Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of February 04, 2015
Approved 2/18/15

Members Present: Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, Jude Hersey, Jean Kissner, Carl Runge

Members Absent: Mike Harris

Staff Present: Ken Belliveau, Jennifer Murray

Others Present: none

Call to Order: Gary called the meeting to order at 7:10 AM.

. Approval of Minutes

Motion by Carl, seconded by Eric, to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2015 WCC meeting
as drafted by Ken with corrections as follows:

e Spelling correction in Item 4
e Correct the date in Item 2

Motion passed unanimously (5-0).

Update on Environmental Reserve Fund. Gary gave a summary of the capital budget discussion
from the 2/02/15 Selectboard meeting. The Selectboard voted to fund the ERF for a total of
$140,000 in FY16. $110,000 was a one-time allocation of a portion of the sale of Town land to VT
Gas.

. WCC Annual Report. Members discussed the draft WCC Annual Report, and proposed
corrections and revisions.

Update on Selectboard approval of Lake Iroquois Bylaw Amendments. Ken provided a brief
history of how the proposed amendments were developed, summarized the issues brought up
during the public process, and provided a summary of the adopted amendments, which require
landowners surrounding Lake Iroquois to get State-issued permits for all new development. The
applicants must also utilize best management practices, and demonstrate that the proposed
activities will have a negligible impact on water quality. Ken explained that the new rules allow
you to expand or move an existing structure. If expanding a footprint, a WW permit is required,
demonstrating adequate water supply and wastewater treatment. The new rules also reduce the
maximum height allowed in that district to 30 feet. Gary asked Eric to provide his comments on
the new shoreline protection rules, and Eric provided some history. Gary asked about the
responsibility for enforcement of tree clearing in that district, and Ken explained the enforcement
process. Jude asked if there were many developable lots left on Iroquois; Ken thinks there are
two.

Update on Herskowitz Property. Ken provided an update on the Selectboard discussion about
the Herskowitz property. The Selectboard reaffirmed their commitment to acquire a
conservation easement on this property.

Update on Emerald Ash Borer. Gary said that he had spoken with Rick McGuire, who would like
to begin by meeting to discuss EAB preparedness planning with a couple members of the WCC
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and public works. Gary will be setting up a meeting with Rick and Bruce; Jennifer, Ken, and Jude
expressed an interest in attending as well. Gary would like to begin using the EAB budget
allocation to plant some trees of different sizes, starting this Spring. Carl suggested using the
housing development where Jude lives as a test site. Jude asked Gary if he recommends certain
species, and Gary has some information resources will be able to draw upon for that future
conversation. Ken mentioned there is some guidance regarding tree plantings in the bylaw as
well.

6. Update on DP 15-13 Williston Sand Pit DRB decision. Ken gave a summary of the DRB discussion
and decision, which incorporated the WCC’'s recommendations from last meeting.

7. Update on Recreational Trails Program application. Jen provided an update on the status of the
projects funded with the 2013 and 2014 grant awards. The WCC agreed to pass on the 2015
funding round in order to prepare an application for 2016. The WCC discussed possible future
projects for 2016, including construction of improvements to the trail through Chatham Woods,
specifically- utilizing VYCC to make the trail usable in winter and provide a solution for wet areas.
Jean mentioned resurfacing a portion of the Allen Brook trail.

8. Other. Carl asked Ken about the status of outstanding legal questions associated with the
Chatham Woods trail, and Ken said he would follow that up. Eric asked Jennifer to look into the
funding deadline for the LaRosa Laboratory Partnership Grant Program.

9. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:40 AM.

Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray: 2/18/2015
Approved by WCC: 2/18/2015



