
Trail Prioritization 
and Planning



Desired Trails Map

• Was developed in late 1980’s as 
part of the town’s Open Space Plan

• This map has guided the town’s 
acquisition of trail easements and 
development of trails ever since. 

• After 30 years, it’s time to evaluate 
the map and revise as needed to 
reflect current conditions and 
desires.



Desired Trails Map Evaluation

• GIS analysis was done to evaluate several factors, categorized as:

• Natural Resource Impacts (watershed protection buffers, RTE species, 
deer wintering areas, wildlife corridors)

• Feasibility Constraints (flood hazard areas, steep slopes, distance from 
dwelling, Act 250 parcel, # different landowners, existing easement)

• Community Benefits (connects to a park or natural area, serves a lot of 
people in an area not currently served well by trails, other?)

This analysis is not an end point! It provides a framework 
to guide future decisions about trail planning.



Desired Trails – Natural Resource Impacts
Legend
Desired Path - Resource Impacts Score

8 - 33

34 - 55

56 - 72

73 - 132

Existing Trails

Existing Sidewalks and Asphalt Paths

High scores = red 
= low impacts



Desired Trails - Feasibility
Legend

Desired Path - Feasibility Score

21 - 43

44 - 62

63 - 89

90 - 122

Existing Trails

Existing Sidewalks and Asphalt Paths

High scores = red 
= high feasibility



Desired Trails – Public Benefits
Legend

Desired Path - Public Benefits Score

2 - 16

17 - 30

31 - 60

61 - 112

Existing Trails

Existing Sidewalks and Asphalt Paths

High scores = red 
= high benefit



Next Steps?

• Are there other factors to be considered in GIS?

• Should some factors be weighted more heavily than others?

• Without considering the analysis, what are your thoughts about the 
desired trails map?

• Solicit public input on location of desired trails?


