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Section 7. Building Functions
A.	 Permitted Uses

Uses are grouped into broad categories. Permitted uses, by building form 
standard and story, are shown in the use table below and defined in  7.I at 
the end of this Section.

1.	 All uses are classified and defined in the Williston Unified Development 
Bylaw Section 20 and Appendix G. When in conflict, these standards 
govern.

2.	 Permitted uses by building form standard frontage are shown 
in Section C. Use Table, below. All uses not expressly permitted are 
prohibited. 

3.	 All uses must meet the standards of the applicable building form 
standard in Section 3. Any additional development or performance 
standards are indicated in the Section D. Use Table and provided in 
Sections D.-H. below.

B.	 Use Determination

1.	 Administrator Responsibility: The Zoning Administrator is responsible 
for categorizing all uses. If a proposed use is not listed in a use category, 
but can be said to be reasonably similar in intent and reasonably fit into 
one of the listed use categories, the Zoning Administrator shall treat the 
proposed use as a permitted use under that category. If a proposed use 
is not listed in a use category, and is fundamentally different from any 
other listed use, the use shall be prohibited. 

2.	 Uses Not Specifically Listed: When determining whether a proposed 
use is similar to a use listed in Section 7, the Zoning Administrator shall 
consider the following criteria:
a.	 The actual or projected characteristics of the proposed activity in 

relationship to the stated characteristics of each use.
b.	 The ability of the proposed activity to reasonably function within 

the constraints of its building form standard.
c.	 The likely impact on surrounding properties. 
d.	 The intent of the Taft Corners Form Based Code. 

Taft Corners Form-Based Code: 
Sections 1 to 8
1. Introduction 

2. Regulating Plan 

3. Building Form Standards 

4. Architectural Standards

5. Public Realm Standards

6. Parking & Loading

7. Building Functions

8. Administration 
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F.	 General Development and Performance Standards
The following standards apply to all Taft Corners FBC frontages and use categories.

1.	 All permitted uses shall meet the Section 3. Building Form Standard General Provisions and those standards specified 
in the applicable individual building form standard (bfs) pages.  

2.	 No civic, commercial, or institutional use is permitted above a residential use.

3.	 Businesses providing drive-through services may not have a drive-through lane or drive-through service window 
that abuts or faces a street-space. 

4.	 Nuisances, such as; smoke, radiation, vibration or concussion, excessive noise, heat or glare are governed by the 
Williston Unified Development Bylaw Performance Standards Chapter 18)

E.	 Use Table
This table identifies the categories of uses allowed in the ground story and upper stories for each building form 
standard frontage; however, some specific uses may be restricted or prohibited. All uses must comply with any other 
applicable standards in this Form-Based Code. Additional regulations specific to the use/function are referenced in the 
right-hand column.

 

Work In Progress
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G.	 Residential Uses – Development and Performance Standards

1.	 See the Urban General, Urban General 2, and Urban Neighborhood building form standard frontages for 
configuration requirements for ground story residential uses.

2.	 A lobby serving an upper story residential use is permitted on the ground story within the shopfront space of 
a Storefront frontage site.

3.	 Residential dwelling units are not permitted within the required minimum depth for the shopfront space in a 
Storefront frontage site.

4.	 Group Homes and Assisted Group Living uses are subject to all Vermont law and Williston Unified Development 
Bylaw requirements and certifications.

H.	 Commercial Uses – Development and Performance Standards

1.	 Amusement and Recreation, Commercial Assembly
a.	 Only Indoor Amusement uses are permitted.
b.	 Theater, Auditorium, and Arena uses must meet the ground story fenestration requirements of the 

applicable building form standard, but are exempt from the upper story fenestration requirements.
c.	 The lobby serving a Commercial Assembly or Indoor Amusement and Recreation use is permitted in the 

shopfront area of a Storefront frontage.1

2.	 Animal Sales and Service
No outdoor kennels, play, or exercise areas are permitted.

3.	 Eating and Drinking Establishments 
a.	 A restaurant use is permitted in the second story of a Storefront or General Urban frontage site provided it is 

an extension of the same restaurant and the second story floor area is equal to or less than the ground story 
floor area of the same use. 

b.	 Outdoor areas for eating and drinking are allowed on the dooryard, tree lawn, and in private outdoor 
service areas2 in General Urban and Storefront frontages, but not in the clear sidewalk area and subject to 
the issuance of all applicable permits and licensing.

c.	 An Eating/Drinking Establishment is permitted on the top floor3 level or the rooftop of a Storefront frontage 
site where:
(i)	 the use is set back from any common lot line by at least 20 feet;
(ii)	 it is not above a residential use;
(iii)	no amplified sound in outdoor seating area; 
(iv)	the hours of operation of any rooftop seating area are limited to 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.; and

d.	 Live entertainment and drinking establishments are prohibited if the walls of the facility are within 200 feet 
of an Urban General 2 or Urban Neighborhood frontage site within Taft Corners or a residentially zoned 
property which is outside of Taft Corners.

4.	 Financial Services
Only the retail banking services are permitted within the required minimum depth for the shopfront space in a 
Storefront frontage site. 

5.	 Vehicle Sales and Services

1	 this is covered in the Storefront BFS page - This is from a prior client who wanted big belts and suspenders... . 

2	 Note of intent: this would be behind the rbl and behind the required street wall, within the % rbl build-out that is not required, or deeper in the lot 
behind or within the building. 

3	 for discussion - I would ONLY allow rooftop “fun” if under these strict restrictions -if at all - because, above the Ground Floor, people will live here (and no 
one can live with a party right outside their bedroom window). People often are surprised that this is an issue.  
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a.	 Surface parking lots for vehicle sales or rental shall only be located and configured in compliance with the 
parking setback line or other regulations for the site on which it is located, as indicated on the Taft Corners 
regulating plan and/or building form standard. (See the regulating plan and Section 3.)

b.	 Auto repair services are subject to the following:
(i)	 The property shall be at least 100 feet from any solely residential lot;
(ii)	 All mechanical work, or work involving powered tools, must be indoors (no open fenestration), and 

strictly comply with D.4 above. 
(iii)	Overnight vehicular storage is not permitted, unless within an enclosed building or behind a masonry 

privacy fence;
(iv)	The use shall not include the display and rental of cargo trailers, trucks, or similar vehicles;
(v)	 Auto body repair is prohibited;
(vi)	The storage or junking of wrecked motor vehicles (whether capable of movement or not) is prohibited; 

and
(vii)	Discarded and replacement vehicle parts and accessories shall be stored inside the main structure. 
(viii)	 Upon the abandonment of r vehicle sales, the auto repair service shall terminate and all structures 

exclusively used in the business (including underground storage tanks), except buildings, shall be removed 
by the owner of the property. For the purpose of this subsection, the term “abandonment” shall mean 
non-operation as an auto repair for a period of 6 months after the retail services cease.  

6.	 Heavy Commercial 
a.	 Outdoor lumberyards are prohibited.
b.	 Freight-Oriented and Outdoor Display or Storage uses are prohibited.

7.	 Lodging
a.	 Ground Story guest rooms are not permitted within the required minimum shopfront depth in a 

Storefront frontage site.
b.	 Ground story guest rooms abutting any required building line (or street frontage) shall meet the 

configuration standards for ground story residential uses as specified in the General bfs. 
c.	 A lobby serving an upper story overnight lodging use is permitted on the ground story of any Storefront 

frontage site. 

8.	 Office
a.	 Office uses are not permitted within the required minimum depth for the shopfront space in a Storefront 

frontage site.4

9.	 Parking, Commercial
Commercial parking lots and structures are required to meet all building form standards for the frontage sites 
on which they are located.

10.	 Retail Sales and Services
a.	 A restaurant use is permitted in the second story of a Storefront or General Urban frontage site provided it is 

an extension equal to or less than the area of the same ground story use. 
b.	 No merchandise (including motorcycles, scooters, and automobiles) may be left within the dooryard when 

the business is not open.

4	 Judgement call - this is Plan A if there is no concern about the market for retail (dark storefronts are a big negative). Plan B is to allow office uses 
(the $ incentives for retail are strong so that will be a bit self-policing. Also the fenestration requirements dis-favor simple/boring offices - the front will be in full 
view of the sidewalk...This may be something to keep in mind for the 6 year FBC evaluation & tune-up. 
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c.	 Only retail sales or gallery/showroom functions for Cottage Industries/Maker-Space5 are permitted in the 
required minimum shopfront space of a Storefront frontage.

11.	 Vehicle Sales and Service (see Gas Stations, above).

D.	 Civic and Institutional Uses – Development and Performance Standards

1.	 Civic buildings designed for civic uses (as defined in Section 1. Definitions) are not subject to Section 4. 
Architectural Standards or Section 3. Building Form Standards, except for Section 3.1.E. Neighborhood Manners.

2.	 Day Care Facility
All day care facilities are subject to all permitting and licensing requirements under Vermont Law and the 
Williston Unified Development Bylaws.	

E.	 Industrial and Wholesale Uses – Development and Performance Standards
Industrial Manufacturing, Assembly, or Processing facilities that exist as of ____ , 2022 are permitted and considered 
conforming uses. Changes to existing uses shall be in compliance with the standards and requirements of this chapter. 
The establishment of new Industrial, Wholesale, and Storage use or structures not in association with an existing 
conforming use or structure is prohibited.

F.	 Use Definitions

1.	

5	 some sales of goods made on site is required (so they remain open to the public and a positive for the street-space) we may need to have this as a 
defined term - (is Maker Space better?). We should discuss this - Apropos for Wright Ave? 

 

Placeholder 
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