Town of Williston Conservation Commission (WCC)
Minutes of April 5, 2023
YouTube Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JxIm4-U1a8

Members Present: Eric Howe (Chair), Reed Carr, David Westman, Gary Hawley, Laura Meyer

Members Absent: Kim Coleman, Terry Marron

Staff Present: Simon Myles

Others Present: Reid Willis

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:07 AM.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

. Approval of March 15, 2023 minutes: Laura asked if there was an update on the Pine Ridge Cabin.

Simon said he had spoken with Tim Gerry from Williston Fire and RJ Thomson from Vermont Huts
to get feedback on managing the cabin. Both wanted to visit the property. Laura made a motion to
approve the March 15, 2023 minutes as amended, seconded by Reed. The motion was carried with
a 4-0 vote. David joined the meeting after the vote.

. Visual Resource Assessment. Simon explained the background to the town’s visual resource

assessment and how the development regulations protect the identified viewsheds. It had not
been updated since 1989 which was a town plan action item. He asked whether the Conservation
Commission were interested in pursuing an update.

Reed felt the viewsheds were still relevant. The Conservation Commission should decide what they
were seeking to achieve with an update: to strengthen the town’s regulations or to inform non-
regulatory statements and objectives in the town. Simon explained that a viewshed had played a
key role in influencing the path forward for the Glaser subdivision.

Eric asked how this could be progressed. Simon said we should look at existing views and also look
at public spaces or bike paths that didn’t exist in 1989 to decide if there are new views (such as
Sucker Brook and Catamount). Simon said he could visit 5-6 views and take a picture to see they
had changed. He also noted that the town plan identifies viewsheds that are protected but that this
information was around 20 years old. We could look to update this text. He explained that Essex
and Jericho had conducted a visual analysis around 10 years ago which had a methodology we
could use. He explained that GIS can identify what can be seen from a particular view. He thought
that lidar can differentiate between tree canopy and ground level. Gary noted that this could be a
significant amount of work. Simon agreed but stated that the Commission didn’t have to make the
decision today — they could revisit it at future meetings. The Town Plan is being prepared over the
next 2 years and envisages the future of Williston to 2050 so now would be an ideal time to start.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Jxlm4-U1a8

Eric said he would be interested to hear how Essex and Jericho are enforcing their viewsheds after
preparation of their visual assessment. He noted that it would be interesting to see what viewsheds
had changed or disappeared since 1989 and this could inform town planning goals. The
Commission thought that this could be a good student project for a UVM class. Laura noted that
Commission members could also look at views and take pictures.

David asked how viewsheds matter in the development review process. Simon explained that in
some areas such as the growth center, the viewshed regulations do not apply. For subdivisions like
Glaser which are proceeding under the Specific Plan process, the community has more say over the
public benefits. Under a Development Review Board approval the DRB are just looking at
compliance with the regulations. Growth Management can extract benefits such as neighborhood
parks or affordable housing, but is less good at extracting benefits on scenic viewsheds. The
Planning Commission had felt that the town would be less successful at protecting the viewshed
under a standard discretionary permit review.

Eric said that updating the scenic viewsheds layer would be beneficial for the Conservation
Commission and other town committees. It would force acknowledgement when making decisions
on housing that viewsheds are lost or impacted. Reed noted that updating the viewshed could also
help the town understand what to put on the official map. Gary indicated that the Conservation
Commission had always recommended protection of the viewshed and had secured some
amendments on this basis.

Gary suggested identifying points of interest such as Mount Mansfield and then identifying which
areas of town are visible from them. Simon said GIS probably can do this, he would contact the
CCRPC to ask for any guidance. Reed said he would take the viewpoints from Mountain View Road,
Laura said she would take some from Oak Hill Road. Eric asked that Simon number the photo
viewpoints and focal points. Gary said he could do some on Sunset Hill Road.

David asked whether the views can be used to prioritize development of bike paths or community
resources. He would like to use it to lobby for investment in sustainable transport infrastructure.
David said he could take pictures from viewpoints from a pedestrian or cyclist point of view. Eric
said it would be helpful to include views from conserved lands to help justify the ERF funding from
the town. The town could overlay the town trails map with the viewpoints.

5. Other Business
o Reserve Forest Land and Use Value Appraisal: Simon explained that the Vermont Department
of Forest Parks and Recreation had published their prospective guidance on enrollment criteria
for old growth forests. The report had been to the legislature. The document set out sensitive
and significant criteria and the enroliment thresholds. There are still requirements for
management such as treating invasives and producing a varied forest stand in terms of species
and age. FPR had consulted with stakeholders and were intending to conduct outreach with
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landowners. Reed noted that they should monitor the outreach and if they don’t think it will
reach residents ask FPR to present to the community. Gary said it should be easy to find out
how many parcels are in active alternative use. Reed said they could look to reach out
proactively to forest blocks identified in Jens’” mapping as Tier 1 forest land.

o Green Up Day: Simon explained that the WCC was doing No Mow May and Raise the Blade with
Sustainable Williston and the Energy Committee for Green Up Day. They will be purchasing
some signs and had prepared a website. Laura noted that the Brian Collier link was broken and
should be updated. Reed noted that the website will have a gr code linking back to the website.
David asked about ticks. Reed explained that the website indicated that people could mow a
buffer around the edge of the area if they are concerned about ticks. Gary noted it would be
good to talk to Public Works about town participation. Simon stated that Deborah and Kevin
Thorley were doing an article for the Williston Observer about Green Up Day and No Mow May.

o Simon said it would be helpful if Commission members could drop into the Town Fair on May
6t. Simon suggested we could have a display on the ERF. Gary suggested we could have a
primitive trails map printed out. Reed said that we could have a link to the story maps on the
website to highlight the commission’s work.

o Champlain Valley Conservation Partnership meeting: Simon said that St George had voted to
form a conservation commission. Shelburne had mapped large forest block areas with
Arrowood and were intending to use the mapping to influence the zoning. Hinesburg are
undertaking a rezoning project. One of the landowners has suggested the town buy their land,
but the town does not have sufficient funds to do this. Simon said they had discussed Habitat
Disturbance Assessments. Hinesburg have a clause in their regulations that allows the DRB to
require independent review of any document submitted but had not exercised it on a HDAs so
far. South Burlington had a similar clause in their regulations. Simon explained that they were
hoping to take the bylaw amendment the Commission had previously discussed to the Planning
Commission in May.

o Town Plan update: Staff had secured a municipal planning grant for town plan outreach,
focusing on more and different types than previously done in Williston. The provisional timeline
is to undertake outreach in summer fall of 2023, write the plan in early 2024, and send it to
Selectboard in August 2024. Reed asked when opportunities for public input will be available.
He wants to ensure the ERF outreach is undertaken at the same time. David said he strongly
supported consulting in the schools.

o Rain barrel workshop: Is not being held on April 14™ and will be rescheduled. David said he
would be interested in attending.

o Trail steward Simon said that Ann O’Day is returning as trail steward this year with a provisional
starting date of April 17. Reed noted that Ann could take some pictures of potential views.

o Forest Pest First Detectors training: starts this week and is open for people to sign up.
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o Watershed grant success. Simon, Chapin Kaynor and Reed had been successful in securing a
small grant to purchase materials to protect newly planted trees on Tree Island. Simon said that
they need to do some publicity about the grant as a condition of receiving it. Gary said he
would be planting some chestnuts at Tree Island at some point.

o Future meetings: Simon said that they would revisit the visual assessment at a future meeting.
Gary said that at the Glaser meeting there was discussion about whether town ownership was
sufficient to protect the open space or whether it would be better to have an external body like
the Vermont Land Trust. Eric said the more protection the better but if VLT aren’t interested
the town would be a good back up. Eric said that town ownership did provide good protection
as there would likely be a significant process for the town to go through in order to sell the land
or build on it. Gary asked that the WCC discuss the Glaser proposal at the next meeting.

o Simon suggested conducting a country park site visit to review the 2020 trail assessment report.
He noted that we needed to start planning for the tree survey in September. The Commission
could review some of the conservation related chapters of the Town Plan in preparation for the
next town plan update. David asked for an overview of the plan and what should be expected
of the commission. Laura noted that they had not finalized the habitat corridor bylaw language
with Jens which should be revisited. Simon noted that we could also consult on the language.

6. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8.42 am

Minutes Submitted by Simon Myles: April 10, 2023
Approved by WCC: April 5, 2023
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