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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of February 18, 2015 

Approved 3/4/15 
 

Members Present: Gary Hawley, Mike Harris, Jude Hersey, Jean Kissner, Carl Runge 

Members Absent: Eric Howe  

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Melissa Ham-Ellis 

 
1. Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:10 AM. 

 
2. Public Comment:  Melissa Ham-Ellis introduced herself. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes:  

Motion by Jude, seconded by Jean, to approve the minutes of the Feb 4, 2015 WCC 
meeting as drafted by Jennifer.  Motion passed unanimously (5-0).  
 

4. Review Town trails brochures:   

The WCC discussed improvements to the maps and narratives for the brochures for Allen 
Brook Nature Trail, Sucker Brook Hollow Country Park, Oak View Hill Trail, Mud Pond 
Country Park, and Mud Pond Conservation Area.  The WCC discussed the rules about the 
leashing of dogs in the vicinity of the bike trail, and asked Jennifer to research this further.  
The WCC would like to show neighboring property boundaries on all maps.  Additional 
natural history might be added to the Sucker Brook brochure, from information in the 
Natural Resource Inventory prepared by UVM.  Recommendations were made for 
incorporating the Schmoker trail connection into the Mud Pond Conservation Area map.   

The WCC suggested that making the discussed edits to the brochure text and maps might be 
a good task for a summer intern, and perhaps copies can be made in-house as needed until 
then.  The WCC asked to review these edits again at least once before sending maps to the 
printer. 
 

5. Other Business.   

a. Winooski Valley Park District – The WCC received an email from Executive 
Director Nick Warner.  Jen will reach out with an invitation for Nick to attend 
another meeting, and offer him a place on the agenda if he would like.  They 
would like to talk with him about the work they have been doing, and further the 
conversation about working out a membership fee that is proportionate to the 
services the Town receives. 

b. LaRosa Laboratory Partnership Grant – Upcoming grant deadline of 3/9/15.  
Jennifer will be working with Eric to finalize the application details. 

c. Outside Staff - The WCC would like to meet with the new stormwater 
coordinator and discuss the details of his new role within the Town.  The WCC 
also discussed meeting with Parks and Recreation director Todd Goodwin, and 
geting an update on his plans for Allen Brook Nature Trail. 
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d. The Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions - Members decided to 
renew their membership for 2015. 

e. Emerald Ash Borer – Gary delegated responsibility to Jen for setting up a 
meeting with Rick, Bruce, etc. to discuss next steps.  Jude offered to participate 
in that meeting.  The group discussed EAB issues. 

f. Administrative – Carl will be away until the second meeting in May;  
 
5. Adjournment:  Motion by Carl, second by Mike.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 AM. 
 
Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray: 3/04/2015 

Approved by WCC:  3/04/2015 


