
January 3, 2016 

 
Neal Bungard 
U.S. Forest Service  
271 Mast Road  
Durham, NH 03824–4600 
 
RE:  2017 Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program 

Dear Mr. Bungard, 

I write on behalf of the Town of Williston Selectboard to express our strong 
support for the Town’s application to the 2017 Community Forest and Open 
Space Conservation Program. Please accept this letter as a commitment from the 
Town of Williston to allocate up to $400,000 from the Town’s Environmental 
Reserve Fund in support of the proposed Catamount Community Forest project. 
We understand these funds will be used to provide the 50% match required for 
the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation program. 
 
The proposed project will acquire and conserve as perpetual open space 370± 
acres of open land currently owned by Jim and Lucy McCullough, and 15± acres 
of land donated by abutting landowners Stephen and Debra Page. For a number 
of reasons, the McCullough property has long been considered a high priority 
for conservation. It is one of the largest areas of contiguous open space 
remaining in the Town, much of it forested. As such it has very high value as 
wildlife habitat. Furthermore, it has an active and extensive trail network for 
walking, mountain biking and cross-country skiing, making it a popular 
recreational destination for both Williston residents and out-of-town visitors. It 
is currently being operated as an outdoor recreational facility known as the 
“Catamount Family Outdoor Center.” 

This project is actively supported by members of the community, local and 
regional partners. The Williston Conservation Commission, in partnership with 
the Trust for Public Land, is leading the fundraising and public outreach for the 
project. 

The Town appreciates the opportunity to apply for the funding offered through 
the 2017 Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program.  Thank you 
for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Terry Macaig, Chair 
Williston Selectboard 
 


