
Use of Public Lands Agreement 
 

The Town of Williston and the Williston Hill Hawks snowmobile club, a member of the Vermont 
Association of Snow Travelers (VAST), make the following agreement about snowmobiling in 
Williston. This agreement is valid from July 1, 2017 through June 30th, 2018. This agreement 
grants use during the snowmobile season (December 16th through April 15th) to Williston Hill 
Hawks Members, VAST members, and all snowmobiles which display a valid snowmobile 
registration and a valid VAST Trails Maintenance Assessment (TMA) decal. 
 
Snowmobiling will be permitted in the following areas under the conditions stated below: 

1) The Mud Pond Conservation Area. This trail accesses town property via the old gravel pit 
entrance off South Road, and crosses the snowmobile bridge at the north end of Mud 
Pond, turning south and paralleling the pond, on the west side to Mud Pond Road. The 
trail then turns west and follows Mud Pond Road. The eastern portion of Mud Pond 
Road, which is a Class III Highway, shall not be open to snowmobile traffic.  
Snowmachines are NOT permitted to cross the pond In order to avoid damage to the 
bog vegetation. 
 

2) The Mud Pond Country Park. This trail enters the area from the Siple parcel to the North 
and runs in a southerly direction through the center of the Mud Pond Country Park, 
then turns east and exits the Park at the southeastern boundary, passing through the 
Weiss property and then to Sherwood Forest Rd. 

 
3) Five Tree Hill Area. The trail enters the area from the Schmoker property and winds 

through the bottom of Five Tree Hill, crosses Tree Hill Road, and continues south. The 
trail leading up to the Five Tree Hill overlook shall be well marked, with a 5 mph speed 
limit and access shall be limited to a single path with no loop. Snowmobiles shall not 
descend Five Tree Hill overlook via the Town sledding hill. 

 
4) South Road, from the Johnson property to Oak Hill Road, and from Oak Hill Road to 

Williston Road. This section of trail allows access to the Korner Kwik stop for food, fuel, 
and public phone. 

 
5) Governor Chittenden Road, from 0.4 mile north of Route 2 to the plowed portion of the 

road near the Catamount Family Center, The portion of Governor Chittenden Road 
beginning at Route 2 and extending approximately 0.4 mile north of Route 2 will not be 
open to snowmobile traffic. 

 
6) The South side of Chapman Lane, limited to the public right-of-way and excluding the 

traveled portion of the roadway. Signs will be posted to keep snowmobiles off the 
traveled portion of the road. 

 
7) North Williston Bridge. This section of trail is part of VAST Corridor 7, the main north-

south connector on the west side of the state. This is the only Winooski River crossing 
available for snowmobiles In Chittenden County, and Is the northern connector to the 
Essex Trail system. 



 
In addition, the following general conditions must also be met: 
 

1) Trails on public property that are presently used as town trails (such as the Five Tree Hill 
to Mud Pond Trail) will be marked as "multiple use" (share the trail) trails. 

 
2) The smallest grooming machine available will be used to minimize the damage to tree 

trunks and limit the width of the trail. Care will be taken while grooming narrow trails to 
avoid damaging vegetation. 

 
3) Routine trail maintenance may be conducted by the Williston Hill Hawks during the 

period covered by this agreement. If an ATV Is used for this maintenance, it will be 
clearly marked as a "VAST Snowmobile Trail Maintenance Vehicle." Any trail 
maintenance work involving the use of an ATV should only occur when the ground is dry 
or frozen. Any ATV damage to trails (tire ruts in mud, etc.) will be repaired at the time 
the maintenance occurs. 

 
4) Permission to undertake major repairs or Improvements to the trail, Including but not 

limited to trail widening work shall be requested in writing to the Williston Conservation 
Planner. 

 
 

Signed: 
 
 
             
Williston Hill Hawks Master     Date 
 
 
            
Town Manager, Town of Williston    Date 
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