
 

 

OVERVIEW  
This memo discusses the Selectboard’s public hearing process for the proposed Taft Corners Form-Based 
Code Overlay District, Bylaw Amendments, and Official Map and identifies next steps in the process.  
 
PURPOSE 
The purpose of tonight’s hearing is for the Selectboard to hear comments, questions, and concerns from 
the public about the proposed Taft Corners Form-Based Code, Bylaw Amendments, and Official Map. 
The Selectboard voted on June 7, 2022, to warn a public hearing on these proposed bylaw changes. A 
hearing was warned on June 16, 20221.  
 
PROCESS  
The Selectboard can close the public hearing after hearing public comment this evening or could 
continue the public hearing to a date certain (with the next scheduled Selectboard meeting on July 19).  
Following the closure of the public hearing, the Selectboard could consider the adoption of the 
proposed changes at a meeting, either immediately after the closure of the hearing or at a future date2. 
The Selectboard’s agenda for this evening leaves time to begin discussion on next steps, time dependent 
should the public hearing be closed. 
 
MAKING CHANGES 
Staff anticipates the Selectboard may direct staff to make changes to the draft Form-Based Code, Official 
Map, or Bylaw Amendments following the public hearing and Board discussion. Staff discusses some 
potential changes in a separate memo prepared for tonight’s hearing.  If changes to the draft are 
substantive (for example a change in district boundary or allowed building height), statute requires the 
warning of an additional public hearing for the Selectboard to consider the amended draft, with notice 
to the Planning Commission so they can correct the required bylaw report and resubmit such to the 
Selectboard3.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
If the Selectboard feels there is more time needed for public comment than is available this evening, 
staff recommends that the Selectboard continue the public hearing to a date certain. If the Selectboard 
feels enough time has been made available for the public hearing, the Selectboard could vote to close 
the public hearing and begin Board discussion on next steps inclusive of making any substantive 
changes.  

 
1 Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 4449(d), for a period of 150 days from the date of the notice of the public hearing, the proposed form-
based code will be applied, in addition to the current bylaws, to all new proposed development. This does not affect minor 
projects like signs and changes of use but does create an effective “pause” on the review of new proposed site plans, 
subdivisions, developments, and other major projects until November 13, 2022, or sooner if the Selectboard votes to adopt or 
reject the proposed changes before that date.  
2 24 V.S.A §4442 (c)(1) “A bylaw, bylaw amendment, or bylaw repeal shall be adopted by a majority of the members of the 
legislative body at a meeting that is held after the final public hearing, and shall be effective 21 days after adoption unless, by 
action of the legislative body, the bylaw, bylaw amendment, or bylaw repeal is warned for adoption by the municipality by 
Australian ballot at a special or regular meeting of the municipality.” 
3 24 V.S.A. 4442(b) “If the legislative body at any time makes substantial changes in the concept, meaning, or extent of the 
proposed bylaw, amendment, or repeal, it shall warn a new public hearing or hearings under subsection (a) of this section. If 
any part of the proposal is changed, the legislative body at least 10 days prior to the hearing shall file a copy of the changed 
proposal with the clerk of the municipality and with the planning commission. The planning commission shall amend the report 
prepared pursuant to subsection 4441(c) of this title to reflect the changes made by the legislative body and shall submit that 
amended report to the legislative body at or prior to the public hearing.” 
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