Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of January 16, 2019
Approved

Members Present: Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Kim Coleman, Anthony Jordick

Members Absent: Gary Hawley

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present:

1. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:10 AM.

2. Addition to agenda —

e Melinda requested an addition to the agenda: a proposed new meeting time for WCC.
The morning meeting slot does not appear to be working for the WCC to accomplish
their business. Several date and time slots are proposed, and Melinda is requesting
WCC members rank their preferences and submit them by mid-February. The new
meeting time will take effect at the beginning of the new fiscal year (July 1).

e Eric attended the AVCC board meeting and is considering joining the board. Their
annual conference is in the fall, and this year they plan to host it in Waterbury. Eric
mentioned the idea of Williston potentially hosting the event, although finding a big
enough space could be challenging. The WCS could be a possible venue.

3. Public Comment: There was no public comment.

4. Approval of Dec 5, 2018 and December 19, 2018 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve
both the December 5 and December 19 minutes as written. Anthony seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote. Eric abstained from the vote as he was absent
both days.

5. Refine Watershed Protection Buffer Standards to Address Nonconforming Development:
Melinda led this discussion. One of the work plan items stated in the Comprehensive Plan
is to “refine watershed protection standards to address nonconforming development.”
There are a lot of nonconforming properties in town — those properties with development
in the watershed protection buffer predating the adoption of the watershed protection
standards in 2009. There are a lot of properties with back yards completely in the
watershed protection buffer, in which, under the current regulations no development or
mowing is permitted. Should the town allow some flexibility for property owners to



develop and/or mow a portion of land within the buffer in exchange for restoring a portion
of the buffer by planting trees? WCC members asked how much of an issue this is
currently, and Melinda responded that on a regular basis there are complaints or noted
zoning violations related to watershed protection buffers, or people requesting permits to
develop within the buffers. The WCC discussed the potential downside — these regulations
would be difficult to enforce, and landowners of currently conforming properties might
complain that it is unfair to allow some people to develop within the buffers while others
can’t. Eric mentioned that a shed does not have a big negative impact, whereas planting a
buffer will have a big positive impact, therefore it seems to be a worthwhile tradeoff for
the town. Reed suggested that the town conduct outreach to the affected property owners
to inform them of an opportunity to partner with the town to enhance the buffer by
planting trees (the town or Trees for Streams can supply the planting materials and
technical assistance), and to also inform them of the potential changes to the bylaw to
allow more flexibility and gather feedback. For example, what would property owners
want to do on their properties that they are currently not allowed to do? Would they be
willing to adjust their mowing practices? The WCC discussed expanding the partnership to
non-affected, conforming properties as funding and resources allow. Carl asked whether
the policies could be implemented on a trial basis. Possible mowing standards were
discussed, such as leaving a minimum of 3 inches height and leaving clippings on the
ground, although it was noted that these standards would be difficult to enforce.

6. Sucker Brook Hollow Invasives Management Plan: As more properties are assessed, the
need for invasives management is becoming more and more apparent. The WCC members
thought that the report was a highly useful document, and it was noted the “Invasion
Curve” concept was especially useful. Melinda noted that funding for invasives control
could either come out of ERF funds or the operating budget. The WCC discussed including a
line item in the budget for stewardship funds, or splitting the ERF into stewardship and
acquisition categories. WCC discussed the use of Round Up in invasives management.
Melinda stated that Ethan Tapper said an invasives control program would require the use
of herbicide to be successful. Reed stated the first step is to prioritize what to address first
and get a quote from an invasives contractor. There was discussion of using goats for
invasives management, Reed has offered to research this.

7. Staff Report — Other Business:
e Site Walks: the WCC expressed interest in doing more site walks on town properties,
even if this needs to happen outside of regular meeting times. Reed proposed the idea



of a guided walk on the Lyon property, and stated Chapin Kaynor has offered to lead
one in the spring. Others liked the idea of having a site walk on the Jacob parcel.

e Trail Grooming at MPCP: Kim stated the grooming at Mud Pond is beautiful and kiosk
was really nicely done; however, she has concerns about increasing usage and carrying
capacity given these improvements. Reed made a motion to allow grooming to
continue for this winter only, while monitoring the user levels, then to reevaluate at
the end of the season. Anthony seconded the motion. The motion carried with a 5-0
vote.

e Spring 2019 UVM NR 206 project: Melinda stated the town will partner with South
Burlington and UVM to have a group of students assist in the initiation of a Regional
Conservation Partnership.

e Catamount update: Melinda informed the WCC about the environmental issue on the
property and how it was being dealt with. An underground fuel storage tank was
removed in Fall 2017 and the surrounding area is being monitored under the State
Petroleum Cleanup Fund to assess the dissipation of petroleum compounds in the soil.
The contamination is limited to a small area and is not expected to spread. It is a low
risk in terms of public and environmental health. Levels are expected to diminish over
time. The closing has been delayed because of the Federal Government shutdown, but
no other grant funding deadlines are imminent.

e Future Issues:

o Pine Ridge Forest Management Plan: At the next meeting, Melinda would like to
share the work of UVM NR2016 Fall class in compiling information related to Pine
Ridge Forest.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:56 am.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: February 6, 2019
Approved by WCC: February 6, 2019



