
Town of Williston 

Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

September 21, 2015 

6:15 P.M. 

Planning and Zoning Conference Room 

(enter side door facing Town Hall) 

(times after 6:15 PM are approximate) 

 

In attendance: Karen Fragnoli-Munn, Mary-Jo Childs, HAAC Members; Matt Boulanger, staff; 

Donna Constantineau and Andy Rowe, applicants.  

 

6:15 PM 

 

Design Reviews: 

Allen Brook Development, Allen, Pre-application (concept review) for Cottonwood 

Crossing, a mixed-use development off Route 2 comprised of 268 residential dwelling units 

and approximately 100,000 square feet of commercial space.  

 

Matt Boulanger explained that this project is on the site of the originally-approved Cottonwood 

crossing, but that this is an entirely new proposal.  

 

Mary Jo Childs asked about the amount of parking required. Andy Rowe said that some of the 

parking at the current amount provided would have to be shared with the proposed commercial 

uses on the site. The group discussed the views from some of the proposed residential units.  

 

Andy Rowe described the proposed phases of the project.  

 

Mary Jo Childs said that she had concerns about quality of life for residents on the site. Childs 

discussed the concept of “park-based” developments that provide meaningful open spaces like 

baseball fields and gathering places for residents.  

 

Karen Munn said that there appeared to be little to no open space in the project. Boulanger 

reviewed the requirements for neighborhood parks in the bylaw.   

Certificates of Appropriateness: 

none 

 
Referrals from the Zoning Administrator: 

AP 16- 0064, Donna Constantineau, application for an Administrative permit for a fence along a 

property line with Route 2A at 1730 Essex Road (Route 2A) 

 

Ms. Constantineau submitted a letter to the group explaining why she was requesting the privacy 

fence. Boulanger explained that the Williston Development Bylaw (WDB) Chapter 20.8.2.4 

allows for a taller fence along major arterial roads with the review and advice of the HAAC.  

 



Mary Jo Childs asked about the top of the fence and whether it would be lattice. Ms. 

Constantineau said that while she would prefer a lattice top, it would not function to deaden the 

road noise as well. Mary Jo Childs asked if the fence would wrap the corner to O’Brien Court. 

Constantineau explained that she would only have the fence along Route 2A. Constantineau said 

that she had considered adding window boxes with plantings to the exterior side of the fence but 

that she was concerned about planning anything too permanent near the right-of-way where it 

would be impacted by road salt.  

 

Mary Jo Childs said that she had a strong feeling about the vinyl fences. Childs recommended a 

lattice top on the fence. Constantineau said that this would impair the sound deadening properties 

of the fence. Boulanger pointed out that the lattice element could be allowed to exceed the six 

foot height.  

 

The consensus of the group was to recommend the fence at six feet of solid vinyl with a lattice 

element on the top not to exceed 18 additional inches in height.  

 

Other Business: 

  

 2016 Town Plan: Chapter 3: Land Use 

The group discussed the Land Use chapter of the town Plan and how to provide commnet to the planning 

Commission. HAAC members were especially interested in enhancing requirments for design and 

neighborhood parks, green space and diversity of building and housing types in the Growth Center.  

 

Minutes: 

 

Minutes of the 8/31/2015 HAAC Meeting were approved by consensus of the group.  

 

Adjournment 

 


