Andrew Plumb

From: Sbgutwin <sbgutwin@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 9:09 AM
To: Andrew Plumb

Subject: Catamount Rec Center

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This message was sent from outside the Town’s email system. Use caution when opening external
links/attachments. When in doubt don’t click and follow up accordingly.

Thanks for the ability to give feedback.
| strongly appose change to trails other than better signage.

Steeper trails are important for hiking accessibility to the more advanced hiker, runner, biker. There are precious few
steep paths in Catamount so for runners, hikers and bikers that seek this level of challenge, these trails must remain
accessible.

| live within a few minutes walk and visit it multiple times a week. Catamount as is offers a nice blend of trail experiences.
Sandman IS accessible for those in wheelchairs. It is wide and no steep section. There are narrow trails for those that like
to get off the beaten track. There are trails through evergreens, trails through tall old trees, trails over rocks and streams.
The abundance of trails is an asset. No trail should be removed. Reducing trails will lead to overcrowding and trail
erosion on remaining trails. | do not want to visit Catamount to walk on a busy and overly groomed trails. | enjoy getting
away to be alone with nature. If | would want to walk on an overly groomed trail with people there are plenty of rec
paths around.

There are a few places in Catamount that get muddy, but plenty of trails at any time of the year to choose instead.
Catamount trails have never been unaccessible any time of the year. To drain any part is totally unnecessary, would come
with bureaucratic and costly engagement. Use money instead to invest in a structure to welcome people, warm people
and offer bathrooms.

Pleas keep the forest trails as Catamount as the original owners designed and created.

sharon gutwin



