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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of November 18, 2015 

Approved 

 Members Present: Gary Hawley, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Jean Kisner 

Members Absent: Mike Harris, Eric Howe 

Staff Present:   Ken Belliveau 

Others Present:  

 
1. Call to Order:  Jude called the meeting to order at 7:08 AM. 

 
2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Approval of Minutes: 

Carl moved, Gary seconded approval of the minutes from the November 4, 2015 meeting 
with recommended revisions, motion passed 4-0. 
 
First line Heritage Meadows, “trial” should read “trail”. 
 

4. WCC Operating Budget 

Carl reviewed the proposed operating budget for the upcoming fiscal year (FY 2017).  He first 
discussed spending in the current fiscal year.  Training, grant match are proposed to stay at 
current levels.  Field supplies are proposed at $300.  Mileage is proposed at $600, down from 
$800.  Carl proposed an increase to $8,000 for trail maintenance from $6,000.  This reflects 
how much we are currently actually spending and moving some sub-category amounts to add 
$2,000 to trail work. 

Carl proposed $6,000 for interns, the same as this fiscal year.  This would pay for one and a 
half interns.  Gary said the program may change this year and we may not be able to get two 
intern stipends for interns, and instead only get one.  It was agreed to change this to $4,500 
to only cover one intern. 

Carl reviewed the ERF budget.  There is a current balance of $268,623 after accounting for the 
purchase if the Herskowitz property.  The WCC has previously stated that the desired range of 
the ERF should be between $250,000 to $600,000.  It was suggested that we request $60,000 
this year given that we are currently near the lower end of the desired range, and to ask for a 
similar amount on an annual basis. 

Jude asked about the status of the Winooski Valley Park District.  Jude said she’d call nick 
Warner to check in on the status of this. 

Carl moved and Gary seconded the operating budget $15,400. Motion carried 4-0.  Carl 
moved, Jean seconded for $60,000 for the ERF budget.   Motion carried 4-0.  

5. Burr Oaks Community 

The WCC discussed a letter they received from Evan Litwin concerning the Burr Oak 
Community.  The WCC discussed what has previously been mapped and how to approach this 
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matter.  Because of the lack of a quorum, this was tabled until the next meeting with the idea 
that the WCC would draft a letter in response and make a recommendation to the DRB on 
making sure that the Burr Oaks Knoll is not impacted by the proposed Cottonwood 
development.  Carl said that it had previously been designated as country park.  Carl said he’d 
work on drafting a letter for the WCC to consider at the next meeting. 

6. Staff Updates 

Ken provided an update on the recruitment for the planner that will staff the WCC.  Melinda 
Scott has been hired as the new conservation planner.  She is coming to the town from the 
Lamoille County Regional Planning Commission. She will be starting on December 7, 2015. 

7. Carl provided an update on the Beaver Pond.  He said someone had moved the puncheons to 
avoid the flooding and the trail is passable. 

8. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 8:15am. 

 
Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 12/2/2015 
Approved by WCC:  12/2/2015 


