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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of December 2, 2015 

Approved 

 Members Present: Mike Harris, Gary Hawley, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Jean Kisner, Eric Howe 

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Ken Belliveau 

Others Present:  

 
1. Call to Order:  Jude called the meeting to order at 7:05 AM. 

 
2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Approval of Minutes: 

Jean moved, Gary seconded approval of the minutes from the November 18, 2015 meeting 
with no recommended revisions, motion passed 6-0. 
 

4. Burr Oaks Community 

The WCC discussed a letter they received from Evan Litwin concerning the Burr Oak 
Community.  Ken discussed what is known generally about where this is located.  The Burr 
Oaks are generally located on a hill.  The WCC discussed what has previously been mapped 
and how to approach this matter.  The Burr Oaks knoll is understood to be near the town’s 
existing water tower.  Carl moved and Jude seconded that the WCC to recommend to the DRB 
that the applicant demonstrate that the proposed development will not adversely impact the 
Burr Oakes community on the adjacent parcel.  Mike said he’d draft a letter to Mr. Litwin 
recommending that DRB have the applicant for Cottonwood ensure that the Burr Oaks 
community is not impacted by the proposed development as recommended by the WCC. 

5. Mud Pond Country Park 

Ken provided an update on the Mud Pond Country Park.  There may be an encroachment into 
the lands of the existing park.  Ken said he’d been out in the field.  Jude moved and Eric 
seconded that ERF money be used to fund the survey update on the boundaries of the 
existing park.  Motion carried 4-0. 

The proposed parking lot was also discussed.  We need to find out from the funding agency 
how we should deal with the funds that have already been spent. 

6. Beavers 

The beavers have built a dam near the town’s trails to the west of North Williston Road 
connecting the town park and the Chatham Woods development.  The existing bridge has 
been undermined and upended.  Carl said the trail may need to be closed temporarily until 
this is fixed.  There was a discussion about how much trail maintenance can be expected from 
public works.  Eric said we may have to move the beavers out.  Mike asked if a temporary 
bypass can be created until a permanent solution can be identified.  Mike said we may need 
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to have an engineer evaluate the situation.  There may be some liability to the town if this is 
not fixed soon.  We may have to place a sign that warns people of the risks of using the trail.  
Ken said he’d work on that.  Ken and Carl will take a look at the trail on Friday morning; Ken 
will ask if Bruce can come to help with the evaluation. 

7. Staff Updates 

Ken provided an update on the recruitment for the planner that will staff the WCC.  Melinda 
Scott will be starting on December 7, 2015. 

8. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 8:20am. 

 
Minutes Submitted by Ken Belliveau: 12/16/2015 
Approved by WCC:  12/16/2015 


