
TOWN OF WILLISTON 
Planning Commission  

Minutes of January 15, 2019 - 7:00 P.M. 
Town Hall Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road  

 
Present: Kevin Batson, Jake Mathon, Ron Bomer, Meghan Cope, Cate Lamar; Absent: Jill Pardini, 
Chapin Kaynor; Public: none; Staff: Matt Boulanger, Emily Heymann.  
 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

Jake Mathon called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

2) PUBLIC COMMENT 

No comment.  

3) DECEMBER 18, 2018 MINUTES 

On a motion made by Meghan Cope and seconded by Ron Bomer the Planning Commission 
approved the minutes with a vote 5-0.  
 

4) CAPITAL BUDGET VOTE 

I, Meghan Cope, move that the Williston Planning Commission finds that the FY20 Capital Budget is 
in accordance with the Goals and Policies of the 2016-2024 Williston Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Seconded by: Kevin Batson   Vote: 4 Ayes – 1 Abstention (Ron Bomer)  

 
5) NOTIFICATIONS FROM OTHER MUNICIPALITIES AND AGENCIES 

None 
 

6) CHARGE TO HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

I, Jake Mathon, move that the Williston Planning Commission formally charge the Williston Historic 
and Architectural Advisory Committee with the task of developing recommended changes to the 
Williston Unified Development Bylaw in keeping with the Goals and Policies stated in the recently-
adopted Williston Village Master Plan. 
 
Seconded by: Meghan Cope  Vote: 5 Ayes – 0 Nays   

 

7) WORKPLAN 

Prioritization of actions called for in the 2016-2024 Williston Comprehensive Plan for the remainder 
of FY 19 and for FY 20.  
 
The members present and staff reviewed the action items on the list. Conversation focused on form-
based code, affordable housing/inclusion zoning, and snow management. The Williston Affordable 
Housing Task Force final report was produced in December 2013 and available on the website.  

 
7:24 PM Matt Boulanger returned from the Selectboard meeting. He gave an overview of the work 
plan document and explained the color-coding.  
 
There was a discussion about the visual resource map. The underlying data is from a 1984 study 
conducted by UVM students. Under the current bylaw it carries more regulatory weight than the pre-
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2008 bylaw that had the Hillside protected overlay district. A revised map would identify primary and 
secondary views, as well as the foreground and middle ground. For example, siting solar such that it 
does not obscure an important view, but may still be visible from a public way.  
 
Matt Boulanger explained that each table item has a paragraph in the comprehensive plan, but not all 
action items are not achieved through the zoning bylaw. For example, establishing a town tree nursery 
would be a Public Works action item. There was a discussion about police and fire vehicles, and 
converting the fleet to electric/hybrid vehicles, but that is an action unrelated to the zoning bylaw. 
The town has four years before the next Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Commission should be 
considering how to implement the existing plan in FY2020 and FY2021 before focus must shift to the 
rewrite process. Some of the action items are larger and need to be broken down into steps.  
 
There was a discussion about form-based code. Matt Boulanger explained how form-based code can 
help prioritize certain street frontages or intersections over others when figuring out how new 
buildings and parking areas will be oriented. For example, it may be more important to pull buildings 
up to the smaller grid-streets than Route 2A to create the walkable vibrancy the town wants to 
achieve. Trader Lane would be a good place to start with form-based code.  
 
There was a discussion about affordable housing initiatives, and if the Planning Commission should 
get involved now or hold off for the anticipated task force. There is a need to consider the how the 
perpetual affordability is tracked and managed.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:32 PM.  

 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 
 February 5- Parking Standards and Transportation Impact Fees 
 February 19- Attachment A to the Sewer Allocation Ordinance 

 
For further information, please call the Planning & Zoning offices at 878-6704 or visit the offices in 

the Annex at 7878 Williston Road. 
 


