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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of March 17, 2020 
Approved 

 Members Present: Laura Meyer, Eric Howe, Carl Runge, Terry Marron, Reed Carr, Kim Coleman 

Members Absent: Gary Hawley 

Staff Present:  Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Jens Hilke, Reid Willis  

 
1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:05 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: There was no public comment. 

 
3. Approval of March 3, 2021 minutes: The WCC reviewed the meeting minutes. Laura noted 

a minor typological error. Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as amended, Eric 

seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 4-0 vote. 

 
4. Significant Wildlife Habitat Area: Jens Hilke presented the modeling work he has done to 

date on the SWHA. Jens is working on prioritizing the areas into Primary and Secondary 

Conservation Areas, with different levels of protection. He is proposing that Primary 

Conservation Areas include RTE species, wetlands (both state mapped significant wetlands 

and from the land cover layer), forested riparian areas from Vermont Conservation Design 

Highest Priority Riparian Connectivity Areas, and a subset of the highest habitat blocks 

layer newly updated from the forest canopy dataset. The highest priority blocks include 

areas essential to north/south connectivity along the Richmond ridge and east/west 

connectivity from Brownell Mt to Lake Iroquois. Laura asked about the forest block south 

of I-89 and why that is not considered a primary conservation area, and Jens stated after 

much consideration he decided to leave it out because there are very limited opportunities 

to connect to other blocks. The Secondary Conservation Areas include the rest of the forest 

blocks and road crossings.  

 
Jens brought up the idea of having a Tertiary Conservation Areas for the large ag fields, 

currently part of the SWHA. Melinda suggested not requiring a HDA for ag fields. Reed 

suggested they be noted, but not mapped. Jens stated from a conservation standpoint the 

highest function of ag areas is to support grassland birds. Mowing practices and field size 

are important considerations. 

 

Jens talked about the Wildlife Travel Corridors layer. He stated the existing layer is 

inaccurate in representing viable areas of connectivity. Many corridors run across ag fields, 

which is not where connectivity is achieved. However, some narrow riparian connections 
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are not captured in the Riparian Connectivity layer that are captured in the Wildlife Travel 

Corridors. Jens suggested manually adding those missing connections.  

 

The next steps in the process are to review the Secondary Conservation Areas for errors 

and remove any developed areas, map the Wildlife Travel Corridors using the Riparian 

Connectivity layer and manually adding any missing connections, and add the Uncommon 

Species. Melinda stated she will review the Ag areas for accuracy.  

 

Carl stated that Primary and Secondary need to be defined and regulations developed for 

those areas. Jens suggested looking at the Town of Warren’s and Jericho’s regulations as 

good examples. He prefers Warren’s as it is more legally defensible. Terry would like to 

know more about what other adjacent towns are doing and if their regulations are 

consistent with Williston’s.  Melinda noted that the recently formed Champlain Valley 

Conservation Partnership is a collaboration of several abutting municipalities trying to 

share knowledge and work together on landscape scale conservation. Melinda said rather 

than discussing the other topics related to Significant Wildlife Habitat, WCC could resume 

that discussion at a future meeting and wrap up this meeting with the staff report. Others 

agreed. 

 
5. Staff Report/Other Business 

• Town Hall Fields nature trail and kiosk: Melinda stated she is working with Alec Blevin on 
the kiosk. The trail has hit some permitting complications due to wetlands. Melinda will 
come up with a plan to route the trail in such a way as to limit impacts. 

• Catamount updates: Laura stated that the Committee was working on developing a plan 
to manage invasive species. The Committee has approved a land acknowledgement 
statement for the trailhead kiosk.  

• Reed stated that he and Melinda have started a practice of meeting to discuss future 
agenda items, in an attempt to have the WCC agendas driven more by the members and 
Chair than by staff. Reed made some suggestions for future meeting topics such as 
having more interaction and feedback from other town boards like Planning 
Commission, DRB and Recreation Committee. 
 

6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am. 
 

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: April 7, 2021 

Approved by WCC:  April 7, 2021 

 

 


