PLANNING [COMMISSION

The Planning Commission (referred to as the “Commission”) creates and maintains the Town’s vision for
the comprehensive planning of land use in the community. The group annually reviews the established land
use plan and Unified Development Bylaws while assessing the town’s progress toward reaching the stated
goals and overall vision of these guiding documents. In accordance with state law, the Commission
addresses town issues and policy implementation related to land use, transportation, public
utilities/facilities, natural resource preservation, energy, and housing. The Commission must review and
analyze a wide range of specific categories included within the Town Plan and Unified Bylaws in addition
to responding to the needs and requests of Williston residents. The Commission strives to provide an
orderly an]d efficient way of achieving and implementing the collective long-range vision of Williston,
Vermont.

Seven volunteer residents serve on the Commission, meeting twice monthly for a total of twenty-four
meetings in FY2021. The Commission unanimously re-elected Chapin-KayrerMeghan Cope as the new
chair, Meghan-CepeChapin Kaynor as vice-chair and welcomed new member, Alex Dale)d. Meetings in
FY2021 were held either online, or in person with an online attendance option, as COVID restrictions have
allowed.

FY2021 in Review: Significant Activities of the Commission

Energy Plan

The Commission forwarded the Energy Plan to the Selectboard and attended several Selectboard meetings
to share background, points of friction, and reasons for some of the Energy Plan components. After public
hearings, the Selectboard adopted the Energy Plan as an addendum to the Town Plan in November, 2020.

Official Map

The Commission worked with an ad-hoc appointed Mobility Projects Group to develop an| Official Map] for
Williston] In addition, Commissioner Ron Bomer helped to create a more publicly accessible map that
helps to visualize the Town’s longterm goals in creating connectivity and accessible between and amongst
various trails, paths, and public sites.

Village Master Plan

Williston was awarded a $12,000 Municipal Planning Grant from the Vermont Department of Housing and
Community Development to update the Village Zoning District development and design review standards
with illustrations. The bylaw revision will promote historic preservation, adaptive reuse, and flexibility in
new project design to encourage a vibrant village center as called for by the Village Master Plan (adopted
2018). In April, Michael Allen of Regrowth Planning (Saratoga Springs, NY) was selected as the
consultant by a committee of Town Planning Staff, HAAC and Planning Commission members.[

Bylaw Amendments: Wetland Setbacks, Parking, Affordable Housing, Cannabis, and Superfund
The Commission developed proposed amendments to its bylaws in these areas to better meet goals in the;
Town Plan and respond to changes in law and circumstances. These proposed amendments were
transmitted to the Selectboard for review and possible adoption in early FY 2022.

Taft Corners Form-Based Code
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The Commission began FY2021 with the launch of a major undertaking_- the Planning and Visioning of
the future of Taft Corners, with a goal of adopting an entirely new development standard for the area to
better meet the goals of the Town Plan and the expectations of residents. |

Work in FY2022 on the Form-Based Code will continues with the “Coding” portion of the project, where
the Commission, staff, and consultant team will work together to develop the Zoning Rules to fulfill the
Town’s renewedupdated Vision for Taft Corners.

NECS Specific Plan

The Commission began its processing and review of a proposed Specific Plan, an applicant-initiated
proposal to re-zone lands in the vicinity of Commerce Street and Williston Road from “Gateway West
(mixed use) and Residential districts to Industrial to facilitate the expansion of an existing business nearby.
The Commission appointed a citizen advisory group, developed a charge, and received their
recommendations. This application was denied in early FY2022.

Review Suggested Changes to RZD Open Space Requirements

The Commissioner reviewed a proposed bylaw amendment and took public comment during multiple
meetings on concerns surrounding development in the Residential Zone (RZD). fThe Commission chose in
the end not to take up an amendment, but to work on the goals through existing channels such as
preservation of land and designations on the Official Map;

Looking Ahead: Upcoming Activities and Announcements

A major responsibility of the Commission is to forecast and if possible, address, community needs,
concerns, and challenges with anticipated development activity. Working with the Regional Planning
Commission, the Commission attempts to navigate the multitude of possible futures, while simultaneously
upholding the longstanding values of Williston and considering the possibilities for creating a more
sustainable and inclusive community for all Willistonians — both long-term residents and recent arrivals.
Looking ahead, the Commission’s workplan includes:

1. Completing work on Form Based Code

2. Completing Adoption of Official Map

3. Completing work on Village Bylaws

People can speak with the dedicated Planning Office staff at 802-878-6704 or in person — with some
potential limitations due to COVID-19 public safety compliance (check the website for current policies) —
at the Planning Office located in the Town Hall Annex Building at 7878 Williston Road with any questions
or comments. The bimonthly public meetings of the Commission occur the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays each month
from 7:00 — 9:00pm. The Commission welcomes and appreciate public attendance at the meetings!

[Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Planning Commission: Chapin Kaynor, Meghan Cope, Ron Bomer,
Jill Pardini, Cate Lamar, Shayla Livingston, Alex Daleyl.
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