Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of August 2, 2023
YouTube Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6v3BVEdVnA

Members Present: Eric Howe (Chair), David Westman, Laura Meyer, Kim Coleman

Members Absent: Reed Carr, Gary Hawley, Terry Marron

Staff Present: Simon Myles

Others Present: Reid Willis, Adam Morse

4.1.

4.2.

5.1.

5.2.

Call to order: Meeting was called to order at 7.07am
Public comment: There was no public comment.

Approval of July 19, 2023 minutes: Laura made a motion to approve the July 19, 2023 minutes
as written, seconded by David. The motion was carried with a 3-0-1 vote with Reed abstaining.

Pine Ridge Cabin

Simon explained the work that had been undertaken to figure out whether the cabin could be
made usable and accessible to organized groups. At this point town staff do not have capacity to
implement all the work and make the cabin available. The cabin is in good condition externally
and this decision could be revisited in a few years as part of a wider discussion on the town’s
conservation resources.

He explained that Chris Yaegar (from the Boy Scouts) had suggested that the Catamount
Outdoor Family Center could run it. Staff believe that this would still require the town to
implement a lot of work in advance to become comfortable with the public using it. Kim noted
that the outdoor family center are investigating a new building, and the board could take it on in
the future if conditions change. Simon would let the family center know that the use of the cabin
had been put on hold but this may be revisited in the future.

Catamount Forest Management Project 2023

Simon explained that LaFoes logging had been selected to perform the project in September this
year partly based on their experience working on heavily used recreational sites. The project had
been extensively publicized in advance by Ethan Tapper, who advised he had never been
involved in a more well publicized forest management project.

Eric asked whether further outreach was proposed. Simon advised that FAQs had been
developed. Kim asked whether any negative feedback had been received other than a standing
trees advocate who had vocally opposed the project. Simon said he had received none.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6v3BVEdVnA

5.3. David asked what the wood would be used for. Simon said it would be used for dimensional
lumber which will ensure it stores carbon. None will be sent for incineration. Ethan had advised
that most of the low value wood would be left on the ground as much would cost more to
remove and process than would be received in revenue. David said he would like to be able to
purchase wood from Catamount for use on his property.

6. Mud Pond Conservation Area — Quiet Connector Signage

6.1. Simon said that the improvements in the Conservation Area to make the path usable by bikes
travelling to the Country Park was nearing completion and they should discuss signage.

6.2. Kim suggested that the arrows and the bikes signs be combined to be on a single placard to
avoid confusion. She asked that the main sign use the oxford comma.

6.3. The Commission said that the main entrance sign should refer to bikes being permitted only to
the Country Park, instead of using the term Quiet Connector. It should say: Bikes: Permitted only
to access the Country Park. David said this would reinforce the signage. Eric said he liked the
reference to the area being a quiet park. David said that additional ‘no bike’ signs should be
displayed further down the trail where they are not permitted in case bikes miss the sign at the
intersections.

6.4. Adam Morse said that he would like to make a small alteration to the approved quiet connector
route near the intersection to the Country Park. This is to make the intersection less of a right
angle turn. The Commission supported this change.

6.5. Adam asked whether the Town’s Department of Public Works could assist in a deposit of fill to
make the ramp up to South Road less steep and wider to accommodate accessible bikes. Simon

said he would ask Public Works.

6.6. Eric left the meeting at 7.45am

7. Glaser Specific Plan

7.1. There was no quorum present so the Commission decided to discuss the Glaser Specific Plan at
the August 16" meeting.

8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7.59am

Minutes submitted by Simon Myles: August 2, 2023. Approved by WCC: August 16, 2023
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