Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of May 06, 2015
Draft

Members Present: Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, Jean Kissner, Mike Harris

Members Absent: Carl Runge, Jude Hersey

Staff Present: Jennifer Murray

Others Present: Deb McDonald, Paul O’Leary (O’Leary-Burke Engineering), Dan Goldman

Call to Order: Mike called the meeting to order at 7:05 AM.
Public Comment: None.

. Approval of Minutes: Minutes were tabled.

Review Application for DP 14-06, Novak 3-lot subdivision

This was a continuation of the conversation from the April 15" wcc meeting. Paul O’Leary
presented several modifications that were made to the site plan in response to their
comments and the staff memo. Jennifer sent plans to UVM, but hasn’t heard back from
them. The wetlands were not delineated, but are now shown on the site plan. The WCC
discussed the difference between clearing envelopes and building envelopes, and Jean
suggested a no-cut buffer along the east side of Lot 3. The WCC recommends a smaller
building envelope on Lot 3, which pulls it off the area of steep slopes, and a 50ft no-cut buffer
on the east side of Lot 3.

Review Application for DP 14-08, Goldman 2-lot subdivision

Mr. Goldman is proposing a 2-lot subdivision, with one lot containing the existing home and
the second to be a new building lot. Staff presented the staff memo. This parcel is in a
wildlife travel corridor and a core habitat area, which triggers the need for a habitat
disturbance assessment (HDA). The parcel is also within a designated viewshed.

The WCC discussed potential impacts on the viewshed with the applicant, including the
location of the hedgerow/row of trees along Oak Hill Road. Mike asked staff to look at the
maps and see if there is a vantage point described for that area. The WCC agreed that a site
visit might be warranted as this application progresses. The WCC thinks that photos could
also be helpful. Staff asked about the height of the proposed house and suggested a
rendering prepared by the Applicant’s engineer could be useful.

The Staff memo mentions that a trail easement along Oak Hill Road was requested at pre-
application, which the applicant has not offered. Mr. Goldman explained that is because of
the recommended 20ft trail easement would pass too close to the house and
headgerow/treeline. Staff observed that the site plan shows the proposed septic mounds
within the front setback, and asked Mr. Goldman to check with his engineer about that.



The WCC and the applicant discussed the wetlands, which are located predominantly at the
rear of the site. The applicant would like the house to be situated as far back on the lot as
possible, and the WCC explained the importance of maintaining a wetland buffer. Staff
suggested pulling the house as far as possible toward Oak Hill Road in accordance with the
discussions at pre-application, both to reduce impacts to wetlands as well as mitigate impacts
to the viewshed.

6. Review Application for DP 14-13, Harrington-Yee subdivision

Mike and Gary reviewed the plans for the Harrington-Yee subdivision. Gary observed that it
was difficult to see from the plans where the force main runs. There was a discussion about
deeryards. There was a discussion about the amount of tree clearing proposed on the site
plan. Mike and Gary asked staff to recommend to the DRB that tree clearing be limited to the
extent possible.

7. Other Business/Updates

a. Summer Intern — Staff reports that Grayson Webb will be attending the next
meeting, and they would like input from the WCC on summer tasks.

8. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:45 AM.
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