Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of March 4, 2020
Draft

Members Present: Laura Meyer, Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey, Reed Carr

Members Absent: Eric Howe, Kim Coleman, Carl Runge

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Terry Marron, Nick and Sue Hardin, Reid Willis

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:07 AM.

2. Public Comment: Terry Marron gave an update on the proposed bluebird trail at
Catamount. She has received $200 from Green Mountain Audubon Society for materials,
and Boy Scouts have agreed to build the boxes. Terry is hoping to get volunteers to install
them. Terry also brought up the idea of installing Chimney Swift towers near the house.

Nick and Sue Hardin provided comment about Five Tree Hill Management Plan. They
stated there is a need to prune trees to the southwest of the lookout to maintain the
viewshed. They firmly believe there should be no hunting in the park for safety reasons.

3. Approval of February 19, 2020 minutes: Gary made a motion to approve the minutes as
written, Laura seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 4-0 vote.

4. ERF Prioritization: The WCC discussed changing the criteria of prioritization for the
Environmental Reserve Fund. Melinda will run an analysis using the agreed upon criteria
and present the results at the next meeting.

Five Tree Hill Draft Management Plan: The WCC discussed the no hunting policy pros and
cons. One issue relates to the lack of control over abutting private land, and that part of
the trail crosses over private land where hunting is allowed. Terry mentioned that there is
hunting on Hinesburg Town Forest, and the town has posted signage letting people know.
The WCC members agreed that there should be a sign posted at the trailhead telling
people that part of the trail corridor goes through private land, which is open to hunting,
and to use caution during hunting season. Gary suggested changing the language in the
plan to explain why the policy is problematic, but to take out the language about
considering allowing hunting. Reed stated that this discussion reminds everyone that the
town’s ability to have trails relies on the willingness of private landowners to allow
easements, so it’s important to respect their property rights. Reed suggested posting a
notice on Planners Corner that the Five Tree Hill management plan is available for
comment.



5. Allen Brook water quality analysis and future monitoring — draft memo re continuing this
work: WCC discussed the memo Eric Howe drafted. The WCC will review once more at the
next meeting before submitting to town management.

6. Staff Report — Other Business

e Town wide trail assessment: Melinda received a proposal from SE Group to conduct a
town wide trail conditions assessment, to help determine long-term maintenance costs
of the trail network. The WCC supports the use of Conservation operating budget funds
to pay for the assessment.

e Allen Brook Boardwalk replacement update — Melinda provided an update on the
replacement of the Allen Brook boardwalk. She had posted a bid and received only a
single response. Trail builders are all booked for the next year and beyond. The Town
Manager has approved using a single source contract for this project. Timber and Stone
will be completing the replacement, this summer or next. Terry suggested the possibility
of harvesting black locust out of Catamount Community Forest for future use as bridge
or puncheon structures.

e Summer Conservation Intern update — Melinda stated she and Laura conducted
interviews and she is planning to extend an offer by the end of the week.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:52 am.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott:
Approved by WCC:



