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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of July 15, 2020 
Approved 

 Members Present: Laura Meyer, Jude Hersey, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Gary Hawley, Carl Runge 

Members Absent: Kim Coleman  

Staff Present:  Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Reid Willis 

 
1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:30 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: There was no public comment. 

 
3. Approval of July 1, 2020 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as written, 

Laura seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.  

 
4. WCC Annual Report: The WCC discussed the progress on writing the annual report. Several 

WCC members have drafted their sections. Jude is having trouble accessing the Google 

Doc. Jude will send Melinda her Gmail address and Melinda will add it to the shared users.  

Melinda stated the next step will be to combine all the sections into a coherent report. 

Reed offered to do this, and he asked Melinda to send photos to include in the report. 

Melinda asked Carl to provide the ERF balance as of June 30, 2020.  

 

5. Stormwater Solutions: Kristen Balschunat of WNRCD gave a presentation about how 

individuals can mitigate the impact of stormwater to water quality. Kristin spoke about 

nonpoint sources of pollution, which call for nonpoint solutions. Kristen spoke about the 

public engagement work of Rethink Runoff like Stream Team, stream cleanups, rain barrel 

workshops, event tabling, etc. Recent projects in Williston include a riparian planting 

project on Allen Brook and a stream cleanup in Muddy Brook tributaries. Kristen spoke 

about Rethink Runoff’s water quality program. They sample 12 streams in Chittenden 

County. This year without LaRosa funding they are shifting their approach to “stream 

storytelling,” where volunteers share photos, drawings, and writings about streams they 

monitor. The information gathered will be complied into a Story Map. Some solutions that 

individuals can implement include: 

• Adopt-a-Drain program, where residents can “adopt” catch basins and be responsible 

for basic maintenance like cleaning leaves and debris 

• Test your soil before applying fertilizer, to be sure that you are not over fertilizing lawn 

• Raise lawn mower blades to at least 3 inches, to improve the capacity of grass to 

absorb stormwater 

• Install a rain barrel 

• Redirect gutters away from impervious surfaces 

• Build a rain garden 
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• Plant a tree 

• Use less salt 

• Scoop the poop 

Kristin then spoke about larger scale solutions such as working with HOAs to change 

landscaping practices to reduce fertilizer and salt applications, consider the use of permeable 

pavement for new development, implement stronger stormwater regulations in the town 

bylaw. Winooski WNRCD also can partner with towns to scope out potential water quality 

improvement projects. 

 

The WCC discussed various aspects of the solutions presented. Permeable pavement has been 

recommended for several developments by the WCC, but developers have pushed back against 

it due to purported cost and infeasibility of installation and maintenance. Eric mentioned there 

are several examples of successful permeable pavement installations in northern Vermont. 

Gary suggested partnering with developers to build a demonstration site. Reed suggested a 

cost-sharing arrangement whereby the developer pays for the installation and the town agrees 

to maintain it for a period of time. Reid Willis mentioned that she had heard recently about the 

environmental impact of coal tar sealants, and about lack of landscaper compliance to the 3-

inch grass cutting rule. Carl asked whether there is any difference with regards to impact 

between different kind of salts. Kristen stated that salts differ in the range of temperature at 

which they are effective, and what is most important is to maximize the degree of effectiveness 

for each application so as to limit the amount of salt needed. Reed noted that HOAs would be a 

great place to start with outreach about solutions, to reach a greater number of people and 

have a greater impact. Reed stated that he hoped the April Stools Day cleanup could be made a 

broader effort, beyond just Sustainable Williston. The WCC discussed the pros and cons of 

various practices to dispose of pet waste. Currently the best practice for our area is to dispose 

of pet waste in the landfill, although there are other more experimental practices being tried 

elsewhere including composting. The WCC decided to discuss next steps in an outreach strategy 

with Melinda and then reach back out to Kristen for assistance.  

 

Christine Dougherty spoke about the BLUE Certification Program. The town is working with an 

outside consultant to launch this program in Williston. The program provides consulting 

services to homeowners who want to engage in best stormwater management practices and 

some funding to reimburse homeowners who implement best practices. Previously Colchester 

and South Burlington piloted this program and have had success. The program is an opportunity 

to do public outreach and to get some practices installed on individual lots. Christine stated 

that many of the practices Kristen mentioned are already being implemented by the Public 

Works Department, such as trainings for road salt application and monitoring road surface 

temperatures during applications of salt.  

 

Eric mentioned that he observed a substantial landscape failure at the Creek’s Edge 

development, where the grass had not seeded properly, and sediment was running off into the 
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stormwater basin. Melinda will follow up with this. Carl asked if cat litter was a better 

alternative to salt. Christine stated it does help with traction, but it would need to be swept up 

in the spring so it doesn’t run off into surface waters. 

 

6. Staff Report/Other Business 

• Updates on RZD open space requirement – Melinda stated that after discussion the 

Planning Commission decided that the issues of concern were much broader than 

requiring open space. The PC would like more information and input from the public. 

Staff has drafted a survey that contains broader scope of questions. Melinda shared the 

draft survey with the WCC members, and the WCC provided feedback. Reed stated he is 

concerned the survey is too long and very few people will provide input, but the graphic 

showing different types of development is very effective. The WCC discussed the 

concept of the town setting a target end state or population carrying capacity that 

should not be exceeded, and how that could be accomplished in a nuanced and 

nondiscriminatory way.  

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: August 5, 2020 

Approved by WCC:  August 5, 2020 


