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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of March 04, 2015 

Approved 4/1/15 
 

Members Present: Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, Jude Hersey, Jean Kissner 

Members Absent: Mike Harris, Carl Runge  

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Melissa Ham-Ellis (public) 

 
1. Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:10 AM.   
2. Public Comment:  none 

 
3. Approval of Minutes:  

Motion by Jude, seconded by Jean, to approve the minutes of the Feb 18, 2015 WCC 
meeting as drafted by Jennifer.  Motion passed unanimously (4-0).  
 

4. Discuss VT Urban Forestry Canopy Grants application:   

Jennifer gave an overview of the application requirements and timing, and the WCC 
discussed a scope of work.  The WCC decided not to apply for any soft costs related to 
additional inventory work, and to instead apply for money to do additional plantings.  Gary 
would like to do a spring planting, before the trees bud, as that has the highest success rate.  
Gary suggested using the $5,000. Selectboard allocation for a Spring planting before grant 
awards are finalized (June 1st), followed by a second planting in Fall 2015 or Spring 2016 if 
the Town receives the grant award.  Jude suggested approaching Gardener’s Supply to ask if 
they would co-sponsor the effort, and offered to assist Jennifer with that conversation.  Eric 
believes that working with Gardener’s supply would demonstrate extra initiative on the 
WCCs part, and make the grant application more competitive.  The group discussed 
prioritizing streets with the highest relative percentage of ash trees.  Jennifer asked the 
WCC for opinions on cost and the size and species of trees to plant.  The WCC suggested 
some resources for additional information.  Jennifer will gather cost data for a range of 
species and sizes, and look for information on the best size trees for successful plantings.  
Jennifer mentioned that she had met with Marie-Claude Baudette about the Birth Tree 
project, and they had discussed the possibility of planting trees on Town-owned land that 
represented babies born in that year.  The WCC liked the idea of looking into some ways to 
combine initiatives, including providing dedication plaques for the new plantings, or 
ordering trees together.  The group considered using the plantings for an Arbor Day or Earth 
Day celebration, and briefly discussed sources of volunteer labor.  This will be an agenda 
item for further discussion at the next meeting.     
 

5. Discuss Vermont Town Forests Centennial Celebration 

A flyer was received from UVM Extension encouraging Conservation Commissions to get 
involved in the 100th anniversary of the 1915 legislation enabling the creation of Town 
forests in Vermont.  Gary inquired whether Williston’s Town Forest is Talcott Forest, and if it 
is presently owned by the Town or UVM.  Gary would be willing to be a point of contact for 
participation in regional or state initiatives related to this topic.   
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6. Other Business.   

a. Internships – Gary provided a status update on the summer interns.  He has 
been in contact with the intern coordinator at UVM, who is collecting 
applications and will be ready to begin interviews in approximately 2 weeks.  The 
advertisements posted through UVM were for a senior intern at 40hrs per week, 
and a junior intern at 20hrs per week.  The WCC discussed the possibility of 
hiring for one position this year.   

b. LaRosa Laboratory Partnership Grant – The proposed sampling protocol was sent 
to DEC, and Jennifer is awaiting a response.   

c. The WCC met with Recreation and Parks director Todd Goodwin, who shared a 
description of his basic responsibilities and answered questions. 

d. Emerald Ash Borer – Gary and Jude plan to attend the first meeting, which will is 
planned for some time in April.  The WCC described a possible format for the 
meeting.  Gary would like to discuss a protocol for spring planting in the first half 
of the meeting, followed by a discussion of the emerald ash borer preparedness 
plan. 

e. Administrative – Carl will be away until the second meeting in May;  Jean will not 
be able to attend next meeting. 

 
5. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 AM. 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray: 3/18/2015 

Approved by WCC:  4/01/2015 


