Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of February 6, 2019
Approved

Members Present: Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Reed Carr, Eric Howe, Kim Coleman, Anthony Jordick

Members Absent: Gary Hawley

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Ryan Allen (Plattsburg State student)

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:08 AM.

Public Comment: There was no public comment. Ryan Allen introduced himself. He is
attending the meeting as part of a student project he is doing.

. Approval January 16, 2019 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the January 16

minutes as written. Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.

Page conservation easement: Melinda announced that the town has received $280,000
from the Land and Water Conservation Fund. This will reimburse the ERF for $200,000 and
bridge the $60,000 funding gap, and provide a stewardship endowment of $20,000.

Melinda provided background information leading to the proposed conservation easement
on Steve and Debbie Page’s land. The Pages have agreed to donate 17 acres of land to the
Catamount Community Forest. In doing so, their remaining 8 acres becomes ineligible for
Current Use and must be withdrawn. The withdrawal of land from Current Use will cause
the Pages to incur a onetime Land Use Change Tax, equal to roughly $16,000. A possible
way to work around this is for the Pages to grant a conservation easement to the town
prior to the transfer of land. Doing so would reduce the penalty to about $2,500. Kim
noted that Vermont Land Trust would not hold a conservation easement over a parcel this
small, thus the town holding the easement would be the only option. Carl mentioned it
seems reasonable that the town pay for the $2,500 fee out of the ERF. Reed added that it
is a small price to pay, considering the donation of land helped make the town eligible for
the USFS Community Forest funding. Anthony made a motion as follows: The WCC
recommends 1) the town hold a conservation easement on 8 acres of the Pages’ land to
reduce the land use change tax and protect additional land adjacent to the town forest,
and 2) the Selectboard should consider the use of ERF funds to cover any remaining land



use change tax incurred by the Pages. Jude seconded the motion. The motion was
approved by a 6-0 vote.

5. Allen Brook water quality monitoring results: Melinda presented the results of the Allen
Brook water quality monitoring. Summer 2018 was very dry, and no sampling occurred
during high flows. There appears to be no correlation between flow and phosphorus.
Notably, total phosphorus was higher than the previous year across all sites, and this is
hard to explain. Site ABT1 showed very high TP levels that increased over time through the
summer. This may be related to the Creek’s Edge development as well as 3 nearby
stormwater retrofits, which initially can cause a release of sediment. Reed stated the
results ought to be shared with developers to encourage best practices. Melinda asked the
W(CC to consider changing the way the town monitors water quality to reduce the staff
effort. She suggested looking into having the WNRCD do the reporting, while continuing to
have the Williston summer intern collect samples. Melinda also suggested reducing the
frequency of sampling, but Eric does not recommend that, as he feels that once a week is
the minimum effort required to discern trends. Eric suggested setting up automatic
sampling at one or more sites in the watershed. He also suggested hiring a contractor to do
the data analysis and reporting. Melinda will get a quote from FEA for each of these
projects.

6. Williston Energy Plan — feedback on siting language: The WCC generally approve of the
siting language, but had two suggestions:
e Transfer Primary Viewshed Areas from local known constraints to possible constraints
e Review/groundtruth the list of scenic viewsheds to evaluate their current relevance
e Remove “hills above Winooski River” from the list of scenic viewsheds, it’s too vague
e Under Siting Policies 2) insert “not” after Renewable energy generation facilities is an
incompatible use of these areas and should

7. Mud Pond Conservation Area management plan — objectives to consider for plan update:
Melinda is working with a group of Master Naturalists/NR 206 students to draft a
management plan for the Mud Pond Conservation Area. She would like the WCC to provide
input into desired priority areas for the students to focus on. Her suggestions include:

e Invasives management
e Restrictions on the property (LWCF, TNC)
e Previous research and studies done by UVM students?

8. Staff Report — Other Business:



e Spring 2019 UVM NR 206 project(s) — Eric — will other groups be involved such as LCA

e Catamount update — The project is now fully funded and closing is likely to happen in
early March

e Invasives next steps — Melinda met with Mike Bald to discuss the possibility of him
leading volunteer removal projects in Williston. She got a general idea of his pricing
but the WCC would like more specifics. Melinda will request a quote from him.

e Future issues — Reed would like to discuss the possibility of renting a goat herd to

control invasives on town land. He will reach out to Pine Island Farm about their goat
herd.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:42 am.
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