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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of May 15, 2019 
Approved 

 Members Present: Eric Howe, Jude Hersey, Carl Runge, Kim Coleman, Gary Hawley, Reed Carr 

Members Absent: Anthony Jordick 

Staff Present:   Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Gary Howard, Kevin Mezuzan, Reid Willis 

 
1. Call to Order:   Meeting was called to order at 7:07 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: There was no public comment.  

 

3. Approval of May 15, 2019 minutes:  Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as 

written, Jude seconded the motion. The motion was approved with a 6-0 vote. 

 

4. DP 19-09 Howard 5-lot subdivision – site plan review: Melinda gave an overview of the 

proposed subdivision. Gary Howard is subdividing 121 acres into 5 lots – 2 proposed for 

development, one 97-acre open space lot and two 3-acre lots that are reserved for future 

development. Eric noted that Finding #2 should state “Lot 1 and Lot 2.” Gary Hawley asked 

about where the trail easement would go. Gary Howard discussed some of the issues with 

it. He doesn’t want it near the development lots, but further away from Lots 1 and 2 there 

is a deer wintering area that could be impacted. The WCC discussed how to best ensure 

protection of the deer wintering area. The WCC looked at the VT Biofinder layers to 

provide some context for considering connectivity. Kim wondered if recommendation #3 

should say west not east, and if we could get clarification from Tina Scharf. 

Recommendation #3 was revised to state “Future houses should be sited, to the degree 

feasible, to maintain connectivity of the wildlife corridor and deer wintering area.” Kevin 

Mezuzan brought up the finding related to contiguity of protected open space with 

protected land on adjacent parcels. He discussed that the site plan is not compliant with 

the bylaw because the open space is not contiguous with an existing protected parcel. The 

WCC discussed how best to address the requirements of the bylaw and what 

recommendation to make. The following recommendation was drafted: “Site the building 

envelop on Lot 1 as far west as possible to maximize the connectivity of forested habitat.” 

Gary made a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations as modified, Jude 

seconded the motion. The motion was approved with a 5-0 vote. 

 

5. Mud Pond Invasives Management Plan Mud Pond Invasives Management Plan: Melinda 

gave an overview of the Mud Pond Conservation Area invasives inventory that was 

conducted by UVM NR206 students this past semester. Kim asked if Ethan Tapper can help 

advise the town on invasives removal projects. Kim suggested looking at all five properties 
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that will have been inventoried and doing a prioritization exercise. There might be an 

opportunity to engage a graduate student class in this. Eric stated he supports 

prioritization but would like to still actively do removal projects this summer even before 

prioritization. Melinda asked whether it is worth completing an entire management plan 

for Mud Pond Conservation Area. Kim stated it is crucial given how intensively it is used for 

recreation. Kim suggested she might be able to work this into her curriculum for a parks 

management and planning class she is teaching this fall. 

 

6. Staff Report – Other Business 

 Allen Brook water quality sampling – transport to lab: Melinda stated that this year 

water samples will need to be transported to the lab in Randolph. She doesn’t think this 

is a good use of the summer intern’s time and would like to use a courier service at $36 

per round trip. This would include transport of new bottle orders back to Williston. The 

WCC agreed this was a reasonable cost and use of conservation funds. 

 Catamount Forest Committee – establishment of a standing committee: Melinda stated 

that the Selectboard was considering the appointment of a standing Committee to 

oversee the management of Catamount. It would be a 5-member Committee with 

representation from Recreation Committee, Conservation Commission and Selectboard, 

plus 2 members of the public. The Committee would probably meet no more than once 

a month. WCC members stated they would be willing to have representation on the 

Committee, they just aren’t sure who yet. 

 Regional Conservation Partnership update – Melinda gave an update of the RCP 

progress. The focus of the group is on regional conservation planning, and initially the 

group has been working on developing a map of conserved lands across the region.  

Meeting was adjourned at 9 am.  

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: June 5, 2019 

Approved by WCC:  June 5, 2019 

 


