Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of April 3, 2019
Approved

Members Present: Eric Howe, Gary Hawley, Jude Hersey

Members Absent: Anthony Jordick, Carl Runge, Reed Carr, Kim Coleman

Staff Present: Melinda Scott

Others Present: Reid Willis (Williston resident)

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:10 AM.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

. Approval of March 20, 2019 minutes: This item was tabled to the next meeting due to

lack of quorum.

Catamount outreach
e May 11 event — there will be an event to celebrate the new Catamount
Community Forest on May 11 from 1-4 pm.
e Signage needs — now that the property is town-owned, there is a need for
signage to inform pedestrian users of the property of rules and regulations.
Melinda has met with COFC board members to discuss signage needs and
placement. Proposed is a kiosk similar to others at town country parks, to be
placed adjacent to parking lot. If there is money left in WCC trails budget, the
W(CC could consider using those funds to build this kiosk.
e Boundary posting — Melinda is investigating the cost to hire a contractor to post
the boundaries with a simple spray-painted stencil as previously discussed by the
WCC.
Conserved lands mapping exercise: Melinda stated that the regional conservation
partnership has begun mapping conserved lands region wide. At the last RCP meeting a
draft map prepared by Melanie Needle of CCRPC was presented and discussed. The
mapping data came from the State conserved lands database and existing town plan data.
There are inconsistencies in how conserved lands are depicted and characterized in each
town, with some town maps showing open space lands and land protected by town
regulations. Although such lands are “protected” to a degree, they should not be
considered conserved. The RCP partners have discussed the merits of showing lands with
different levels of protection, and it was agreed that there is value in showing a range of
protections, but that there should be consistency in the mapping across the region.
Melinda would like to hear the WCC'’s thoughts on how to characterize different categories



of land protections along a spectrum of low to high level of protection. The WCC discussed
factors to consider such as permanency (how easy or hard is it to change), the specific uses
allowed under a conservation easement/regulation/or deed restriction, and
monitoring/enforcement — the degree of control the town has and ability to monitor and
enforce conditions. The various types of open space include town owned parcels, deed-
restricted parcels, designated open space, lands protected by town regulations, and third
party conservation easements. There was consensus that third party conservation
easement is the highest level of protection, while town-owned property has the lowest
level of protection. Lands protected by town regulations (such as watershed protection
buffers) and designated open space fall somewhere in the middle.

6. Staff Report — Other Business

e Jacob community meeting — Melinda stated that WVPD will be presenting information
and collecting public input on the Jacob parcel on the night of April 25 from 6-8:30, at
the Town Hall.

e WNRCD river cleanup event — Williston is partnering with WNRC on a river cleanup
event. The waste disposal will be paid for using CSWD cleanup funds, and WNRCD is
requesting $1,000 of funding from the WCC for planning and outreach for the event.
The WCC currently has $1,000 in the grant match category and does not have any
proposed projects to spend it on. The WCC members present expressed support for
contributing the requested funding. This will be brought up again at a future meeting.

e Allen Brook water quality reporting — Melinda has received an estimate from Watershed
Consulting Associates to analyze the town’s water quality dataset. The estimate was for
$2,000 for about 16 hours of work. Melinda stated she has since gotten some
information about a “Train the Trainers” grant administered through DEC to provide
data analysis services to watershed groups. Melinda will look further into this if of
interest to the WCC. Eric suggested that if the WCC has money left in the budget,
perhaps it could pay for WCA'’s services.

e Melinda stated that on April 16 from 7-9 pm there will be a joint WCC & PC meeting to
discuss watershed protection standards. This will be in lieu of the regularly scheduled
WCC meeting on April 17.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 am.

Minutes Submitted by Melinda Scott: May 1, 2019
Approved by WCC: May 1, 2019



