Approved

Members Present: Carl Runge, Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, Kim Coleman

Members Absent: Jude Hersey

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Jason Heter (Champlain College student)

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:06 AM.

Public Comment: None.

Approval of October 16, 2019 minutes: Reed noted a typo/grammatical error under #4.
Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, Gary seconded the motion. The
motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.

Watershed Protection Buffers: The WCC discussed the Chapter 29 amendments. WCC
members suggested that the introduction to 29.9.8 include a reference to non-conforming
properties. It was also suggested to restrict mowing within buffers to three-inch height or
greater. Kim made a motion to approve the bylaw amendments as revised. Laura seconded
the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.

Desired trails prioritization: The WCC discussed the process of prioritization. First step is
defining criteria for consideration. The second step is to define criteria for acceptance.
These are outlined below and in the attached flip board notes.

1. Consideration
e Connectivity to parks/conservation areas, trails, neighborhoods, rec paths,
e Access — proximity to population centers, underserved areas
e Desired areas (social trails)
2. Acceptance —round 2
e Public safety — traffic, access, parking, stability
e Parking
e Ecological impacts — wetlands, deer yards, erosion
e Economic (benefits — local businesses, construction costs, maintenance costs
ongoing and disaster)
e C(Climate change
e Permitting — Act 250



6. DP 20-16 Tran variance: Evan Fitzgerald discussed the variance request, to construct a
wastewater system partially in the wetland buffer and in the town road setback. The parcel
is almost entirely wetlands, has never been developed. The current owners purchased the
property in 2017. They are seeking relief from the town-imposed setbacks (wetlands and
road) to construct a wastewater system. Kim suggested a recommendation to limit mowing
within the watershed protection buffer to what is minimally needed to maintain the
wastewater system. Gary made a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations as
amended. Kim seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.

7. Staff Report — Other Business

e Mud Pond parking — The Selectboard considered 3 options for the Mud Pond parking
issues, with a staff recommendation to continue managing the area in keeping with
current practices and taking feasible and reasonable measures to limit impacts. The
Selectboard did not reach any conclusions about endorsing any specific policies.

e Municipal Day report — Melinda mentioned she attended a workshop on EAB. Reed
asked about potential impacts to conserved areas, like potential hazard trees along
trails. It may be worth conducting an inventory of hazard trees. Laura went to the
Natural Resources workshops and a recycling/composting workshop, and shared some
information with the WCC.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 am.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: November 20, 2019
Approved by WCC: November 20, 2019
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