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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of January 7, 2015 

 

Members Present: Mike Harris, Jean Kissner, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Gary Hawley,  

Members Absent: Eric Howe 

Staff Present:   Ken Belliveau, Matt Boulanger 

Others Present: Debra Bell, TCE; William Fead, Esc.; Tim Cole, Dirt Tech; Chad Cole, Dirt Tech,; 
Shane Mullen, TCE 

 
1. Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:08 AM. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes  

Mike MOVED, seconded by Carl to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2014 WCC meeting 
as drafted by Ken with corrections as follows: 

 Add the word “if” to line #4 of #3 

 “weather” should be “whether” 

 #6 ERF correct spelling of Selectboard 

 #7 add the word trail to easement 
  
Motion passed unanimously (5-0).  

 
3. Jude brought up the upcoming changes in the board composition, with Carl going away and 

Marie-Claude stepping down.  Gary asked how quickly the position could be filled.  Ken said it 
depended on how quickly someone stepped forward to volunteer. 

 
4. Ken provided an update on the newly hired conservation planner. Jennifer Murray will be starting 

on January 15, 2015 and will be taking over the staffing of the conservation commission after a 
brief transition. 

 
5. Gary brought up that there currently is not a vice chair of the commission.  

Motion by Jude, seconded by Jean for Gary to continue as chair until July 1, with Mike vice chair 
and becoming chair on July 1, Carl to continue as treasurer.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

5. Gary brought up the soon to be formed EAB preparedness committee.  Someone from public 
works should be represented on the committee as well as the new conservation planner.  Gary 
will talk to Rick McGuire about additional membership. 
 

6. ERF funding will be taken up at the public hearing on the budget re-scheduled to January 26, 
2015. 
 

7. Carl inquired about the trail easement at Chatham Woods.  Carl said he though Ken should 
continue to manage this process even after Jennifer comes on-board given some of the 
contentious history between the developer and the town.  Ken agreed that he would continue to 
manage this. 

 
6. DP 15-13 Fontaine Sand Extraction Matt provided an overview of this application which is a 

renewed request for sand extraction on the Fontaine property in the ARZD.  This was previously 
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approved under the town’s old bylaw.  The resource portions of the bylaw would still apply even 
though this not a residential subdivision that the CC typically reviews.  Deb Bell discussed some of 
the project history.  The sand extraction area would be reclaimed after the sand extraction was 
concluded.  Gary asked where the old ski area fit in with this piece of land.  Deb said it would not 
be impacted by the extraction.  The state permits for this operation is still in place including 
requirements of Fish and Game.  Mike asked about prior concerns about the deer wintering areas.  
Deb said that the extraction in not considered a problem because there won’t be people or dogs 
in the area.  Ken said that technically this is a zoning violation because operations have started 
prior to permits being finalized, but the permit would rectify the problem.  Mike said a wildlife 
assessment would probably be in order. Matt agreed, and said the assessment and reclamation 
should probably go beyond just deer. Deb Bell said that there is a stream crossing for the road 
with a culvert permitted by the state.  Deer cross the road through a wooded area to the south 
and then through Williston Woods. 
 
Jude asked about a proposed trail easement.  Matt said it was in the town plan in the general 
area, but Fish and Wildlife would likely be opposed.  There are hemlock trees present but they are 
mostly mature and thus not good for deer foraging.  Gary said he’d be in favor of a trail if it can be 
approved by the state.  Ken suggested a trail might be possible if it were seasonal. Mike asked if 
there is time to get a habitat assessment.  Matt said this is not a pre-application given that it the 
renewal of a prior permit.  Deb Bell said there currently is not a way for the public to get access to 
the property and thus a trail.  Carl asked what the trail would connect to.  Mike said the CC should 
decide what its position on a trail might be.  Gary said he’d like to know what the current 
pedestrian use is.  Deb said there shouldn’t be any.  Discussion about the trail will continue at the 
next meeting when Jean is back at the meeting.  Gary asked if the town would be willing to go 
with the state’s assessment or should we get our own.  Matt said this was most likely designated 
as habitat area based on the state’s mapping of deer habitat.  Mike said the CC should at least 
review the assessments done for the state.  The state permit goes until 2030, another 15 years.  
Deb suggested any potential trail should be on the southern side of the property.  Deb asked 
asked if consideration of a trail easement could be deferred until after the extraction was 
concluded.  Consideration of a trail easement could be deferred until the future when the permit 
either expired or was renewed. 
 
The discussion of this item will continue at the January 21, 2015 CC meeting when the 
commission can review the assessment that had been prepared for the state.  Deb Bell said she’d 
provide staff with the information. 
 

7. Jude brought up a recent discussion about the storm water pond at Heritage Meadows which may 
need to be enlarged.  This could impact the existing trail easement.  Perhaps this could be 
combined with a discussion about moving the trail easement.  This might help in the discussions 
with Chatham Woods.  Ken said that he had already discussed this with public works and any 
changes to the approved plan would require DRB review and approval. 
 

8. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:35 AM. 
 
Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 1/21/2015 
Approved by WCC:  1/21/2015 
 


