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 Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC) 
Minutes of August 5, 2015 

Approved 8/19/2015 
 

 Members Present: Mike Harris, Carl Runge, Jude Hersey, Jean Kissner (left 7:45), Eric Howe 

Members Absent: Gary Hawley 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray; Ken Belliveau (8:00) 

Others Present: Doug Goulette, Lamoureux & Dickenson (8:00);  Wes Pastor, Northeast 
Theological Seminary- NETS (8:00) 

 
1. Call to Order:  Mike called the meeting to order at 7:12 AM. 

 
2. Public Comment:  None 
 
3. Approval of Minutes: 

On a motion by Jean, seconded by Jude, the WCC voted to approve the minutes of 8/1/15 
as submitted.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

4. Mud Pond Parking Lot 

Staff updated the WCC on the status of the Mud Pond Parking Lot.  Several alternatives were 
explored.  (Option 1) The east side of South Road poses problems with regard to wetlands.  
Even if the parking lot were to be relocated outside of the wetland buffer areas, the 
connector trail would impact wetlands, and would probably need to be constructed as a 
boardwalk, which would add over $15,000 to the project cost.  (Option 2) Expansion of the 
existing parking lot would impact the stream buffer to the Allen Brook if it was expanded to 
the east, and would locate the parking lot in the front yard of a nearby abutter if it were 
expanded to the west.  If the parking lot were expanded away from Mud Pond Road, 
topographical constraints would be encountered.  (Option 3) Location of parking lot to the 
west side of South Road.  This location was suggested by two neighboring property owners as 
a location with good sight distance.  It is also an upland area where the parking lot could be 
constructed without impacts to wetlands or wetland buffers.  The location is near the Mud 
Pond Country Park trailhead, which would require users to walk only a short way down South 
Road before making a crossing.  VTDEC felt that this location could potentially disrupt the 
travel of wildlife from one side of South Road to the other, and that it might potentially be in 
a wetland buffer in the future if Mud Pond were to be upgraded to a Class 1 wetland.   

Staff asked the WCC if they had any input about demand and appropriate sizing for the new 
parking lot.  Jean thinks that on any given weeknight when mountain bike groups meet there 
could be 10 or more cars.  The mountain bike group she rides with generates about 10 
vehicles.  She thinks 10 spaces are needed, but 20 may be too many.  Jean offered to start 
keeping track of cars when she is at Mud Pond.  Carl asked the WCC if they think that building 
a new parking lot could contribute to increased demand for parking.  Jean thinks we’re seeing 
the maximum amount of users we are going to attract, especially given the size of the Mud 
Pond trails system and the proximity of other nearby mountain biking trails.  She estimates 
that Saxon Hill, for instance, has twice as many users. 
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Staff explained that the next step is to hire an engineer to provide a design for a new parking 
lot located on the west side of South Road (Option 3).   The WCC authorizes Staff to proceed 
with this next step, and suggests that the engineer provide an alternative design for a smaller 
parking lot with about 15 spaces. 
 

5. Long-Range Planning Discussion 

Invasive Species 
Jean began the conversation on the topic of invasive species.  She observed that they could 
be doing more, and that invasives are important because in terms of natural resources 
protection, they are what is endangering the species that have been doing fine so far.  Jude 
feels that more education is warranted related to what can be done to slow the spread of 
invasive species.  This includes environmental best practices.  She thinks this could make a 
good project for the intern next year.  Jean says we have to define a project for them, and a 
lot of people don’t realize it is an ongoing effort.  Jean identified several aspects of managing 
invasive species- (1) education, (2) best practices (for both the Town and the homeowners), 
(3) eradication- what are we going to do to control it?  And if we do an effort, where should 
we focus those efforts?  Jean brought up the idea of a demonstration project, perhaps on 
buckthorn, which would combine outreach and education with a model project.  Eric 
mentioned phragmites.  Jude suggested having an expert advise them on the subject.  Eric 
remembered that a representative from The Nature Conservancy had spoken to them about 
invasives, and suggests they do this again.  He believes aquatic invasives are not as much of 
an issue, and that they are already addressing this at Lake Iroquois.  Eric offers to try to find 
out who could speak with the WCC about terrestrial invasives.     

Stream Restoration 
Jean thinks we have done good things, and that we should continue the stream restoration 
program, including finding new areas that need work.  Staff gave a summary of the 
observations Leah S. from US Fish and Wildlife made after meeting with Jennifer and Grayson 
to inspect the health and maintenance needs of the various planting sites.  Staff also shared 
some of the ideas for future projects discussed by Leah Ann from Friends of the Winooski 
(FOTW) during a meeting at the planning office.  Staff feels Ann and Leah are the best source 
of guidance for the prioritization of future stream projects.  Jude thinks it might be interesting 
to have and Leah S. from US Fish and Wildlife come meet with the WCC.  Jude thinks it is 
surprising how little public access there is on the Winooski, other than the canoe access at 
the Fontaine property.  Eric thinks there is a setback requirement for farms in the new water 
bill.  Jude mentions the example of the Conant Farm in Richmond.  Carl has observed 
evidence of stream bank erosion along River Cove Road.    

Allen Brook Water Quality Sampling/Monitoring 
Mike observed that we have been conducting the water quality monitoring program without 
a refined plan for what we are hoping to accomplish.  Carl observes that if this is research, we 
are doing it backward.  Eric recounts that this monitoring program began because the Allen 
Brook was impaired for Phosphorous and E. coli, and thinks we should have a summary report 
prepared, showing the data collected so far and where the hot spots are, including 
recommendations for next steps.  The WCC asks staff to contact Evan Fitzgerald, who has 
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performed work on the Allen Brook in the past, to provide a cost estimate.  Eric suggests that 
Evan could also include a summary of the geomorphic assessment data collected by the 
interns for the past several summers.  (Jean left at 7:45)  

 

6. Discussion of NETS Specific Plan Application 
Ken began the discussion by explaining where they are in the specific plan approval process.  
He explained that the last time NETS appeared before the WCC was a preliminary meeting, 
and that we are at the official step this time, where the WCC is being asked to provide a 
determination about whether or not a significant public benefit is being provided by the 
specific plan proposal.   

Ken shared some comments made by Jim McCullough at the last Planning Commission 
meeting on this Specific Plan application.  Jim felt a parking area was important to the use of 
the trail proposed on the Site Plan.  Carl mentioned that the applicant had discussed this with 
the WCC last time, and a trail did not look feasible.  Doug Goulette, the engineering 
consultant for NETS, reported that since last time they met, he had flagged a trail route.  
Doug envisions parallel parking along Governor Chittenden Road.  He estimates room for 
approximately 3 cars in a location that would need some extra gravel and possibly a culvert.  
Wes Pastor shared his experience walking a portion of the proposed trail that morning- he 
was able to park his van along Governor Chittenden Road, and found the trail easy to 
moderate in difficulty, with a steep ascent from the road.  He believes there would be room 
for more than three cars.  Doug proposed granting the Town access for parking 
improvements in the area where the proposed trail meets Governor Chittenden Road.  Carl 
asked if there is room for people to turn around without using neighboring driveways, and 
Doug believes there is.      

The WCC and the applicants discussed the proposed trail.  The western end of the trail is 
shown on the site map connecting to a trail easement across Riverhill Farm.  Ken confirmed 
that execution of the trail easement shown on the Site Map as “existing trail corridor” is 
contingent upon the cessation of horse riding activities at the farm at some undetermined 
point in the future, making this an uncertain trail connection.  Mike suggested leaving open 
the option of connecting the western end of the proposed trail to the UVM property.  It could 
then potentially connect across the UVM property to the Catamount property in the future.  
Doug offers to extend the open space along the UVM property boundary to make this 
possible.   

Mike asked Doug to confirm that his proposal with regard to trail parking is for NETS to 
provide access to the Town, with the Town making the parking improvements.  Doug 
responded yes.  Mike thinks that is an acceptable balance, and Jude agrees.  At Jude’s 
request, Ken provided a summary of the full process for specific plan approval.  The WCC 
discussed why a parking area on the NETS campus itself, was a less preferred option than 
providing parking along Governor Chittenden Road.  Mike doesn’t like the idea of cutting 
across the NETS campus and causing disturbance to the deeryard.  The WCC also observed 
that it would involve making a difficult stream crossing to get to the trail.      

On a Motion by Eric, Seconded by Jude, the WCC voted to tell the Planning Commission that 
they have no objections to the proposed use of the property, and that the WCC feels that 
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the conserved area and trail easements are of significant public benefit including a floating 
trail easement to provide access to the UVM and Riverhill Farms abutting parcels, and 
parking access along Gov. Chittenden Road.  Motion passed, 4-0. 
 

7. Staff Updates: 
Ken gave an update on the status of the Chatham Woods trail connection. 
 

8. Adjournment:   Meeting adjourned at 9:07am 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes Submitted by Jennifer Murray: 8/19/2015 
Approved by WCC:  8/19/2015 
 


