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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of January 21, 2015 

 

Members Present: Mike Harris, Jean Kissner, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Gary Hawley, Eric Howe 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Ken Belliveau, Matt Boulanger, Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: William Fead, Esq.; Tim Cole, Dirt Tech; Chad Cole, Dirt Tech,; Shane Mullen, 
TCE; Mike Fontaine; Melissa Ham-Ellis 

 
1. Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:08 AM. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes  

Motion by Mike, seconded by Carl to approve the minutes of the January 07, 2015 WCC 
meeting as drafted by Ken with corrections as follows: 

 Second page correct to read this is not a pre-application 

 Correct numbering of items 

 Correct “trial” to “trail” on #7 page 1 

Motion passed unanimously (6-0).  
 

3. Jennifer Murray the new conservation planner was introduced by Ken.  Jennifer is coming here 
from the Town of Jericho. 
 

4. Ken passed out an email exchange with Paul Gillies regarding the septic systems on the 
Herskowitz property at 579 Christmas Lane.  There was a discussion about limiting the Town’s 
liability and making the easement holders responsible for system removal if and when the 
systems are no longer used.  Mike said that we could easily propose conditions on the property 
seller, but we’d be limited in imposing new conditions on the existing easement. 

 
5. Mike Fontaine asked about who has maintenance responsibilities for the canoe access on his 

property.  He said trash accumulates there.  It is unclear at this time.  There had been a discussion 
about a fence at one time.  Mike said typically this is done by public works.  Gary suggested that 
there may be user groups who could take care of this.  Jean said she could provide a contact with 
a paddling club if we need one. 
 

6. Carl asked if there was any additional information on the trail easement at Chatham Woods.  Ken 
said he sent a letter to the Senesac’s attorney and we’re awaiting a response.  Carl said that we 
should try to keep this moving. 

 
7. Jude asked if there was any new information on the Emerald Ash Borer committee.  Gary said he 

would be talking to the town manager about this soon. 
 

8. There was a discussion about the proposed parking lot for the Mud Pond trail parking lot.  Ken 
said that a grant had been secured but permitting on this has not yet been completed. 

 
9. DP 15-13 Williston Sand Pit Matt provided a summary of the previous discussion about this 

application.  Some additional information from the existing Act 250 permit regarding habitat was 
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provided.  The question is whether the Act 250 conditions would be sufficient to ensure adequate 
protection.  Matt also discussed the wetlands on the properties, which are also protected by the 
Act 250 conditions.  He also mentioned a possible trail easement.  He reviewed the draft 
conditions.  Shane said the applicant is concerned about using the trails in the summer when the 
sand extraction would take place.  Mike asked what we would be trying to connect to, and the CC 
responded most likely Chapman Lane.  There was a discussion about where the existing trail is 
located.  Jean said she’d like to make sure this doesn’t get dropped.  Mike said we would 
generally like to make sure we get an easement even if the exact location still needs to be 
determined in the future.  Seasonal use of the trail can present an enforcement challenge, but the 
town has had success in the past.  Mike said he thought it would not be heavily used.  Gary said 
he agreed that he felt we should preserve our options regarding the trail.  William said that the 
permit will have to be revisited every two-years, but Ken said that was no longer in our bylaw so 
the term needed to be determined.  Gary suggested that we recommend a floating easement 
with the location to be determined.  The sand extraction is only in the summer because of the 
deer wintering area.  Eric said he was also in favor of getting a floating easement.  The 
commission agreed that the Act 250 conditions regarding wildlife protection are likely to be 
sufficient. 
 
There was a question about fees for trail use.  The Town does not charge fees for trail use.  
William said some of this may be unconstitutional because a floating easement is vague and it 
may not be related to the impact of the development.  Mike agreed there might be legal 
considerations.  Mike asked about VAST’s use of the property, and suggested the Town might 
want to get together with VAST.  Gary said we almost always get a trail easement.  There was a 
long discussion about the desirability and feasibility of trying to get a trail easement on this 
property as part of this permit.  William stated that it should be noted that easements are 
forever. 
 
Shane asked if there were other concerns with the application. 
 
Motion by Jude, seconded by Mike, in support of recommendation # 2:   

“The assessment of impacts to wildlife by the applicant and the Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and their established conditions of approval for this project are sufficient to assess impacts to wildlife 
habitat on the site. The DRB should adopt the conditions of the Land Use Permit related to wildlife habitat 
impact (Findings of Fact 45 A-E) as conditions of approval for the Discretionary Permit.” 

Motion passed 5-0.   

Motion by Eric, seconded by Jude, in support of recommendation #3, modified as follows: 

“The applicant should consider providing a floating trail easement to the town as part of this proposal.  A 
potential trail site may be determined at future date in cooperation with the landowner that would permit 
non-winter use and likely connect from adjacent properties for a general north-south connection to 
minimize wildlife impacts and safety issues regarding the land use of the parcel.” 

Motion passed 4-1, Carl opposed. 
 

10. Jude asked if the current opening on the commission has been advertised.  Ken said it would be 
posted on the town website and commission members may also want to ask other people they 
know. 
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11. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 AM. 
 
Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 2/4/2015 
Approved by WCC:  2/4/2015 
 


