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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of Nov 20, 2019 
Approved 

 Members Present: Carl Runge, Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey 

Members Absent: Eric Howe, Kim Coleman  

Staff Present:  Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Reid Willis, Chris Senesac, Nick Warner 

 
1. Call to Order:   Meeting was called to order at 7:05 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: None.  

 

3. Approval of November 6, 2019 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as 

written, Gary seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote.  

 

4. DP 20-18 Catamount Country Club subdivision (preapp): Chris Senesac gave an overview 

of the proposed subdivision. The proposed development implements the goals of the town 

plan by providing different types of housing including affordable. There is a proposed road 

connection from Raven Circle to Mountain View Rd. Community center is planned, and 

includes parking. A separated bike path is proposed from Raven Circle to Mountain View 

Rd. Sidewalks are also proposed. The developer is trying to attract a variety of families and 

income levels, as well as a range of ages. The project incorporates traffic calming devices 

such as curved roads, as they expect the roads will be used for thru traffic. Chris mentioned 

the man-made ponds, some are expected to be retained, while some are proposed to be 

filled. Jude asked what the affordable range is considered to be – Chris stated that 

$370,000 - $380,000 at 120% of median income. $300,000 - $320,000 at 100% of median 

income, and $250,000 - $270,000 at 80% of median income. Chris stated the affordable 

homes will blend in with the higher end units. Carl asked about whether the Country Club 

would continue to operate, Chris stated they will continue to operate as a three hole golf 

course. Some dwelling units will be retained by the developer and rented. Jude asked 

about whether any homes will be suitable for seniors, with a master bedroom on the first 

floor. Chris stated some of the units could be built this way. E-car chargers and bike lockers 

are proposed at the community center in keeping with the town’s energy plan. Melinda 

mentioned keeping the houses well away from the stream buffer, so as to avoid the need 

to cut down hazard trees. Gary would like the recommendation about the stream buffer to 

be changed so as to reflect that no impacts to watershed protection buffers are allowed. 

Gary asked about wetlands and stormwater. Will a state stormwater permit be needed? 

Are the requirements of the town in line with the state requirements? Melinda stated the 

development will need to comply with both the town and the state’s stormwater 
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requirements, and that the WCC has typically made recommendations about stormwater 

infrastructure. Gary made a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations as 

amended. Laura seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote.  

 

5.  Winooski Valley Park District annual report and budget request: Nick Warner provided 

an overview of the WVPD’s activities over the past year. They have acquired a parcel at the 

mouth of the Winooski River in Burlington, which was a former marina. They will remove 

the existing buildings and restore the floodplain. They are acquiring a 10-acre parcel as an 

addition to the Colchester Pond and another parcel in the Intervale in Burlington. At Rick 

McGuire’s suggestion, a recommendation about transferring the Jacob parcel will be 

presented to the Selectboard in the spring after town meeting day. Nick would like to make 

sure that an agreement with Trinity Baptist School for access is in place before the transfer 

happens. The Church has been very supportive of access thus far. Global Foundries 

property is another possible access point; however, they are not willing to discuss potential 

access at this time. Nick stated that getting the support from surrounding neighbors is key. 

In the spring, Nick will work with Melinda to coordinate another community meeting with 

a design charrette and other engagement activities. At this time, Nick is looking for a WCC 

recommendation to pursue and solidify access with the Church. Nick will be approaching 

the Selectboard to ask for the annual town budget allocation. Nick mentioned the VYCC is 

considering the development of a regional crew rather than the community crews, to be 

supervised by WVPD staff. Nick stated the WVPD crew will be able to take on additional 

work under contract next year. Melinda stated that hiring the WVPD crew to do trail work 

has been a very positive experience as they are easy to work with, reasonable in cost, and 

their work is excellent. Gary made a motion to fully support the WVPD’s funding request. 

Jude seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote. 

 

6. Desired trails prioritization: This item was tabled until the next meeting. 

 

7. Staff Report – Other Business 

 NNECAPA Report – Town Forest Toolkit – Melinda demonstrated the toolkit and all the 

resources available. This would be very useful for development of management plans 

and implementation of those plans. Reed suggested integrating the use of the resources 

into next summer’s intern projects.  

 Gary stated that UVM has a grant to plant disease resistant elm. Is there a suitable site 

on town land for a riparian planting for 40 stems? Gary stated there would be no cost to 

the town. Next year there could be additional plantings.  

 Carl had a question about winter walking at Catamount. Are people allowed to walk on 

the groomed trails? Melinda stated that when the ground is covered with snow, 

snowshoes are required.  



 3 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am. 

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: December 4, 2019 

Approved by WCC:  December 4, 2019 

 


