
Mechanical and Utilities  

Intent: Mechanical equipment, utility connections, and service boxes should be minimally visible or 
obscured from the public way and should not damage historic materials. When the intensity of use is 
increased, for example adding a commercial use or addition dwellings, the existing connections on 
historic structures may need to be removed or relocated away from the character-defining façade.   

Transformers, meters, pipes and mechanical-related items must be located as inconspicuously as 
possible to the side, rear, or along non-character defining elevations. Such features should be screened 
from view. Avoid attachments to the building that causes permanent damage or modification, especially 
cutting channels into historic materials such as brick or masonry.  

Wall-mounted service equipment and connections should be screened or painted to blend in.  

Canopies to protect outdoor mechanical for the elements (such as condensers or heat pumps) shall be:  
- Sized as small as possible to serve their intended function  
- Painted to match the primary façade color  
- Use the same or similar roofing material to the primary roof. Multi-toned asphalt shingles are 
an acceptable material when the primary structure’s roof is slate 
- Incorporate landscape screening to soften, but not entirely obscure, the view from the public 
way (note: entire obscure could hide features of the primary structure or interfere with utility 
maintenance)  

 

Ground-mounted mechanical equipment should be located on a pad to the side or rear of the building 
and screened with fences, walls or landscaping. When located to the side of the building, it should be 
placed as far back from the public way as possible.  

Satellite dishes should be installed to the side or rear of the property, where minimally visible from the 
public right-of-way.  

On rooftops: Rooftop mechanical is discouraged. The applicant must demonstrate that ground-mounted 
systems are not feasible. When rooftop mechanical is used, it should be low-profile units made of non-
reflective materials or a color matching the roof material. When proposed on a new structure, full-
screen rooftop mechanical with a physical extension of the roof parapet such that the rooftop 
mechanical or its rooftop screening enclosure, is not visible from the public way.  

Changing of use or intensity: When the intensity of use is increasing on the property, specifically when 
utility connections are added or upgraded for the addition of new dwelling units or expanded 
commercial use, the existing connections to be relocated to the site or off of the building. For example, 
if the existing utility meter is located on the front façade of a historic house and additional untis are 
proposed, all the meters should be relocated to side or a standalone meter box. Additional meters 
should not be placed on front façade.  

Note: Underground utility connections are required for new structures under current bylaw.  

 

 

Commented [EH1]: Note: waiting to hear from GMP 
about the feasibility and costs associated with this kind of 
change.  
 



 

 

 

Solar and Renewable Energy Systems  

Intent: The installation of solar or renewable energy systems should not permanently damage or alter 
historic structures, nor dominate their appearance from the public way. It should not threaten the 
structural integrity of the structure.  

All rooftop installations shall:  

• On contributing structures be installed on rear slopes or other locations not highly visible from 
the public right-of-way.  

• Panels should be installed flat and not alter the slope of the roof. Installation of panels must be 
reversible and not damage the historic integrity of the resource and district. 

• Solar panel installations should be positioned behind existing architectural features such as 
parapets, dormers, and chimneys to limit their visibility. 

• solar panels (where feasible) and mounting systems should be compatible in color to established 
roof materials. 

Solar on primary elevations:  

1. On historic or contributing structures, this is the least desirable option because it will have the 
greatest adverse effect on the property’s character defining features. All other options should 
be thoroughly explored and presented in the application. Solar on a primary elevation   

2. Solar shingles laminates, glazing, or similar materials should not replace original or historic 
materials. Use of solar systems in windows or on walls, siding, and shutters should be avoided. 

Solar on secondary elevations: Same standards as above, solar on accessory structures or second 
elevations is strongly preferred on historic properties.  

Freestanding, including car canopies: should be placed to side or rear of property. When placed to the 
side, located as far back from the public way as feasible. Should be landscaped around base.  

 

Installation on flat roof structures: Flat roof structures should have solar panel installations set back 
from the roof edge to minimize visibility. Pitch and elevation should be adjusted to reduce visibility from 
public right-of-way. 

With all solar and renewable energy systems:  

• Mechanical equipment associated with the photovoltaic system should be treated to be as 
unobtrusive as possible using the mechanical screening requirements above. 

The removal of historic roofing materials, dormers, chimney, or other features is prohibited.  

 



What about renewable energy technologies not discussed in this bylaw? In the future, it is likely that 
the technologies will change and a whole new retrofitting plan may be necessary. Thus, owners of 
historic buildings should limit retrofitting measures to those that achieve reasonable energy goals, at 
reasonable costs, with the least intrusion or impact on the character of the building When considering 
new technologies, the DRB or administrator, with advice from the HAAC shall rely on the intent of this 
standard when consider new technology installations in the historic village.  The owner or applicant 
must demonstrate the proposed technologies compliance with the intent statement. The DRB or 
administrator, with advice of the HAAC, must make the determination that the proposed technology 
complies with the intent statement.   


