Memo DATE: February 19, 2019

TO: Williston Planning Commission

FROM: Erik Wells, Assistant to the Town Manager
Melanie Needle, Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission

RE: TOWN ENERGY PLAN DRAFT FOR FIRST REVIEW

The Town’s Ad Hoc Energy Plan Task Force was appointed by the Planning Commission
in June 2018. The group was tasked with developing a Town Energy Plan to fulfill article
11.5 of the 2016-2024 Williston Comprehensive Plan. The intent of this plan is to direct
both the actions of the Planning Commission and the Town moving forward to meet the
State of Vermont energy benchmarks defined in Act 174. Upon adoption, the Energy
Plan will be a standalone supplement to the current Comprehensive Plan taking the
same approach as the recently adopted Village Master Plan. The draft energy plan
accompanies this memo.

The Task Force has been meeting 1-2 times each month since last July. Erik Wells from
the Town Manager’s Office has provided staff support, and Melanie Needle from the
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission has provided technical assistance to
the group.

The intent this evening is to the provide the Planning Commission with an overview of
the plan, the logic model approach followed, and point out some of the central policy
items contained in the plan. The Task Force has additional work to complete for a final
product. This is a check-in for the purpose of ascertaining whether the direction and
content of the plan is what the Planning Commission is looking for.

In 2016, Act 174 established a process for “enhanced energy planning,” which
encourages municipalities to write plans that are “energy compliant.” This plan is
written to meet the standards for energy planning established by Act 174 and outlined
in 24 V.S.A. §4352. After the plan is adopted by the Williston Selectboard, the town will
seek an affirmative determination of energy compliance for this plan from the
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission. A plan with an affirmative
determination gains “substantial deference” in Public Utility Commission (PUC)
proceedings. Substantial deference means the plan’s policies will be used to determine
if a proposed energy project meets the orderly development criteria in the Section 248
process unless other factors affecting the general good of the State outweighs this plan.

As the Commission reviews the draft plan the sections covering land use (starting on
page 19) and renewable energy siting (starting on page 22) are of particular importance
and are policy items that are critical to the plan’s framework and integration into
Williston’s development standards and policy.



