Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of May 20, 2020
Approved

Members Present: Laura Meyer, Jude Hersey, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Kim Coleman, Carl Runge,
Gary Hawley

Members Absent:

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present:

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:30 AM.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

. Approval of May 6, 2020 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as

amended, Jude seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.

ERF Prioritization: The WCC discussed the ERF prioritization and the list of high priority
parcels with all the attributes for the 2013 and the 2020 analysis. Some WCC members had
attempted to list their top 10 parcels based on the prioritization exercise and their local
knowledge. The WCC reviewed a few of the highest priority parcels by looking at the map
and Google Earth. Parcels surrounding Lake Iroquois were among the highest scoring
parcels, as were parcels in the forest block near Five Tree Hill and in the northeastern part
of town. There was a general consensus that the prioritization as completed serves a
purpose to identify high priority parcels across town, and the WCC did not see the need to
refine it any further. Any of these parcels could come up for acquisition at any time, and
would be further examined at that time. Melinda will try to put together an estimate of
potential costs over the next 10-20 years to acquire 10 high-priority parcels, and that
information can be used to justify the amount of ERF funding requested.

Proposed herbicide application in Lake Iroquois: Williston resident Meg Handler
requested the Selectboard and WCC submit comment letters to DEC regarding LIA’s
application to apply the herbicide Procella-COR to Lake Iroquois. Laura attended the
Selectboard meeting the previous night. She stated that DEC staff gave a presentation and
others spoke out for and against the application. It has been very difficult to control milfoil
in the lake, with consequences for water quality and biodiversity of the lake. However,
Procella-COR is still relatively new and the risks are relatively unknown. Few scientific
studies have been done on long term effects and there has been no independent
evaluation. However, it has proven to be effective in controlling milfoil. Eric stated that
while it is important to consider the impacts on both health and water quality with any
application of herbicide, it has been proven to be very effective and targeted to the species
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milfoil, at very low concentrations. It may be worth waiting for an additional year or two
before treating Lake Iroquois, to gauge the herbicide’s effects on lakes where it has been
applied. The WCC members decided they did not wish to submit a comment letter as they
did not collectively have a strong, informed opinion about the application of herbicide.

6. Staff Report — Other Business

e Catamount Community Forest public engagement — Ethan Tapper, Andrea Shortsleeve
(Vermont Dept of Fish and Wildlife), Katie Kain (US Fish and Wildlife), and Mark LaBarr
(Vermont Audubon) gave an online presentation about the proposed forest
management and habitat enhancement at Catamount. There were about 20 attendees.
Kim provided an update about the online survey. There is concern about impact to trails,
also a lot of interest about forest management on the property. There is also a lot of
interest in online engagement. The main concern about forest management has to do
with trail access and repairing damage to trails.

e Summer Trail and Park Steward — UVM cancelled all onsite internships for this summer
due to COVID-19. Melinda hired Grace Patton for a Park and Trail Stewardship position
at reduced hours of 20 hours a week. The Conservation Intern budget will cover the
costs.

e Follow-up re. responsible trail usage — Melinda submitted a letter to the Observer about
responsible trail usage, focused on the Isham trails. She will continue to work with Helen
Weston on managing trail usage.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: June 3, 2020
Approved by WCC: June 3, 2020



