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Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 

Minutes of December 4, 2019 
Approved 

 Members Present: Carl Runge, Laura Meyer, Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey, Eric Howe, 
Kim Coleman 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:  Melinda Scott 

Others Present: Andy Rowe, Erin Washburn (DP 20-17), Reid Willis 

 
1. Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order at 7:05 AM.  

 

2. Public Comment: None.  

 

3. Approval of November 20, 2019 minutes: Carl made a motion to approve the minutes as 

written, Gary seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.  

 

4. DP 20-17 Shelburne Shipyard BLA and Subdivision: Andy Rowe, the applicant’s 

representative, provided an overview of the proposed project. The Shelburne Shipyard, 

Inc. offered some of the neighboring property owners the right of first refusal on a portion 

of their land on River Cove Rd. A boundary line adjustment is proposed that will transfer ~4 

acres to the Kelley parcel, and create a new parcel to be jointly owned by neighbors to the 

east. No development is proposed at this time. Industrial Zoning District West does not 

permit residential uses. Existing residential uses are nonconforming, and there will be no 

expansion of those uses. Kim made a motion to accept the Findings and Recommendations 

as written. Jude seconded the motion. The motion was carried with a 7-0 vote.  

 

5.  Desired Trails prioritization (continued): Kim Coleman’s class did an exercise to prioritize 

desired trails. They started with the criteria developed by the WCC at a previous meeting. 

They broke up into groups according to their interests and decided how to evaluate the 

criteria. They also utilized reviews on trail apps and Google maps, and USGS flood hazard 

data. Connectivity was parsed out into two types: connections to existing trails and 

connections to points of interest. The red trails scored at least 6 of 10. Gary stated it is 

important to see desired trails in relationship to existing trails and conserved areas. At the 

next meeting the WCC will look at feasibility constraints. Reed stated he is willing to work 

on this with Melinda in the interim.  

 

6. Staff Report – Other Business 

• Watershed Protection Buffers mailing and survey – the Planning Commission is planning 

to hold a public hearing on the proposed bylaw changes in January. Planning staff will 
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send out a mailing to affected property owners notifying them of the public hearing. 

Melinda will send out a copy of the mailing to the WCC. Eric asked if it would be possible 

to invite ANR staff to the public hearing, Melinda agreed this would be a good idea. She 

will contact Tina Heath and Gretchen Alexander. 

• Allen Brook water quality monitoring – Melinda met with Becky Tharp to discuss 

methods of analyzing the historic dataset. She will provide an estimate for the analysis. 

Eric stated Joe Bartlett did a study on correlating flow measurements to watershed size. 

Melinda will look into finding his report to send onto Becky. 

• January meeting schedule changes – The WCC will meet only once in January (January 

15) due to the New Years Day holiday falling on the first Wednesday of the month. 

January 15.  

• Trail bridge updates – Carl stated that both bridges are stable and people are using the 

trail despite the “Trail Closed” signs. Melinda will ask WVPD crew to remove the signs 

the next time they are out on the trail.  

• WVPD – Jude asked about inviting the Williston representative to a meeting. Melinda 

will follow up with Nick about this. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 am. 

 

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: 12/18/2019 

Approved by WCC:  12/18/2019 


