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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of May 20, 2015 

Approved 6/3/15 
 

 Members Present: Mike Harris, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Jean Kissner, Eric Howe 

Members Absent: Gary Hawley 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Grayson Webb 

Others Present: none 

 
1. Call to Order:  Mike called the meeting to order at 7:10 AM. 

 
2. Public Comment:  None. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes:   

On a motion by Jean, seconded by Eric, the WCC voted to approve the minutes of April 15, 
2015 as prepared by Staff.  Motion passed 5-0. 

On a motion by Eric, seconded by Jean, the WCC voted to approve the minutes of May 6, 
2015 as prepared by Staff.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

4. Review Application for DP 15-21, Mud Pond Parking Lot 

Staff provided an update on the project.  The proposed parking lot design is within an area of 
core wildlife habitat and a wildlife travel corridor, so a habitat disturbance assessment (HDA) 
was performed.  The HDA identified the need for a wetland delineation and this was also 
performed.  The wetland delineation indicated that the proposed parking lot is within a Class 
II wetland and wetland buffer.   
 
The WCC recalls hearing about the concept of the project and receiving an update from 
Jessica that grant funding was being sought, but they didn’t recall weighing-in on the 
selection of an alternative. 
 
The WCC studied the site plan and wetland maps, and discussed the pros and cons of several 
potential options for relocating the parking lot.  Jean remarked that if the parking lot is 
relocated further north, the connector path should meet the trail in a different location than 
what is shown on the site plan.  The WCC discussed expanding the existing parking area, 
rather than creating a new area of disturbance to core habitat somewhere else.  Mike asked 
staff to do some additional research into why this was not the option selected for the 
preliminary design.  Concerns about potential impacts to wetlands, core habitat, abutters, 
traffic, and archeological resources were all discussed.  The WCC discussed the possibility that 
there may be deed/easement restrictions at Mud Pond Conservation Area that differ from 
those at Mud Pond Country Park. 
 
Eric read the recommendations made by the biologist in the habitat assessment- to enlarge 
two (2) existing culverts along South Road, and to add signage.  Carl stated that he thinks it 
would be important to expand the culverts as part of this project.  Jennifer offered to talk 
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with James, to ask if it could be added to his work program.  Mike thinks signage is something 
we could explore down the line.  Jean discussed adding a sign regarding dogs that are off-
leash in the parking area, which would say something like “you are in a neighborhood- please 
be respectful”. 
 
The WCC authorized Jennifer to do additional research into alternative locations for the 
parking lot.  Staff will keep the WCC informed about alternatives at future meetings.  Jude 
said this was a good idea because the grant funding for this project has already been secured, 
and it will be good to show the grant agency that we explored other options before giving the 
money back, if no workable project can be created. 
 
On a motion by Jude, 2nd by Jean, the WCC voted to authorize staff to explore other parking 
options less impactful on habitat.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
The WCC modified their recommendation to the DRB to read as follows:   

“The WCC recommends relocating the proposed parking lot to reduce impacts to wetlands, or 
to consider re-looking at the existing parking lot on Mud Pond Road.” 
 
 

5. Discuss Intern Tasks 

The WCC reviewed the 2014 task list and discussed a to-do list for summer 2015, including: 

Allen Brook water quality sampling – Starts the last week of May.  Jude believes Marie-Claude 
Beaudette is familiar with the sampling locations, and 
may be able to assist in showing Grayson. 

 
Allen Brook stream restoration – Including maintenance of tree plantings. Grayson mentioned 

he has been working on this since last Tuesday. 
 
Allen Brook geomorphic data – Eric recommends contacting Evan from Fitzgerald 

Environmental to find out what data should be collected this 
summer.  Staff has a meeting with him Friday. 

 
Hunting sign updates – To be performed ASAP.  This will require further research into where 

hunting is and is not allowed.  Especially for Brownell Mountain. 
 
IDDE monitoring – Assist James as needed. 

 
Grayson will need a summer project, and Jude asked him what type of work he likes to do.  
Grayson described field work and trail maintenance work.  The WCC provided several project 
ideas for Grayson to consider exploring further, including: 
 
Developing an Invasive Species program (Jean) – The WCC feels we should be doing more to 
address invasive species in the country parks and along trails.  Questions include which 
species are the biggest nuisance, and what are other Towns doing?  Mike suggests writing up 



 3 

a goal for the project and passing it by them if Grayson is interested.  Jude suggested the 
State as a source of information. 
 
Laying-out new trails (Mike) - New trail blazing for the Barland Trail, GPS/GIS work and 
mapping  
 
Updating Town Plan Map 10 (Jude) – Research and track recently acquired trail easements 
and add them to the Sidewalks, Paths and Trails map to be included in this Town Plan Update.  
This would include finding out what interns Tommy and Nick accomplished with that map last 
summer. 
 
Conserved Areas Map (Mike) – Developing a page on the website that highlights all the 
conserved areas we have under protection.  Jude suggests that this could be a new Town Plan 
Map. 
 
Community Forestry Plan Implementation Strategies (Eric) – Think about implementation 
strategies related to the Community Forestry Plan, which is an Appendix to the Town Plan. 
 
Mike asked the group to think about if there are there other Town Plan update projects 
related to the needs of the Conservation Commission? 
 
 

6. Other Business/Updates 

a. Town Plan – Staff reports that the Town plan kickoff meetings have begun.  Jude 
noticed that Matt has been updating the Town webpage with ongoing info related 
to the process.  The WCC asked if there will be committees or groups.  Staff 
recommends that the WCC begin working on their recommendations.  Jude 
recommends looking over the chapters relevant to them, then asking- what were 
we supposed to accomplish?  Did we succeed?  Where do we go from here?  The 
WCC asked staff to make this an agenda item for next time. 

b. Budget – Carl observed that the end of the fiscal year is approaching, and any 
FY2015 purchases must be made before then. 

c. Chatham Woods – Carl and Jude gave Jennifer a summary of the project, which is 
on-hold until Ken has a chance to meet with the Senesacs’ attorney. 

d. Future Business – Nick Warner from Winooski Valley Park District plans to return 
next meeting and give a brief presentation. 

 
7. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 8:45 AM. 
 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray: 6/3/2015 
Approved by WCC:   


